
 

 

Executive Board of Directors - Meeting Minutes 
 

Friday, May 29, 2015 at 10:00am  
Dial-in Number: (605) 475-4800 

Access Code: 224554# 
 

I. Call to Order – Michelle Hillery – 10:10am 
 

II. Roll Call & Introductions – Michelle Hillery 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 MICHELLE HILLERY, Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission; President 
 JUD FRENCH, FSU College of Motion Picture Arts; 1

st
 Vice President  

 KELLY PAIGE, Level Talent Group; 2
nd

 Vice President  
 JOHN LUX, IDEAS; Treasurer 
 HERTA SUAREZ, SAG-AFTRA; Secretary 
 SHEENA FOWLER, WIFT-FL; Executive Board Member At-Large  
 LEAH SOKOLOWSKY, Teamsters Local 769; Immediate Past President   

 

STAFF 
 Christy Tricoli, Executive Administrator 

 
III. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

Jud French made a Motion to Approve the agenda. 
John Lux seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 
Jud French later made a request to separate the discussion of the Orlando 
Tech Association sponsorship with a discussion of Orlando IX since they are 
separate entities. 

 
IV. Executive Board of Directors Minutes - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

A. March 3, 2015* 
Jud French made a Motion to Approve the Executive Board of 
Directors Meeting Minutes from March 3, 2015. 
John Lux seconded the Motion. 

  The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 

V. Old Business 
A. Film Florida Administration – Michelle Hillery 

1. June 30, 2015 Board of Directors Agenda Review* 
Michelle Hillery presented a draft of the agenda for the Board of 
Directors Meeting on June 30th, explaining that St. Augustine Film 
Commissioner/Host Marty Lewis has planned events to highlight the St. 
Augustine area. Michelle explained that we added a half hour to the 
meeting to prevent the rush that typically occurs during the last part of the 
Board meeting.  
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John Lux asked about the Sizzle Reel Award and what the backup would 
be for it. Michelle responded that it would be the press release. 
 
Michelle Hillery asked John Lux if Rep. Miller was invited and planned to 
join any part of the Annual Meeting. John responded that he is interested 
but we need to give him the date and time to confirm for certain. John will 
ask if he is comfortable with us announcing his appearance by email blast 
beforehand. Michelle added that he is welcome to join either the 
Legislative Committee Meeting or the Board of Directors Meeting 
according to his availability, but likely would be best served at the 
Legislative Committee Meeting. Whether or not we are successful at the 
end of Special Session, it would be a good opportunity for our members 
to hear directly from him. 
 
Michelle Hillery mentioned that the Keys may be a possibility for the 
Annual Meeting in 2016. It is tabled for now until further discussion with 
Rita Troxel. 
 
Michelle Hillery concluded that if there is anything to be added to the 
agenda, be sure to touch base with Michelle or Christy with enough time 
that the agenda packet can be sent out a week before the meeting on 
Tuesday June 23rd. 

 
B. Budget & Finance Committee – John Lux 

1. Federal Tax Returns 2015* 
John Lux explained that Film Florida’s tax filings are complete and it was 
a relatively simple process working with our accountant Wini Stowe. We 
did not owe any money.  
 

2. Legislative Affairs Contract Payment Update 
John Lux stated that final payment was mailed today for Dave Caserta’s 
contract. 

 
C. Membership & Capacity Committee – Sheena Fowler 

John Lux explained that he and Christy Tricoli would prepare a membership 
accrual comparison update from May 2014 vs. May 2015 to present at the Board 
meeting. We are up substantially in total memberships. 
 

D. Marketing & Communications Committee – John Lux 
1. Purchase of Marketing Materials: Stickers, T-Shirts & Magnets (Under 

$1,800) - **MOTION TO APPROVE 
Michelle Hillery stated that the organization is planning to order more 
marketing materials. The stickers have been a great success and many 
people have been involved with sending in pictures of the stickers on their 
gear and on set. It is a cost effective way of getting our name out there. 
John Lux added that by the end of June we will be out of the 1500 
original stickers, which was a 6 month total span since the campaign 



 

 

stated. John is planning to reorder with Executive Board approval. John 
added that he would also like to order magnets so that people can put 
them on their cars rather than stickers. The plan is to start with 500 
magnets at one dollar a piece. In lieu of baseball caps, we can also order 
t-shirts toward the end of the year as an incentive for new/renewed 
members. 
 
Jud French suggested that we might want to sell the t-shirts and hats 
online to show their cost value and bring in some revenue. John agreed 
that we could consider it but it would require some administrative support. 
John confirmed that all of the new marketing materials will fall under 
$1,800 total. 
 
Jud French made a Motion to Approve the allocation of 
$1,800 or less for marketing materials. 
Leah Sokolowsky seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
E. Legislative Committee – Kelly Paige & Sheena Fowler 

Kelly Paige explained that she was able to meet several people in Tampa for the 
EFI quarterly meeting last week. Governor Scott spoke about people contacting 
their legislators to vote no for Medicaid. The temperature of the situation is very 
uncertain for Special Session due to the complicated issues surrounding 
healthcare. Kelly expressed that she is confident we will be proposed for the 
budget, but not sure about our chances of receiving any allocation. Kelly 
explained that if we do get money allocated, legislators will want to do away with 
the line because it will be a smaller allocation for a short period of time. If the line 
stays we are not bringing in any new business. The queue is in rule making and 
not the statute, so the current line can be eliminated lawfully. 

 
F. Trade Shows & Special Events Committee – John Lux 

1. Sponsorship Requests 
i. VISIT FLORIDA Business Partnership Renewal ($500) - 

**MOTION TO APPROVE 
Michelle Hillery explained that our Business Partnership with 
VISIT FLORIDA is due for renewal. 
Jud French made a Motion to Approve the Business 
Partnership Renewal with VISIT FLORIDA. 
Herta seconded the Motion 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 

ii. Florida Chamber of Commerce Membership ($1,000) - **MOTION 
TO APPROVE 
Michelle Hillery explained that the services the Chamber 
provided during this legislative session were invaluable and they 
were a fantastic partner and supporter. John Lux suggested we 
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become a member to build upon that relationship and our 
commitment. 
 
Jud French asked what the $1,000 level of membership includes 
for benefits compared to other investment levels. John Lux 
explained that this is the least expensive level and it does not 
have as many benefits as the other levels, but certainly shows our 
support. Jud agreed that it is well worth the investment. 
 
Leah Sokolowsky noted that usually as a member you can 
attend regional events. Who would be our representative and what 
region would we participate in? Jud French suggested we find out 
if we must choose one representative or if any member from the 
organization can attend. 
 
Jud French made a Motion to Approve the Florida 
Chamber of Commerce membership. 
Kelly Paige seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 

iii. Orlando Tech Association Sponsorship (Net $500) - **MOTION 
TO APPROVE 
John Lux introduced the organization and explained that in an 
effort to bridge the gap between the traditional film & TV industry 
in Florida and digital media, this would be a way for us to get 
involved and partner with leaders in the tech industry. John had 
previously discussed with them a reciprocal membership of $2500 
to us for Star level and $3000 to them as Community Supporter. 
The net cost to us would be $500. If they do not do reciprocal we 
can join at the $500 membership, but there are fewer benefits at 
that level. 
 
John Lux mentioned that one critique of the organization is that 
they stay within themselves and they could branch out more. 
John believes that our partnership could accomplish that. Jud 
French added that he works closely with them and supports this, 
but the only concern is that this is us taking a membership role in 
an association, and any decision we make sets a precedent for 
how we judge what organizations we join and which we do not. 
Kelly Paige agreed and added that this is the only sponsorship 
proposal she is hesitant on since they are brand new and we do 
not know if they will indeed branch out more in the future. Leah 
Sokolowsky suggested we consider a sponsorship of an event 
rather than a membership, that way we build a relationship and 
see how beneficial that relationship will be before committing to a 
long-term membership. 
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Michelle Hillery concluded that John Lux and Jud French will 
move forward with meeting with the organization and building a 
relationship before moving forward with a membership. The 
Executive Board will not move forward with approving anything at 
this time but will await further information for discussion. 
 

iv. OrlandoIX Sponsorship Discussion 
Jud French explained that Graham Winick asked him to 
investigate an opportunity for Film Florida’s participation in 
OrlandoIX. Jud noted that it is a regional SXSW type of event 
focused on digital creatives in the industry. It is hosted for four 
days in Downtown Orlando, including an international gaming 
competition in the Amway Arena, seminars, a start-up weekend, 
and much more. There are no prescribed packages, but we could 
put together a unique package that makes us a named sponsor. 
Jud estimated that it could possibly cost up to $2,000, which 
would give us national recognition as they promote this throughout 
the country. Jud added that we could also host a Film Florida 
panel with a named speaker from the digital arena. Leah 
Sokolowsky suggested we might partner with the state film office 
on this sponsorship since the event would be up their alley to 
support. Jud concluded that he will speak with Niki Welge with the 
OFE and have something prepared to discuss at the June Board 
meeting.  
 

2. Scheduling of Upcoming Quarterly Meetings 
i. Tampa – August 31-September 2, 2015 (In Conjunction with 

Governor’s Conference on Tourism and Legends is Revived) 
Michelle Hillery explained that she has reached out to Dale 
Gordon to discuss how Legends may be executed. Michelle will 
provide more information once she able to discuss it further with 
Dale. 

 
ii. Orlando – December 2015 (In Conjunction with WIFT-FL’s Jingle 

Mingle) 
 

iii. Tallahassee – February 2016 (In Conjunction with 2016 
Legislative Session) 

 
VI. Future Executive Board Meetings  

 
VII. Adjournment – 11:20am 

 *Backup Provided 
 
**Needs Motion & Approval 
 
***Previously Approved by Executive Board 

 


