
 
 

Film Florida  
Legislative Committee Conference Call Meeting Minutes  

Kelly Paige, Chair and Sheena Fowler, Co-Chair  
Tuesday, October 21st :: 10:00am – 11:00am 

 

NEW 
Dial-in Number: (760) 984-1000 

Access Code: 1086645# 
 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

A. Roll Call  

1. Sheena Fowler  

2. Michelle Hillery 

3. Warren Skeels 

4. John Lux 

5. Jud French 

6. Todd Roobin 

7. Sandy Lighterman 

 

 Sheena initiated the discussion by reviewing suggestions on bill title. Working from Florida Film, TV & 

Digital Media Job Creation & Retention Investment Program 

 General agreement was that the title is too long. Sheena asked whether it is necessary to keep Film, TV, & 

Digital Media in the title. Jud French commented that part of the reason we use Entertainment in our tagline 

is to shorten it. Michelle Hillery asked about adding the term “production”, and asked why we took 

“entertainment” out. Todd Roobin responded that politicians do not respond well to the term “entertainment”. 

Sandy Lighterman added that we used “entertainment” in the title last year so that it was all-encompassing. 

Title of bill last year was “Entertainment Industry Financial Incentive Program”. Todd Roobin asked if Detert 

was keen on taking out the terms “entertainment” and “incentive”. Sheena Fowler responded that “incentive” 

is the main term she’s considering taking out.  

 Jud French suggested we consider the term “job creation”. Michelle Hillery likes the word “investment”. John 

Lux added that the word “investment” typically means money, and investments are risky. Legislators say 

their priority is jobs jobs jobs, so “job creation” is a good focus. 

 Jud French proposed a full title of “Entertainment Production Job Creation Act”. Others suggested we might 

need to add “Florida”. Jud French asked whether it was necessary to have a state name in a state bill. 

Sheena Fowler commented that all of the other state’s bills have their state name included. “Florida 

Entertainment Production Job Creation Act”. 

 John Lux asked about the term “retention”.  Is it needed, or just a buzz word? Todd Roobin said he likes the 

term but not sure we need it if it makes the bill title unnecessarily long. Michelle Hillery added that even if we 

have “creation & retention” in the title, we don’t have to use the long name colloquially. “Florida’s 

Entertainment Production Job Creation and Retention Act”. 

8. Niki Welge 

9. Donyelle Marshall 

10. Gail Morgan 

11. Dale Gordon 

12. Dave Caserta 

13. Christy Tricoli 
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 John Lux added that as a secondary suggestion, we can put forward “Florida’s Film, TV, and Digital 

Media Job Creation and Retention Act” if Detert prefers the more specific categories. 

 Sheena Fowler stated that she will draft these title options up and send to Detert for feedback. 

 Sheena Fowler noted that the meeting minutes from the 10/14/14 call were sent out for approval, but will be 

voted on during the next call to allow enough time for review.  

 Sheena Fowler stated that the Legislative Milestones document was updated and sent out. 

 Sheena Fowler asked if there were any comments on the last debate between the gubernatorial candidates. 

Gail Morgan stated that she though a film question was going to be brought up. Nothing was so all are 

hoping for one tonight during the second debate. 

 Sheena Fowler discussed rotunda availability and potential Rally in Tally dates. March is completely 

unavailable for rotunda rental, leaving availability in February and early April. John Lux asked how important 

it is to have the rotunda. Jud French responded that in past years, it was a good opportunity for grabbing 

attention, photo opps, etc. We did not have the rotunda last year. 

 Sandy Lighterman suggested that we book the rotunda ASAP. We can always cancel. Niki Welge agreed 

and said the space books up almost immediately.  

 Christy Tricoli asked if many legislators are present in Tallahassee in April. Sheena Fowler responded that 

early committee meetings are possible. Niki Welge said that their schedule won’t be made until after 

elections. 

 Regarding April dates, there are only early April dates available due to the tradeshow calendar and Easter 

and Passover fall on the first two weeks. April will be very difficult. 

 Michelle Hillery asked about the committee week event on 11/19 proposed on the last call. Sheena Fowler 

answered that she and Kelly Paige have been back and forth but decided to focus on the event in Tampa 

that week and work towards an event during Rally in Tally. Dave Caserta agreed that since we are coming 

off a very tough election, people will not be focused on other things during committee week.  

 Michelle Hillery mentioned that Governor Scott posted a comment about our industry on Facebook, over 

200 likes and 80 comments, congratulating dolphin tale and supporting the film industry in Florida. Todd 

Roobin suggested if anyone is comfortable/allowed, post some positive comments to offset the negative 

feedback.  

 Michelle Hillery asked Dave Caserta whether it would be beneficial to send a letter from Film Florida to Gov 

Scott to let him know we saw the post and appreciate the support and hope that if reelected, he will help us 

in our efforts. Dave Caserta expressed wanting to mull it over, but his initial thought is that it is a positive 

thing. Michelle Hillery proposed sending a similar letter to Crist’s team for visiting us during the Governor’s 

Conference. Dave Caserta expressed concern about this idea and how it might look to send the same letter 

to both camps. General discussion followed on why it is important to thank both since we are in a unique 

position before the election where both candidates have spoken out in their own way with support of our 

industry. We do not want to miss this chance to continue an open conversation with the candidates. Our 

efforts are finally getting recognition and attention. General consensus was to not post on any social media 

with these “thank you”s, but send personal letters from Michelle on behalf of Film Florida. Michelle 

expressed a desire to discuss this further offline with Todd Bonlarron and Dave Caserta, but does not want 

to move forward without the support of the organization. 

 Todd Roobin made a Motion to Approve the legislative committee supporting Michelle Hillery’s decision 

regarding the personal letters from the President of Film Florida to both candidates following an offline 

conversation with Dave Caserta and Todd Bonlarron. 

 Jud French seconded the Motion. 

 The Motion was carried with Sheena Fowler abstaining. 
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 Michelle Hillery stated that FADMO agreed to make the entertainment industry incentive program a priority 

this year. Dave Caserta added that it is critical to get these kinds of organizations on board to make our 

efforts a priority. Sandy Lighterman added that during a meeting with VISIT FLORIDA, they stated that 

FADMO support was something to seek out since VISIT FLORIDA cannot lobby.  

 Michelle Hillery stated that we are planning to hold another quarterly meeting next year in conjunction with 

the Governor’s Conference on Tourism in Tampa. Marty Lewis (St. Augustine) will host the annual meeting. 

Michelle Hillery and Sheena Fowler will send out information on the December QM in Orlando next week. 

 Todd Roobin discussed the debate tonight. Asked if anyone has connections with CNN so that we can plant 

a question. Jud French mentioned that the public is able to submit questions on social media. If enough 

people submit similar questions, it might go through. Todd said he would look into contacting someone since 

the debate is being held in Jacksonville. 

 Sheena Fowler adjourned the meeting at 11:21am. 
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