
Film Commission Council Agenda 
Gail Morgan, Chair and Jeanne Corcoran, Co-Chair 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 
11:00am – 12:00pm EST 

Conference Call Line: 641-715-3580, Code: 720489# 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 11:04pm
A. Roll Call

1. Gail Morgan
2. Jeanne Corcoran
3. Christy Andreoni
4. Sandy Ligherman
5. Susan Simms
6. Marty Lewis
7. John Lux
8. Michelle Hillery
9. Dee Belz
10. Sheena Fowler
11. Lindsey Sandrin
12. Maggie McCarty
13. Niki Welge
14. Graham Winick
15. Bonnie King

B. Press or Public in Attendance
There was no press in attendance on the call.

II. AGENDA: ADDITIONS & DELETIONS *** MOTION TO APPROVE
Jeanne Corcoran made a Motion to Approve the agenda as presented.
Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion.
The Motion was carried unanimously.

III. MINUTES *** MOTION TO APPROVE
A. June 23, 2016*

Gail Morgan and Jeanne Corcoran noted some spelling changes to adjust on the
draft of the minutes. Christy Andreoni confirmed that the errors would be corrected.
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Marty Lewis made a Motion to Approve the minutes from June 
23, 2016 with the requested spelling changes.  
Maggie McCarty seconded the Motion.  
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS  

A. Trade Show and Events – Graham Winick 
Graham Winick reported that there were no new trade show updates since the 
meeting in Sarasota. The Toronto International Film Festival is the next upcoming 
show, and it is not too late for participants to sign up. If Film Florida has enough 
participation, we can hold a second event. 
 
Graham Winick added that the next show Film Florida will advertise is NATPE. We 
will also be reaching out for interest in SXSW since it is crucial that attendees book a 
hotel early to be in walking distance from the conference. 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Drones & Upcoming Changes to FAA Regulations* - Sandy Lighterman/Dee Belz 

Gail Morgan thanked the FilMiami team for sharing their office’s information 
gathered on drone regulations. Sandy Lighterman thanked her colleague, Dee Belz, 
for spearheading the effort on behalf of their office. Sandy explained that their 
approach to drone permitting is to permit lift off and landing only in order to protect 
county property. The paperwork they have prepared ensures that federal level 
requirements are being followed. All forms were created in collaboration with the 
FAA and sanctioned drone companies. 
 
Dee Belz spoke about the differences between regulations now and how they will 
change when the new guidelines are in effect in August. As of now, a section 333 
waiver is required for commercial drone use. As of August 29th, you will not need a 
section 333 waiver to fly a drone if your drone is less than 55 lbs. The 333 was one 
of the hardest certifications to get and the application process was the most time 
consuming. The 333 includes 32 restrictions in each waiver. Those restrictions are 
included on all commercial drone permits. After August, production companies that 
have the 333 waiver will be grandfathered in, or can follow the new regulations. 
Many of the new regulations are part of the 333 waiver, including that the drone must 
be flown or supervised by a licensed pilot. A piloting certificate can now be obtained 
from the FAA to fly a drone. The new regulations still require a spotter, and the drone 
must be flown 500 feet away from non-participants and 5 miles from an airport 
unless you receive a COA (Certificate of Authorization). Graham Winick added that 
there are still requirements on keeping a direct line of site, so operators that use 
virtual goggles for a piloting method will not be approved. Graham emphasized 
Dee’s point that drones may not fly over any indirect public, which limits location 
feasibility. Dee added that due to this particular restriction, the Miami-Dade office 
currently only allows drone use in two places, also requiring an officer on site with 
the drone staying only over the water. They cannot allow drones to fly over roads or 
traffic. Graham agreed and explained that the City of Miami Beach has only allowed 
shots from the ocean onto the beach, but the production company must pay for 
sufficient barricades and police to control the beachfront and swim zone to protect 
the public.  
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Sandy Lighterman pointed out on the paperwork provided that there are more rules 
on the new application form than the old. This is because many of the rules were 
previously included on the 333. Many of those rules still apply to the new procedure 
and therefore are included here rather than where it was on the 333. 
 
Bonnie King asked for guidance on what each film commission can do moving 
forward to enforce these regulations in each jurisdiction. Sandy Lighterman 
suggested that each office work with the sample and determine how you want to 
implement the rules. Graham Winick explained that each municipality exerts 
authority over their airspace up to 1000 ft. It is up to us as regional offices to enforce 
the federal regulations and have production companies comply with all requirements. 
Sandy added that we cannot control what happens on private property, but on public 
property, we can assist and approve requests if they are able to strictly adhere to the 
take-off and landing requirements, abiding by federal regulations. 
 

B. Hosting of Future Quarterly Meetings 
a. August 2016, Greater Miami – Sandy Lighterman/Graham Winick 

Graham Winick stated that the next Quarterly Meeting will take place in 
Miami from August 17-19. Graham suggested that all attendees plan to arrive 
on Wednesday as early as possible since there will be afternoon events 
starting at 3pm, followed by a reception that evening at the Langford Hotel 
rooftop. Sandy Lighterman added that we will be visiting the MAGIC school 
at Miami-Dade College, which opened a year ago and is quickly becoming 
very relevant worldwide in educating animators. Graham added that there will 
be a tour of Viacom on Thursday evening as well. 
 

b. December 2016, Orlando – Sheena Fowler 
Sheena Fowler explained that WIFT-FL is still finalizing dates for Jingle 
Mingle and she will advise as soon as possible on the date range for our 
meetings. 
 

C. State Office of Film & Entertainment Update – Niki Welge/Susan Simms 
Niki Welge reported that the OFE has reached the end of their fiscal year since the 
last meeting in Sarasota. The OFE team is completing their annual performance 
measures, and if they reach out for any information from local film offices, Niki asked 
that we reply as quickly as possible. The OFE is planning this year’s marketing and 
operating budget, with additional cuts being made to the operating budget. Niki 
explained that new travel rules have come down from the legislature, causing a cut 
to travel expenses by 50%. Proviso language has been included in the budget that 
they can no longer spend more than $150/night on hotel rooms. The marketing plan 
will be even tighter than it was last year, making it an even more challenging year for 
the OFE. Everything must be “mission critical” to get approval. Donyelle Marshall 
will be out of the office on medical leave for 6 weeks, possibly more. Niki asked that 
everyone keep that in mind and send any questions normally directed to Donyelle to 
Niki instead. Susan Simms explained that Niki will be doing sales tax exemptions, 
and Susan will be handling production related items in Donyelle’s absence. Susan 
asked that everyone please be patient as they cover the work of many positions. 
 

D. Legislator Feedback on Shifts in Strategy/Program Options – Christy Andreoni 
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Christy Andreoni suggested that while the Legislative Committee is working on 
strategy for the upcoming year, film commissions across the state reach out to meet 
with key legislators in their region to discuss strategy and/or share their remarks from 
previous meetings. The Film Commission Council inherently represents regions all 
across the state and could have key insight for a potentially successful strategy on 
the state level. Since we know we are unable to pass a barrier with certain 
unsupportive legislators on the incentive program, what programs are they open to 
considering? Christy listed potential alternative programs discussed in the past 
including product placement advertising, Visit Florida model of a P3, etc. Sheena 
Fowler asked for clarification on what the Council is being asked to do, and Christy 
responded that we either share information previously gained in meetings or plan 
meetings with legislators in each region for this insight. Sheena noted that she will 
be meeting soon with some of her local legislators and would be continuing the 
conversation in the Strategic Futures Committee and/or Legislative Committee. Gail 
Morgan suggested that Council members share any newly gained insight moving 
forward in future meetings. 
 

E. Film Commissioners brief updates on what is taking place in their jurisdiction 
Attendees on the call shared what productions they are hosting in their regions, 
indicating a generally busy summer across the state.  
 

VI. COMMENTS   
A. Open for discussion, film council updates or any other business 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT – 12:02pm 
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