
 
 

Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Kelly Paige, Chair and Sheena Fowler, Co-Chair  

Monday, September 22nd :: 1:00pm – 3:00pm 
The Capri Room, Boca Raton Resort & Club 

 
NEW 

Dial-in Number: (760) 984-1000 
Access Code: 1086645# 

 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – Sheena  

II. Roll Call & Introductions – Sheena  

Members in Attendance:  

1. Kelly Paige 

2. Sheena Fowler 

3. Michelle Hillery 

4. Jud French 

5. Sandy Lighterman 

6. Niki Welge 

7. Jeanne Corcoran 

8. Herta Suarez 

9. Dale Gordon 

10. Jim Barber 

11. Gail Morgan 

12. Dawson Peden 

13. Adam Lighterman 

14. Lucia Fishburne 

15. Graham Winick 

16. Ralph Clemente 

17. Bonnie King 

18. Todd Roobin 

19. John Lux 

20. Dave Caserta 

21. Leah Sokolowsky 

  

III. AGENDA: ADDITIONS & DELETIONS **MOTION TO APPROVE – Sheena  

Guests in Attendance: 

1. Fred Moyse 

2. John McKarthy 

3. Joseph Riopel 

4. Andrew Nathanson 

5. “Genie” Wm Cintron 

6. Tim Frante 
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 Jud French suggested that the committee run through the business of the meeting, adjourn the 

meeting, and then hold the legislative 101 session if time allows. 

 Todd Roobin made a Motion to approve the agenda with the option of the Legislative 

101 Session following adjournment. 

 Jud French seconded the Motion. 

 The Motion was carried unanimously. 

IV. Unfinished Business  

a) Update on bill draft/Senate Sponsor – Kelly  

 Kelly Paige explained that Senator Detert has expressed desire to be our champion again 

and will be working with other legislators in Senate and House. The legislative committee 

has decided she should remain our champion on Senate side. Investigating opportunities 

on House side, but pending election of new leadership in the House. 

b) Film Commission Data Collection Request Update – Sheena  

 Sheena Fowler described the joint effort with the Film Commission Council to collect data 

towards legislative efforts. This will include key companies, projects, etc in each region to 

show that our counties have skin in the game. These efforts will be updated over the next 

couple of months in preparation for December. 

c) Webinar Update – Sheena   

 Sheena Fowler explained that Jud French and Dave Caserta have offered to craft a 

webinar opportunity for a “Legislative 101”. Will nail down specifics outside of this meeting 

and present recommendations at next legislative committee meeting. Kelly Paige 

explained that after figuring out cost expenditures, they plan to have a legislative update 

across the state (open to all) to that will bring them up to date in preparation for Rally in 

Tally 2015. 

d) Bill review Update – Kelly  

 Kelly Paige explained that Senator Detert recommends mandatory marketing arm to tie in 

emphasis on tourism for the state. Detert does not want to see a local match this year. It 

is in very early stages, but she has run unopposed, so she will be in office. Wants our 

input as an organization and will be working with a respected bill writer. 

 Jud French clarified that it would be a marketing component, rather than marketing arm. 

 A guest posed a question on the anticipated finishing date of the bill. Kelly Paige 

responded that she will be meeting with Detert soon to nail down these dates. 

 Jeanne Corcoran asked if we can be part of an event to connect with the new legislators 

once the elections are final. Kelly Paige responded that the committee had discussed a 

possible reception, but it is difficult to pinpoint a date at this point in the election 

proceedings. 
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 Dave Caserta stated that the official decision will be announced on November 18th, but 

they are looking to give the legislators a break since it is a busy year with elections. Even 

session will be abbreviated. 

 Jeanne Corcoran asked if we could send congratulatory cards to the new elected 

legislators. John Lux responded that the Marketing Committee plans to do so. 

 Jeanne Corcoran asked Dave Caserta for guidance on supporting certain issues and 

certain legislators without taking too much risk. Dave recommends to support who would 

be in our corner to support our industry, personal preferences aside. He recommends that 

we create a document that outlines the basics so everyone is on the same page. 

 Sandy Lighterman explained that some Film Florida members are in positions that do not 

allow them to advocate for one candidate either way. She suggests instead reaching out 

to local business owners/supporters in the area that can have a voice so that they can 

take a position. Kelly Paige suggested getting personally involved as a 

volunteer/supporter to build relationships with these legislators on an individual level. 

Dave Caserta explained that this is the most important time to connect with legislators, 

since they are very open to building relationships before elections. 

 Sheena Fowler stated that many delegation meetings have not been scheduled yet, but 

will be finalized after election. Currently building a shared document that we can work with 

as a committee to get involved on a local level with these delegation meetings. 

 Sheena Fowler introduced the “Legislative Milestones” document, which was shared in 

person and is in the Legislative Committee dropbox. It is a great overview of what is 

coming up and what we should strive for. Bonnie King pointed out that the January – May 

sections need to be changed from 2014 to 2015.  

e) Social Media Update – John   

 John Lux explained that we have stayed engaged with legislators on social media since 

session. 80% of them are active on social media, whether its themselves or their aids. We 

must walk a fine line with supporting certain legislators during the election time, but have 

been strategic about thanking certain individuals without being partisan.  

 Kelly Paige challenged everyone in the room to like Film Florida on Facebook, Follow on 

Twitter, share posts, etc 

 John Lux stated that our social media accounts have accrued over 1,000 followers on 

Twitter and friends of Facebook in the last 8 months. Our numbers are very high 

compared to other organizations and our engagement, although strongest during session, 

has remained strong. 

 Sheena Fowler and Kelly Paige, on behalf of the Legislative Committee, thanked Michelle 

Hillery for hosting the Quarterly Meeting in her region 
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V. New Business  

a) Insight from OFE – Niki Welge  

 Niki Welge explained that her office takes direction from executive leadership. At this 

point, Governor Scott has not come out as an advocate for our incentive program, but 

does support this industry. Because she is part of an office under this executive 

leadership, they cannot lobby for the incentive program, even though they administer it. 

 Sheena Fowler congratulated Niki Welge on her appointment to State Film Commissioner 

on behalf of the Legislative Committee. 

 Niki Welge explained that she is a registered lobbyist and is hopeful that she will be able 

to advocate for the incentive program in the future. The OFE is very supportive of Film 

Florida and would like everyone to know what their office is there to help however and 

whenever they can. They can certainly answer technical questions about the incentive 

and its history. 

 Niki Welge stated that the next FFEAC meeting will take place on September 30th from 

10:30am-12:00pm. 

b) Lobbyist Report - Dave Caserta 

 Dave Caserta congratulated Niki Welge on her new position and echoed the hope that we 

can have open advocacy from the executive office regarding the incentive program. 

 Dave Caserta explained that the lack of success for replenishing the program over the 

past couple of years has had nothing to do with the team or the work we did. Wrong 

place, wrong time. Want to keep momentum going and work with all of the key players. So 

far, meetings have indicated priority is getting more money for this program, long term and 

consistent. 

 Legislators have expressed desire to change the program a bit, since this is their job we 

must respect that but also educate them on any changes that would not benefit the 

industry. 

 Dave thanked Kelly and Sheena for holding pre-session meetings to educate legislators 

and get an early start on the momentum. 

 Michelle Hillery stated that there will be a contract to hire Dave Caserta as our lobbyist 

presented at the Board of Directors Meeting tomorrow, September 23rd.  

c) Review/Feedback on collateral drafts – Sheena **MOTION TO APPROVE 

 One-Sheet 

 Sheena Fowler explained that she has been pulling facts for this year’s one-sheet 

and will share it with the Legislative Committee within days for review. 

 Leah Sokolowsky asked whether there has been an effort yet to get logos of 

supporting affiliates for the back of the one-sheet. The sooner the better. 
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 Sheena Fowler passed around Graham Winick’s promotional item for the 

Governor’s Conference, which displays facts about our relationship to the tourism 

industry. “Film & Entertainment JUICES tourism”. Graham stated that he will share 

this electronically with the Committee. 

 Sandy Lighterman asked if the one-sheet would be visual and catchy, or more of a 

listing with facts. Kelly Paige responded that it will be a flowing one-sheet with facts 

that is visually appealing. 

 Jud French recommended something attention-grabbing like the “Walk the Stars” 

with facts used during last session. These ideas will be thrown to the Marketing 

Committee for consideration. 

 Infogram  

d) Industry Efforts (outside of FF) – Group Discussion  

 Sheena Fowler asked that all meeting attendees share recent updates regarding their 

legislative efforts across the state. 

o Sandy Lighterman had given a report during the Film Commission Council 

meeting regarding her efforts with the Miami-Dade Board of County 

Commissioners. The incentive program passed as a legislative priority for 

Miami-Dade. The Parks Department was also involved, showing it was a 

collaborative effort. Sandy encourages that we challenge each region/county 

to do the same. Dave Caserta commented that it could be a positive thing 

for Film Florida to bring new members and new seats at the table. 

o Jud French has been working on behalf of DMAF with Orlando’s 

independent gaming community (IndieNomicon),  speaking at group meeting 

to bring the digital media  side in on support for the incentive. Jud also met 

with gaming groups out in Space Coast and is looking to combine them with 

the Orlando group. 

o Dale Gordon’s is hosting a reception in November  with John Travolta in 

Tampa Bay (in conjunction with the St. Pete-Clearwater Film Commission). 

They are also allying with local affiliations, such as Hard Rock Casino and 

Port of Tampa Bay. They can benefit from location fees, so they are 

marketing as the most friendly port in the nation in order to get more 

projects. 

o Graham Winick had gathering of city initiative priorities in Miami Beach, 

where the Mayor of Miami Beach said the film incentive is a priority. 

Supporters made a big show in front of the committee to support the 

incentive. 
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o Gail Morgan explained that the new Mayor in Destin met with her to see how 

they could be supportive. Their office will be a supporter and advocate and 

get involved in regional efforts. Actor Tom Gosson Jr. is big advocate in area 

and his wife works for NW Florida State College. Gail asked what kind of 

information she can submit give to make this one of the two things they 

focus on this year. They are considering 5. Sheena responded that the one-

sheet should be ready to use soon. 

o John McKarthy, legislative chairman for SAG AFTRA, has encouraged 

members to participate in Rally in Tally. The priority is to focus on our 

mission and work together as one to get this passed through. Brought over 

100 SAG-AFTRA members up to Tallahassee last session. 

o Joseph Riopel, recent FSU alum, participated in Rally in Tally. He explained 

his background—he used to work with Senator Rehwinkel who hosted our 

reception last session.  

o Jim Barber, friend of Film Florida, attended Rally in Tally last session and 

plans to do so again this year. 

o Tim Frante asked a question based on the current bill draft. He asked if it’s a 

tax credit, why do we put a number on it? Causes a problem and did last 

year when the Senate did an analysis on the ROI. Other states have no limit 

like this but just a percentage that comes back. Kelly Paige asked that he do 

more research on this and send her the information. 

o Adam Lighterman, student and employee of Cineverse Rentals, talked to 

Senator Sobel on how incentives affect him as a film student. He is happy to 

be an advocate and speak on behalf of students that have had to move for 

work and share their stories. 

o Leah Sokolwosky is working with the guilds and labor unions, getting 

professionals involved in these efforts. We haven’t had much of a voice from 

trained professional craftsmen, and they are getting into 4th generation now 

in Florida. Essential to bring them to the table. Leah then presented artwork 

from Aaron Schwartz. The piece displays our heritage and our legacy, and 

can raise money and awareness for Film Florida. The piece was donated 

and Leah will be actively marketing it to raise money (goal, $5,000). Wants 

to create collateral as well (t-shirts, something with Art Bozzle, put it on 

display at events, etc). 

o Lucia Fishburne is leading the Education Council on building a survey to 

send to key leaders from education to find out what their priorities, 
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knowledge, and focus is as it relates to the incentive. Will represent how 

teachers, students, etc are impacted by this effort. Kelly Paige suggestion 

the idea of possibly having a separate Rally in Tally for students. Lucia 

explained that they will have to wait on schedules from the schools at this 

time of the semester. Lucia recommends we talk about it more offline, but 

we have no shortage of students and we cannot assume that all students 

want to stay in Florida.  

o Fred Moyse is working together with Sheena Fowler to calculate numbers on 

full time/part time laborers in the industry, age, total workforce, etc. Leah 

Sokolowsky commented that we must be careful about part-time perceptions 

in our industry since most of these contractors do work full time. 

o Dawson Peden suggested we do a video with students if it’s hard to get 

them on the bus to Tallahassee. Important to share their viewpoints and how 

they see their industry, etc. He will sponsor the equipment to film it. 

o Ralph Clemente agreed that we should have short segments made by 

students that want to stay in Florida. Short profiles would be great. He finds 

it devastating to spend money and time training these students and have 

them take their talent elsewhere.  

o Bonnie King is working with legislators in her area (including Cristafulli and 

Workman), as well as big campaign contributors so that they are a voice in 

the legislator’s ears.  

o Todd Roobin has meetings with legislators and his local representatives 

coming up. Would like to have the one-sheet to bring and leave behind with 

them.  

o John Lux has met with 19 different legislators since session. They usually 

agree to meet with him because he runs a business. If they can talk about 

Film Florida he will, but goes to these meetings as an independent business 

owner. Some among the 19 are the “A-List”, including the Governor. 

o Michelle Hillery explained that the delegation chair in her area is a supporter, 

and the incentive is a priority coming out of Palm Beach County. 

o Jeanne Corcoran is reaching out to not only governmental entities, but 

private sector as well. As part of AFCI, she reached out to Will Seccombe 

from VISIT FLORIDA to speak this Fall at the AFCI conference about film-

induced tourism. Interested and willing until he had a scheduling conflict and 

couldn’t make it, but they are doing a report on film-induced tourism and will 
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promote it as our evidence. Need more cross-pollination with tourism to get 

them engaged in our production community. 

e) Legislation 101 – Dave Caserta (Time Pending)  

 Due to lack of time, the Legislative 101 was postponed. Will be planning a webinar 

and will have a Legislative 101 in December prior to session in person during the 

Quarterly Meetings in Orlando. 

 

VI. Next Steps  

a) Kelly Paige stated that we will have ongoing conversation as a committee about Rally in Tally 

and potential event in Tallahassee throughout the year. Anticipating that we will have 

hundreds there for Rally in Tally, what kind of event can we have? Do we want to have a 

celebrity guest? To be continued offline. 

b) The priority now is to get the one-sheet released for review. 

 

VII. COMMENTS  

VIII. Open for discussion  

IX. Adjournment  - 3:08pm 
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