
 

 

 
Executive Board of Directors - Meeting Minutes 

 
Monday, June 15, 2015 at 12:00pm  

Dial-in Number: (605) 475-4800 
Access Code: 224554# 

 
I. Call to Order – Michelle Hillery – 12:04pm 

 
II. Roll Call – Michelle Hillery 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 MICHELLE HILLERY, Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission; President 
 JUD FRENCH, FSU College of Motion Picture Arts; 1

st
 Vice President  

 KELLY PAIGE, Level Talent Group; 2
nd

 Vice President  
 JOHN LUX, IDEAS; Treasurer 
 HERTA SUAREZ, SAG-AFTRA; Secretary 
 SHEENA FOWLER, WIFT-FL; Executive Board Member At-Large  
 LEAH SOKOLOWSKY, Teamsters Local 769; Immediate Past President   

 

STAFF 
 Christy Tricoli, Executive Administrator 

 

III. Discussion 
 
Michelle Hillery explained that based on the progress of Special Session over the 
weekend and the Legislative Committee conference call this morning, there are 
many thoughts about what strategy we should follow moving forward in the coming 
days. An emergency meeting of the Executive Board was called to make a decision. 
 
Kelly Paige noted that both President Gardiner and Speaker Crisafulli are on a 
plane to Miami, and the Governor is in Paris. Kelly asked what our primary message 
would be to them. Are we asking for a chance to be added to the budget, or to rectify 
the 40% staff cut to the state office? Sheena Fowler expressed the importance of 
supporting the state office since eliminating part of the film office eliminates Florida’s 
ability to explore any competitive position as a high production state. Reducing the 
film office staff reduces any non-incentivized opportunities to build the industry to a 
point that it doesn’t need to rely on incentives, which is exactly what the legislature 
seems to be asking of the industry. Kelly Paige added that undoing the damage to 
the state office should be a priority, especially since this will negatively affect regions 
all over the state and build upon whatever effort we are already going to be tied up in 
for a program next year. Michelle Hillery agreed that the state office it is a symbol of 
our statewide industry as a whole so it is crucial that we act on their issue, especially 
since it may be something we are able to salvage if it was a mistake in the first place. 
Kelly Paige asked how we would be able to find out if it was a mistake, and 
suggested that before we make any decision we find out more information from their 



 

 

team. 
 
Michelle Hillery asked if the Executive Board agreed that something needs to be 
done during these final hours rather than quietly awaiting the outcome. The 
Executive Board agreed. Sheena Fowler suggested that we arm our lobbyists and 
partners in Tallahassee with talking points to rectify the state office staff cut. 
Michelle Hillery stated that she received bullet points from Niki Welge on their office 
responsibilities and will send the information to the right place once we determine 
next steps. 
 
Kelly Paige, after returning from a call with Senator Detert, indicated that Detert 
supports us moving forward with a message to the masses to contact Crisafulli and 
Gardiner in a final effort to be added to the budget. John Lux suggested that we 
send a message stating that we are not currently in the budget, and only the Speaker 
and the President have the opportunity to change that. It would be a call-to-action to 
email/call them now to ask to support the entertainment industry. Michelle Hillery 
agreed and added that while we have been worried about being a nuisance in the 
past by contacting these legislators in mass amounts, we cannot hold back anymore. 
Kelly Paige added that since we are a trade organization, we owe it to our industry 
to empower individuals to speak their voice in the final hours. Michelle Hillery 
suggested that we include in the social media blast that they have cut our film office 
salary budget by 40% to insight further support. John Lux stated that he will release 
a call-to-action message on social media, and Christy Tricoli will email it to our 
distribution list. Sheena Fowler suggested that we communicate this plan to our 
partners before it gets released. The Executive Board agreed and Michelle Hillery 
stated that she will contact Dave Caserta to communicate to our partners and 
champions in Tallahassee. 
 

IV. Adjournment – 12:57pm 


