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Legislative Committee Meeting Agenda 
Wednesday January 11, 2017 

9:30 – 10:30am 
Todd Roobin, Co-Chair and Paul Sirmons, Co-Chair 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 
Access Code: 646645 

 
 

I. Call Meeting to Order - Todd Roobin  
a. Roll Call – John Lux 

Paul Sirmons 
Todd Roobin 
Kelly Paige 
John Lux 
Christy Andreoni 
Tony Stopperan 
Herbert Miller 
Susan Simms 
Niki Welge 

Michelle Hillery 
Gail Morgan 
Sheena Fowler 
Julie Gordon 
Sandy Lighterman 
Graham Winick 
Bonnie King 
Herta Suarez 
Jud French 

 
b. Media Guests  

 
II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  

Kelly Paige made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Christy Andreoni seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
III. Minutes Approval - NONE 

 
IV. Legislative Update – Slater B. & Sarah B. 

Neither Sarah Busk nor Slater Bayliss were able to make the call. John Lux talked to Sarah the 
day before and she communicated that both she and Slater were in committee meetings 
regarding budget as well as working with potential champions for bill drafting. 
 

V. 2017 Legislative Session Goals: 
a. Get S. Simms position reinstated as FTE* in DEO 
Kelly Paige talked about her meetings with Senator Latvala regarding the possible 
reinstatement of the LA Office and marketing budget. Senator Latvala understands the 
importance of that position and agreed to help in those efforts. Kelly also met with the head of 
DEO Cissy Proctor along with Slater, Sarah and Niki to talk about the reinstatement of the LA 
Office position as a FTE position. Director Proctor was supportive of the efforts so we are 
cautiously optimistic that the efforts can be successful. 

 
* Re. having a position reinstated as an FTE, there are only (2) ways of getting this accomplished:  
  
1st – Put it in a Bill. The DEO is requesting to merge the Div. of Strategic Business Development with Div. 
of Community Development to a NEW Division called ‘Div. of Economic Development’.    
 
2nd – Add it to the General Appropriations Act (GAA). This is the line items of the entire budget for ALL 
departments and divisions. 
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b. Florida Education Retention Program – Paul S. & Graham W. 
Kelly Paige asked Paul to give a recap of how we got to the point where we are at. Paul 
Sirmons talked about Film Florida wanting to come up with some sort of different bill concept 
in the event we had a sponsor that would want to take it on. He also talked about the 
importance of having a bill so we could have a reason to talk to legislators and continue 
educating. We looked at an extra conservative traditional “incentive” program but a program 
that was not referred to as an “incentive” would be more appealing along with having an 
education hook to it. John Lux wrote up a 2-page “executive summary” and Paul fleshed it out 
into actual bill language to be submitted for legislative bill drafting.  
 
Graham Winnick explained the concept for the program, leading with education being a 
majorly supported topic during this coming session. The irony of Frank Patterson leaving 
Florida St. University to manage Pinewood Studios in Atlanta was also not lost on our 
thinking. Florida students and now educators are being wooed away from our state so we 
wanted to think of a way to keep those students and graduates here in Florida. Other states 
(and their tax payers) are benefiting from the workforce that Florida’s tax payers are investing 
in. The basis of the program is to retain some of the Florida-based talent that we are 
educating. Rebates will be based on 4 key roles for film, television and digital media. A 
project will get 5% for each role up to 20% with a maximum of $500,000 cash back per 
project. The programs would be awarded in two periods per year based on criteria. 
 
Paul Sirmons added that the program would require 2 of the 4 positions be Florida 
graduates. You would also have to have a crew base of 60% Florida-residents. A project 
would have to spend a minimum of $250,000 to qualify, excluding above the line and extras. 
50% of overall budget spent in Florida.  
 
Kelly Paige added that when she met with several legislators that they recommended that 
we file a bill even if we know it’s a longshot so we have a platform to talk to legislators. Also, 
the legislators that Kelly met with showed positive responses to an education retention 
program and the concept has initially received a warm reception. 
 
Todd Roobin mentioned that having a bill also helps the industry and our organization stay 
relevant. Nikki Welge asked if we had secured sponsors in the House and Senate. Kelly 
Paige said the first step is bill drafting which is where it is right now but we do not have a 
pinpoint selection of champions.   
 
Paul Sirmons and Kelly Paige both talked about how there is a lot that can happen before 
the legislative session given the new administration is coming together in Washington, D.C. 
For instance, if President-Elect Trump picks certain candidates out of Florida to serve in DC, 
it could fundamentally alter the political landscape in Tallahassee. 
 
Tony Stopperan asked about the avenue of education retention in a broader multi-industry 
fashion. This concept was brought up on Orlando in December. Paul Sirmons said the 
relationships that would need to be built with other industries would preclude that idea from 
coming to fruition for this coming legislative session.  

 
VI. Outside Group Potential Legislation – Kelly P.  

Kelly Paige believes there will be another bill from COMPASS. They have asked Film Florida to 
get behind it, it’s an investment program. We have just started dialogue with them to learn more. 
They do not have legislative champions yet, but do have legislators that are intrigued by the 
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concept. We believe it’s going into bill drafting. We have made it clear to Chris and Fausto that 
we are not endorsing at this time as we learn more. We are currently having open dialogue. 

 
VII. Open Comments  

John Lux said Ken Lawson was named the new CEO of VISIT FLORIDA. Kelly Paige also 
added that he was the head of the DBPR. Ken was at a recent Tourism Day so we have seen him 
speak. He has a good relationship with the FRLA. Bonnie King and Paul Sirmons talked about 
the need for a new head of marketing which is yet to be named.  
 
Bonnie King asked if we had firmed up our plans for Tourism Day. Kelly Paige said we are still 
working on our plans with legislators and VISIT FLORIDA. 
 
Paul Sirmons also suggested we send a letter from Film Florida congratulating the new CEO of 
VISIT FLORIDA. Graham Winick said he believed Ken Lawson is supportive of our industry in 
general. 
 
Niki Welge mentioned that the new Careers and Competition House Committee is meeting on 
1/11 to review incentive programs. There is a panel discussion that includes Cissy Proctor as well 
as a member from Koch Industries. Niki also mentioned that the EDR and OPPAGA 
reports/studies for the Financial Incentive Program and Sales Tax Exemption Program will come 
out in January 2018 and will cover years 2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16. 

 
VIII. Adjournment – 10:56am 


