
 

 

Board of Directors - Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 10, 2015 

Board Meeting 3pm – 5pm 
Sheraton Four Points Tallahassee, Pine Barrens Conference Room 

316 West Tennessee Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301 
Conference Call Line: 605-475-4800, Code: 224554# 

 
I. Call to Order – Jud French – 3:00pm 

 
II. Roll Call & Introductions – Jud French 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 MICHELLE HILLERY, Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission; President 
 JUD FRENCH, FSU College of Motion Picture Arts; 1st Vice President  
 KELLY PAIGE, Level Talent Group; 2nd Vice President  
 JOHN LUX, IDEAS; Treasurer 
 HERTA SUAREZ, SAG-AFTRA; Secretary 
 SHEENA FOWLER, Women in Film & Television - Florida; Executive Board Member At-Large  
 LEAH SOKOLOWSKY, Teamsters Local 769; Immediate Past President (Via Phone) 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 RICHARD SERES, AICP-FL; Association Council Chair 
 THOMAS MITCHELL, SR., FMPTA, Association Council Vice Chair 
 LUCIA FISHBURNE, FSU College of Communication & Information; Education Council Chair 
 DAVID JAFFE, Lynn University; Education Council Vice Chair 
 RALPH CLEMENTE, Valencia College; Education Council Secretary 
 DALE GORDON, Film Tampa Bay; Film Commission Council Chair 
 JEANNE CORCORAN, Sarasota County Film & Ent. Office, Film Commission Council Vice Chair 
 BONNIE KING, Space Coast Film & Television Commission; Film Commission Council Secretary 
 JERRY JONES, Charlotte Harbor Film Commission, Film Commission Council Alternate 
 DEBBIE MEIHLS, Bradenton Area Film Commission; Film Commission Council Alternate 
 DAWSON PEDEN, Cineverse; Industry Council Chair 
 JAMES STAMATIS, Telemundo Studios; Industry Council Vice Chair  

 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 SANDY LIGHTERMAN, Miami Dade County Film & Entertainment Office 
 TODD ROOBIN, Jacksonville Film & Television Office 
 GAIL MORGAN, Emerald Coast Film Commission 
 

FILM FLORIDA STAFF IN ATTENDANCE 
 DAVE CASERTA, Government Relations 
 CHRISTY TRICOLI, Executive Administrator 

 
NON-MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE (GUESTS) 
 DONYELLE MARSHALL, Florida Office of Film & Entertainment 
 REBECCA HODGES, IDEAS 
 STACY RITTER, Broward County Commissioner 

 
Dave Caserta introduced Stacy Ritter, Broward County Commissioner. Stacy is a former 
state representative and a huge supporter of film, TV and digital media in Florida. Kelly 
Paige and Sandy Lighterman spoke about the process of making the film and 
entertainment industry a county priority and/or drafting a county resolution from Broward 
County.  
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III. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

Sheena Fowler made a Motion to Approve the Board of Directors Agenda 
for March 10, 2015. 

 Bonnie King seconded the Motion. 
 The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 
IV. Board of Directors Minutes - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

1)  December 11, 2014* 
Bonnie King made a Motion to Approve the Board of Directors 
Minutes from December 11, 2014. 
Sheena Fowler seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
V. Consent Agenda - **MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE ALL ITEMS 

1) Executive Board Meetings/Minutes: December 1, 2014*, March 3, 2015 
2) Education Council Meetings/Minutes: January 20, 2015 
3) Marketing Committee/Website Sub Committee Meetings/Minutes: February 5, 2015* 
4) Legislative Committee Meetings/Minutes: December 10, 2014*, January 6, 2015*, 

January 13, 2015, January 27, 2015, February 10, 2015*, March 3, 2015 
Bonnie King made a Motion to Receive and File the Consent Agenda 
items. 
Gail Morgan seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
VI. Old Business 

1) Film Florida Administration – Michelle HIllery 
a. New Members and Renewals Update* 

Michelle Hillery referred to the included back-up documentation with a 
detailed list of new and renewed members from December 2014 through 
March 2015. 
 

b. Jim Stamatis Resignation and Appointment of Melanie Becker* 
Jud French introduced the resignation letter provided by Jim Stamatis that 
was included in the agenda packet. Michelle Hillery explained that Universal 
has recommended Melanie Becker as a replacement. We are awaiting more 
information but can table it for further discussion for the next board meeting. 

 
16.44 
 
VII. Committee/Task Force Report 

1) Budget & Finance Committee – John Lux 
a. Quarterly Review of Financials* 

John Lux reported that the Operating account total has remained fairly 
consistent since the last Board meeting with money coming in and going out. 
From the Scholarship Fund, we just recently issued a check for $500 for the 
2015 Sara Fuller Scholarship winner. John explained that there are not many 
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membership renewals at this time of year, but we have had many new 
members and have kept the invoicing process consistent for the renewals. 
 

b. GoFundMe Campaign Update 
John Lux reported that up to the minute, we have raised over $7,000 through 
the GoFundMe campaign. 
 

2) Marketing & Communications Committee – John Lux 
a. Social Media Update 

John Lux explained that Film Florida’s social media presence has remained 
strong on Facebook and Twitter. We continue to bring in followers every day. 
 

b. New Film Florida Stickers 
John Lux explained that every couple of weeks, we post a message via 
social media for people to email us if they would like to receive Film Florida 
stickers, and we encourage them to send pictures using the stickers on set, 
on their production equipment, etc. The stickers, along with the hats that we 
send to new/renewed members, have been very effective for getting our logo 
and our name out to the public. 
 

3) Legislative Committee – Kelly Paige & Sheena Fowler 
a. Rally in Tally Schedule of Events 

Kelly Paige explained that our Film Florida group that is in town for Rally in 
Tally/Tourism Day will be welcome to a press conference tomorrow at 
12:30pm with our champions from both the Senate and House to show a 
united front to get the entertainment production industry Bill passed this year. 
 
Christy Tricoli outlined the itinerary of events for Rally in Tally/Tourism Day, 
advising on travel and parking options. 
 
John Lux presented the leave behind materials that will go to all of our Rally 
in Tally participants. There is a fact sheet with bullet points and an invitation 
to our booth at the street party. Our section of the street party will include a 
green screen photo booth, table with Film Florida collateral material, and SUV 
with camera crane rig (Russian Arm) to show off rare production equipment 
exclusive to the southeast region of the US from one of our members, 
Florida-based company Xlerator Productions. 
 

b. Senate & House Bill Update 
Kelly Paige explained that both Bills will be moving through Senate and 
House committees over the next weeks. The main message at this point is to 
support both of our champions in getting the Bills passed. There are still 
many revisions to be made to each Bill so we are not necessarily using the 
Bill numbers until the revisions have been filed. 
 

c. Legislative Report and Update – Dave Caserta 
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Dave Caserta reported that our Senate Bill was up in the Commerce 
Committee today. Over fifteen business representatives, film commissions, 
and professionals from across the state attended to waive in support. There 
was a unanimous vote to pass the Bill through the committee. This is a great 
start for us as we move to other committees. 
 
Dave Caserta added that Representative Miller and Senator Detert will work 
together to make strides to have their Bills match. 
 
Kelly Paige explained that Senator Detert would be making some tweaks to 
the Senate Bill language. She will be addressing some of the concerns we 
submitted to her as an organization. In reference to the capital investment 
section of the Bill, Kelly Paige asked if we are supportive of the $2 million in 
the Senate Bill or the $10 million included in the House Bill. The general 
consensus was that we should try for the $2 million in getting the Bills to 
match. Richard Seres asked why the capital investment portion was added 
considering many regions offer incentives of their own for it. John Lux 
responded that this was added due to the impression that our program 
supports temporary business and has no effect on bricks and mortar, 
permanent businesses. It became clear later in the discussion that the 
differences in the $2 million and the $10 million are not in reference to the 
money allocated to capital investment in each Bill, but how each company 
that spends that level of money on investing in bricks and mortar would be 
taken to the front of the line for high-impact vs. receiving an additional 5% 
bonus to their total tax credit allocation. While an investment level like $10 
million sounds like a good earmark for ranking high-impact projects, Kelly 
Paige explained why this would limit the projects that are eligible for high-
impact and would only benefit major companies that set up a headquarters in 
Florida. It would deter any new business from year to year. Jud French 
added that no matter what is decided between the $2 and $10 million in 
capital investment, it is essential that we keep the $8 million cap in place and 
that major studios cannot exceed the tax credit maximum. Kelly Paige 
concluded that the discussion of this may be moot at this stage in the process 
since it was added to the Bills over a month ago and they have already made 
decisions regarding the capital investment section. 
 
In reference to the exclusion of digital media in the treatment of high-impact 
projects, Kelly Paige asked if it was a priority to get it added back in to the 
Bills. Jud French explained why it is essential, especially given the positive 
ROI created by digital media projects, and all agreed that it should be a 
priority. Dave Caserta added that both champions are aware of the need to 
reinsert digital media and we simply must keep communicating the 
importance with them as they continue making changes to the Bill language. 
 

d. Revised Legislative Tool Kit Documents*  
John Lux explained that the infographic has changed since the last 
deployment to include tourism impact data in light of our participation in 
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Tourism Day. John added that 500 copies of the infographic were printed 
and sent to VISIT FLORIDA will be included in the packet that goes to all 
Tourism Day registrants. 
 

4) Nominating Committee – Graham Winick 
Graham Winick was not present to report. Michelle Hillery presented in his 
absence, explaining that Graham will be the Chair of the Nominating Committee this 
year and will work with Immediate Past President Leah Sokolowsky as Co-Chair. 
The elections will be underway in the next couple of months. 

 
VIII. Florida Office of Film & Entertainment/FFEAC Report – Niki Welge & Susan Simms 

1) OFE Report – Niki Welge 
Niki Welge explained that there are several new programs that could be in place 
after this legislative session, all in which would take place starting July 1, 2015. This 
could include the QTV Bill, quick action closing fund, move to Enterprise Florida, and 
major changes to the current program. Should many of these changes pass through 
the new Bills, they will be requesting additional staff to maintain daily operations and 
remainr effective and efficient no matter what changes are passed. 
 
Niki Welge reported that there have been internal changes to Strategic Business 
Development division in DEO. Cissy Proctor has been promoted and is very 
supportive of the film industry. Karl Blishka has been promoted to Division Director 
and is very knowledgeable and supportive of our industry as well.  
 
In reference to the Digital Domain suit, Niki reported that some of the credits have 
been returned to the program and have been certified to the projects that were first in 
line on the waiting list. 
 

2) LA Liaison Report – Susan Simms 
Susan Simms reported that she has just returned from Locations Expo and many in 
the industry are anxious to know how our legislative session will turn out and are still 
very interested in filming in Florida.  
 
Susan explained that many states around the country are in session at the same 
time as Florida. We will be seeing many changes this year as incentive programs in 
all industries are being attacked by certain groups across the US. 
 

3) FFEAC Report – Susan Simms / Niki Welge 
 

IX. Council Reports 
1) Association Council – Richard Seres 
2) Film Commission Council – Dale Gordon 
3) Industry Council – Dawson Peden 
4) Labor Council – Herta Suarez 
5) Education Council – Lucia Fishburne 

Jud French explained that the Council meetings did not take place at this Quarterly 
Meeting, so there is nothing to report at this time. 
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X. New Business 

1) Florida Film & Entertainment Advisory Council Meeting Thursday, March 12 at 
10:00am, 21st Floor Capitol in OPB Conference Room 2103  
 

2) Articles of Interest* – Michelle Hillery  
Jud French explained that Michelle Hillery provided Articles of Interest in the 
agenda packet that outline developments in our industry between January – March 
2015. 
 

XI. Future Meetings 

1st Quarterly Meeting St. Augustine June 29-30, 2015 

2nd Quarterly Meeting 

Tampa  
In Conjunction with Governor’s Conference 
on Tourism and Legends is Revived! August 31-September 2, 2015 

 
XII. Public Comments 

 
XIII. Adjournment – 4:53pm 
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