
Legislative Committee - Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, August 2, 2016 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 Access Code: 646645 

I. Call to Order – Todd Roobin 2:05pm

II. Roll Call – John Lux

Paul Sirmons, Co-Chair 
Todd Roobin, Co-Chair 
John Lux 
Christy Andreoni 
Michelle Hillery 

Gail Morgan 
Kelly Paige 
Herb Miller 
Sheena Fowler 
Jeanne Corcoran 

III. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE

Paul Sirmons made a Motion to Approve the agenda.
Christy Andreoni seconded the Motion.
The Motion was carried unanimously.

IV. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE
a. June 23, 2016*

Paul Sirmons made a Motion to Approve the agenda. 
Kelly Paige seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

V. Legislative Update – Paul Sirmons
Paul Sirmons asked for Kelly Paige to give update on The Advocacy Group contract, we’re
basically agreed on schedule and payment terms, working on scope and deliverables.
Contract includes 5 months of consulting, 5 months of advocacy. Paul Sirmons informed the
council that the Exec Board asked for this council to come up with some objectives/goals to
include within the contract. Kelly Paige and Paul Sirmons talked about the importance of
having a legislative presence. Michelle Hillery pointed out that we looked at 2 year contract
but Kelly determined there were no financial benefits to the organization. Michelle Hillery
also pointed out that our goals are not necessarily the same this year as in the past so we
need to look at what Slater can do to help legislatively outside of fighting to replenish and
defend our financial incentive program.

a. Draft a 2 Year Legislative Plan
i. Target champions (not necessarily bill sponsors)

Paul Sirmons suggested we want lobbyist and legislative committee to focus on
new champions. We need to figure out who are the future champions for our
industry, who should we start talking to now. Kelly Paige gave an update on
conversations Slater has had with legislators about possible champions. We may
consider multiple champions. Paul Sirmons talked about finding someone
sympathetic to our need in the governor’s office.

ii. Film Florida to request OFE / DEO to prioritize reinstating funds for L.A. Office
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Paul Sirmons talked about our involvement in asking to reinstate funds for the 
LA Office and marketing efforts. Kelly Paige and Herb Miller updated on staffing 
situation in the OFE. Michelle Hillery gave an update on the letter being drafted 
(as approved by the full board at the last Film Florida meeting) to be sent to DEO 
(Sissy Proctor) asking to prioritize reinstating funds for the LA office as well as 
offering solutions to help the OFE and lack of support. Jeanne Corcoran pointed 
out that from state perspective things are challenging but locally film 
commissioners are working harder than ever and stepping up with marketing and 
incentives. Michelle Hillery agrees that local film commissions are stepping up 
but if the OFE is the first point of contact, and we are being represented the way 
DEO currently has it set up, it’s not good. Michelle Hillery also brought up the 
lack of support from new local film commissioners and what type of support are 
they getting from the OFE. 

 
Michelle Hillery brought up the reason this is pertinent to the legislative 
committee is that one of our bullet points for Slater’s contract should be to 
explore the option of a Public Private Partnership (P3) with the Film Florida and 
the State for marketing. It is well known that OFE is no longer allowed to do what 
they were once able to do and need to do to properly market and represent the 
entire industry.” Paul Sirmons asked if this is a subject the Strategic Futures 
should take on and reiterated that the state is always looking to save money so if 
there’s a way to do that, the idea will be worth considering.  The legislative 
committee agreed moving the P3 concept and letter forward. 

 
iii. Needs from other Film Florida Committees/Councils 

Paul Sirmons asked John to reach out to each committee/council and ask that 
they agenda a discussion about whether our legislative efforts can include 
anything they might need for discussion purposes.  

 
b. Film Florida to prepare for a shift in messaging/marketing the state in lieu of no incentive 

program 
   Paul Sirmons suggested that is part of the Marketing Committee. 
 

c. Remain relevant & build closer relationships with Governor's Office, Senate and House 
leadership to allow us to reach goals now and the future 
Paul Sirmons talked about the importance of building relationships for now and in the 
future. It’s not just for now but for down the line. It’s important to build personal 
relationships. 

 
d. Position Film Florida more centrally as the leader of the film, TV, and digital media 

community in the state. 
Paul Sirmons suggested that the Executive Committee needs to position ourselves for 
the future and make sure the organization understands that. By working with our partners 
we can create common ground. Todd Roobin asked that one of the first things Slater 
does when contract is signed that we find out direction that each partner is taking. 
Michelle Hillery asked about creating appropriate bullet points to include within The 
Advocacy Group’s contract. Kelly Paige talked about the need for those bullet points. 
John Lux mentioned that he’s been creating bullet points throughout the meeting and will 
send to Michelle, Kelly, Paul and Todd for approval so that can be finalized in advance of 
the upcoming 8/5 Executive Board Call. 
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e. Work with the State to recognize Film Florida as the marketing, outreach, and job 
development arm of the film, TV and digital media industry. 
Kelly Paige talked about part of being recognized as an authority in the industry is being 
proactive with upcoming elections. Not picking candidates but pushing for our industry to 
be involved with walking for candidates. If our industry is seen as being involved, that 
gets noticed in Tallahassee. John Lux offered his plan that after primaries, we plan to 
send out an e-mail about upcoming elections in a non-partisan fashion to ensure the film 
commissioners are comfortable while we still show support for candidates, both 
Democrat and Republican. 
 

VI. Adjournment – 3:36pm 
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