
 
 

Film Florida  
Legislative Committee Conference Call Meeting Minutes  

Kelly Paige, Chair and Sheena Fowler, Co-Chair  
Tuesday, October 14th :: 10:00am – 11:00am 

 

NEW 
Dial-in Number: (760) 984-1000 

Access Code: 1086645# 
 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 10:04am 

A. Roll Call  

1. Kelly Paige   

2. Michelle Hillery 

3. John Lux 

4. Jud French 

5. Gail Morgan 

6. Susan Simms 

7. Christy Tricoli 

 

II. AGENDA: ADDITIONS & DELETIONS  

 Todd Roobin made a Motion to approve the agenda. 

 Gail Morgan seconded the Motion. 

 The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 

III. MINUTES **MOTION TO APPROVE  

 Todd Roobin made a Motion to approve the meeting minutes from 9-22-14. 

 Kelly Paige seconded the Motion. 

 The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 *An email was received from Leah Sokolowsky outside of the call that pointed out a small 

inaccuracy in the attendee list in the meeting minutes on 9-22-41. This error was fixed for the 

final draft. 

 

IV. BUSINESS  

A. Bill Drafting Update – Kelly  

8. Sheena Fowler 

9. Larry Haber 

10. Niki Welge 

11. Donyelle Marshall 

12. Todd Roobin 

13. Dave Caserta 
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 Kelly Paige explained that Senator Detert has started drafting the bill with two 

separate pots in reference to the marketing fund. Also, the bill will include moving 

the Florida Office of Film & Entertainment over to EFI.  

 Our lobbyist partners have indicated that the priority is to replenish the existing 

incentive program. Senator Detert has spoken with them and they have settled 

on drafting a new bill. Will be short and simple and ready for review in about 2 

weeks. 

 Kelly Paige explained that the county match will not be in the bill. Still very 

important for the film commissioners to send information per county/region 

showing local incentives, local budgets, and other proof of “skin in the game”. 

Michelle Hillery asked if this had been sent out to the Film Commission Council 

yet. Sheena Fowler responded that it had not yet, but that she would send 

information to Dale Gordon to disseminate to the rest of the council. 

 Jud French posed a question about the “short and simple” description of the bill, 

when our program is more complicated and thoroughly vetted. Sheena Fowler 

responded that it means more that there will not be complicated new aspects 

added to the bill. Some of the new things that will be added is a potential 

separate queue for Florida centric projects and gaming. 

 John Lux asked whether the notes from the small group bill drafting meeting 

before the Quarterly Meeting was shared with Senator Detert yet. Sheena Fowler 

responded that Kelly Paige shared the notes with Detert during their previous 

meeting. 

 Michelle Hillery asked whether we can expect to see a first bill draft by the end of 

October. Sheena Fowler said that we should expect a timeline closer to 3 weeks 

away. Dave Caserta added that it is hard to determine an exact date with the 

constant new ideas and wording added last minute by her drafting team. More 

realistic to expect it at the beginning of November.  

 John Lux asked if Senator Detert was amenable to changing the name of the bill 

and the use of the word “incentive”. Kelly Paige responded that she is on board 

with considering the name change. 

 Todd Roobin thanked Kelly Paige and Sheena Fowler on behalf of the group. 

 Kelly Paige added that when it comes to our relationship with Senator Gardiner, 

we need to lay low for awhile. He has already been approached by 4 different 

organizations about our efforts. He has expressed support. Until we hear that 

changes, we need to hold further contact. 
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 LATER IN THE CALL: Kelly Paige had to step off the phone but after calling back 

in, addresses the underutilized bonus. It will definitely stay in the bill, even while 

other bonuses are taken out. Swaying to 10% bonus rather than 5%. Need to 

have more to cover the costs of housing and transporting a qualified crew base 

to these areas. 

 

B. Lobbyist Update – Dave  

 Dave Caserta expressed that is very good news that we are getting an early 

bill draft. Gives us more time to work through this and get an optimal draft. 

 Moving forward, Dave is working on the educational piece to get our team 

and supporters prepared. Working with key players in Tally, who all agree it 

will be important to see what comes out of the Senate. The focus in 

Tallahassee right now is getting people elected. From there, the issues will 

come to the forefront. 

 

C. Collateral review – Sheena  

a. We need to agree that these will be the documents we proceed with for the 

time being  

 Fact Sheet: 

 Todd Roobin made a Motion to approve the draft of the 

industry fact sheet. 

 Kelly Paige seconded the Motion. 

 Discussion: Graham Winick asked if the Film Florida logo was left 

out in order to present this as a general industry document. Sheena 

Fowler confirmed this was the purpose. Michelle Hillery added that 

she felt it should be authored by someone. Graham Winick agreed 

that someone could use the information and mix the message up 

without putting an author on it. Kelly Paige explained that we didn’t 

have a logo last year because we want the industry to be on the 

same page and for the document to be all-inclusive. All agreed that 

it would be a good compromise to have all of the logos on the 

backside, but have Film Florida’s logo centered and slightly larger 

than the others.  

 The Motion was carried unanimously with the agreement that 

the Film Florida logo would be centered and larger on the back 

side of the sheet with the other industry support logos. 
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 Industry Map: 

 Gail Morgan explained that there was a deadline to send additional 

regional companies to add to the map and that she did, but they 

have not been added. Kelly Paige confirmed that she will follow up 

with Sheena to make sure they are added. 

 Graham Winick stated that there is not enough room to list every 

single company, but that we need to include a statement that 

explains that this is just a sampling and there are many more. 

 Michelle Hillery suggested that this map is sent out to the film 

commission council for one last review. It has been changed, but 

not everything is verified as updated. 

 Graham Winick requested that Freeport (Bahamas) and Valdosta 

(Georgia) are removed. We should only be showing Florida. 

 Susan Simms suggested that we add the “approx. 16,000 total 

companies in the state” number to the top of the map to show that 

this is only a small sampling. 

 Kelly Paige agreed and suggested wording such as, “A Portion of 

Florida’s 16,000 Film, TV, & Digital Media Companies” 

 Graham Winick noted that Key West seems to be clipped off so we 

should adjust he map down to include that area. 

 LATER IN THE CALL: Sheena Fowler noted that the map that was 

shared was not the most updated. The most current version will be 

sent out to the committee for further review. 

 One Sheet: 

 This draft will be put on Film Florida letterhead and shared after 

finalized. 

 Todd Roobin suggested that references are added to the bottom of 

the document to show where the numbers were pulled from. He 

also suggested that each region add their own local information 

before bringing this form to their delegation meetings. 

 Michelle Hillery asked John Lux when approximately we will be 

ready to include our new logo on the letterhead. John responded 

that the logo will roll out with the new website, likely between 

Thanksgiving and Christmas time. Kelly Paige requested that they 

push to have the site ready by November 19th (committee week). 
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John Lux replied that it may be possible, but they are only on the 

beginning stages of preparing the site. 

 Legislative Tool Kit: 

 Sheena Fowler explained that Christy Tricoli and Leah Sokolwosky 

sent last year’s legislative tool kit documents for updates. Sheena 

has updated the current numbers and dates, and Christy will have 

this uploaded to our website soon. 

b. Need help gathering logos to place on the back of the documents so they 

can be industry focused rather than just Film Florida  

 Christy Tricoli will deploy the approved fact sheet to our members, 

partners and supporters requesting logos for the backside. 

D. Gubernatorial Election – Sheena  

 Kelly Paige explained that we as an organization are not supporting any 

candidates directly. We are focusing now on the legislation and getting the 

bill drafted. We look forward to working with the committee chairs once they 

are elected. This is very sensitive and we must be careful and conscientious 

about showing support for any individuals before the elections. 

 Dave Caserta explained that Governor Scott’s campaign reached out and 

thanked us for the invitation to meet at the Governor’s Conference. His team 

was not available at the time, but is an ongoing supporter of our industry and 

says that after the elections will have an open door to discuss our efforts. 

Michelle Hillery commented that while we appreciate his comments, this 

time before the election seems to be the most important for us to connect 

with Governor Scott directly for a public show of support.  

E. Committee Week Event – Sheena  

 Sheena Fowler explained that after vetting the possibility with multiple Film 

Florida committees, we are looking to host a committee week event on 

November 19th. Could be held at Governor’s mansion. Smart to have it 

during an organizational week so that there is more attention paid, rather 

than the craziness of session in March. This is a month away, so the 

committee will be working feverishly on getting things finalized. 

 Todd Roobin asked for clarification on whether this was a Film Florida-

hosted event. Kelly and Sheena confirmed this and stated they will be 

seeking sponsors for the event costs. 

 Graham Winick added that if this event is going to be costly, we must have a 

magnet to encourage people to attend. Food and drink is not enough. 
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Celebrity guests are a great idea. However, is it better to make that effort 

now or during session? 

 Possible celebrity guests include: John Travolta, Kelly Preston, Don 

Johnson, Dwayne Johnson. Dwayne Johnson is here filming Ballers, John 

Travolta will be at an event in Tampa on November 20 at the Hard Rock. 

Need to coordinate travel which involves getting a private jet for transport. 

 Kelly Paige asked Todd Roobin to invite Don Davis’ family to attend and 

speak with legislators to continue Don Davis’ legacy. Todd will pursue this. 

 The invitation list will be limited. Any Film Florida members that want to 

attend will likely need to be an event sponsor. Will coordinate these details 

once the cost logistics are figured out. 

 Kelly and Sheena asked that everyone hold November 19th for the event, 

pending confirmation.  

F. Next Steps  

 Kelly Paige asked that everyone on the call work on accomplishing what 

was talked about today, and watch the gubernatorial debate tomorrow night 

(10-15-14). 

V. COMMENTS  

A. Open for discussion  

 More on potential celebrity guests: Having Dwayne Johnson as the celebrity 

guest at the Committee Week event would be timely. Graham Winick will 

make the ask, but not until the travel logistics are confirmed. Having an 

event mid-week is tough with the Ballers schedule. Kelly Paige is asking 2 

contacts with planes for availability. Legend Member Brad Fuller also has a 

prop plane. Graham Winick added that we can afford fuel costs, but not a jet 

rental. We will have to work with our connections. Dave Caserta asked if 

Wahlberg is a possibility, as Herta Suarez indicated she might be able to 

connect with him. Kelly Paige noted that travel for Wahlberg would be more 

complicated and costly from California, so we will try some of the Florida-

based options first. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT - 11:32am 
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