
 
 

Film Florida  
Legislative Committee Conference Call Meeting Minutes  

Kelly Paige, Chair and Sheena Fowler, Co-Chair  
Wednesday, November 5th : 10:00am – 11:00am 

 

Dial-in Number: (760) 984-1000 
Access Code: 1086645# 

 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

A. Roll Call  

1. Kelly Paige  

2. Sheena Fowler 

3. Dale Gordon 

4. Larry Haber 

5. John Lux 

6. Paul Sirmons 

7. Susan Simms 

 

 Kelly Paige explained that there is no formal agenda today because the committee was waiting on the 

election results. Our focus now will shift to finding a champion on the House side—likely a Republican rep. 

Crisafulli will be speaking with Senator Detert about who he feels some of the key leaders might be in the 

House and who should sponsor our bill. Kelly anticipates giving this process about 10-14 days to find out 

who he suggests, and if there is no input, we will go about searching for someone on our own. 

 Kelly Paige explained that Senator Detert would like to have her be the central point person. We will 

continue taking Dave’s input on everything, but Kelly will be the go-between specifically with Detert. 

 Kelly Paige added that because of the outcome of the election of the Senator in the Palm Beach region, it is 

unclear who will be the next Senate President, as the swing vote for Latvala is now uncertain. 

 Kelly Paige provided updates on bill drafting. Senator Detert is continuing her work on it and will meet with 

her bill drafter, Niki Welge, and Kelly Paige to get some insight. Having Niki there will mean someone who 

deals with the incentive on a day-to-day basis has input. 

 Kelly Paige explained that we are still waiting to hear how the current waitlist line will work for a new bill. 

Uncertain whether we will keep people in line, or have everyone reapply with a fresh slate. The feeling now 

is that Detert would prefer a clean slate. Paul Sirmons noted that those in line will not be happy about a 

clean slate, but he is unsure what the legality is if they signed up under a completely different program and a 

new bill is put in place. They might have to reapply since it is a new legal document. Susan Simms added 

that the money coming back from Digital Domain will go to people in the queue, but that will still leave about 

$40 million worth of projects on the waiting list.  

 Susan Simms explained that the most important thing we should stress with Detert is that if the money part 

of the bill changes, the administrative implementation needs to change as well. The rules & regulations are 

just as important as the dollar amount. 

8. Noelle Stevenson 

9. Herta Suarez 

10. Jud French 

11. Niki Welge 

12. Michelle Hillery 

13. Dave Caserta 

14. Christy Tricoli 
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 Kelly Paige asked about the designation between conditionally and unconditionally certified. Susan Simms 

explained that there is no such thing as “unconditionally”, but “conditionally” certified projects are approved 

to receive money whenever more money comes to the program. 

 Kelly Paige asked if it is a problem when people overbid on their budget. Susan Simms explained that they 

do so because they can only get the amount of tax credits they have applied for. They overshoot in case 

their project will go over budget, but the audit solves the problem of them getting more money than they are 

due. 

 Kelly Paige raised the question of how to get better funding for the OFE. If a bill is passed, there is bound to 

be an influx of project and possibly a more complicated process. Niki Welge responded that the funding 

would have to be in the bill. In the past, they got an additional full-time position approved for Herb by writing 

into the bill. Additional OPS funding can be requested outside of the bill but it comes from their operational 

budget.  

 Dave Caserta reported on the election. The positive is that for the most part, the candidates that are 

supportive of our industry got elected, but now we need to get our mission to the Governor in order to not 

become a pawn between the House and Senate. Needs to be a priority in both houses. 

 Dave Caserta explained that they had a very poor turnout for volunteers on the campaign, but said a special 

thanks to John McKarthy for pulling together close to 10 volunteers from SAG. Others from outside of our 

industry volunteered as well. Dave will be meeting with leadership soon to discuss who should be our 

champion on the House side. Senate President will be up in 2 years, and the seat is still up in the air 

between Latvala and Negron. 

 Kelly Paige discussed Rally in Tally and the potential of partnering with FADMO on Tourism Day March 11. 

Sheena Fowler added that they are working out the details, but the current focus is the Quarterly Meeting in 

December. Michelle Hillery added that FADMO invited us to join them on Tourism Day, but this might not be 

our actual Rally in Tally. Kelly added that it would be fun to get a booth set up with a green screen for 

pictures with legislators, that can later be turned into a gift to be delivered during Rally in Tally. 

 Paul Sirmons referenced the previous conversations about funding for the OFE and explained that we will 

need to propose an exact position and salary, not just ask for more money in general. Kelly Paige asked if 

we should defer this to the FFEAC to take on since they are the advisory board. Dave Caserta affirmed that 

this is what we should do. The FFEAC put forward a suggestion and we can include it in the bill as an 

adjustment coming straight from the advisory council. 

 Kelly Paige suggested that we should also discuss in detail the fact that Senator Detert feels strongly about 

moving the OFE. As it was in the bill last year, they would be moved to EFI. During the meeting with Detert 

next week, Kelly will find out where her mind is make sure all of the major players are getting together to 

discuss what this would look like. Niki Welge added that the last time there was a major push for this, the 

way it would look would emulate traditional incentives programs. The compliance piece/incentives staff 

would stay at the DEO in Tallahasse, and anyone in sales/marketing (i.e. Susan Simms, Niki Welge, 

Donyelle Marshall) would go to EFI in Orlando. There was no coordination between EFI and DEO back 

when this push occurred, but we need Senator Detert to understand that the incentive will not be erased 

from the DEO all together. 

 Closing out the call, Kelly Paige said she will create a target list to send to Christy Tricoli to disseminate. 

The focus now is bill writing. Dave Caserta said a special thanks to Kelly Paige, Sheena Fowler, and 

Michelle Hillery for all they are doing. Kelly Paige thanked Dave for his effort in organizing the volunteers. 

 Meeting Adjourned: 11:20am 
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