
 

 

Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday January 25, 2017 

9:30 – 10:30am 
Todd Roobin, Co-Chair and Paul Sirmons, Co-Chair 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 
Access Code: 646645 

 
I. Call Meeting to Order - Todd Roobin 9:34am 

a. Roll Call – John Lux 
Paul Sirmons 
Todd Roobin 
John Lux 
Christy Andreoni 
Tony Stopperan 
Herbert Miller 

Susan Simms 
Niki Welge 
Michelle Hillery 
Gail Morgan 
Sheena Fowler 
Graham Winick 

 
b. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones 

Todd Roobin asked if there were any media members on the phone, none responded. Todd also 
reminded people the meeting was being recorded and asked that people mute their phones 
unless they are speaking. 
 

II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  
Michelle Hillery made a Motion to Approve the agenda. 
Paul Sirmons seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
III. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

a. December 8, 2016 
Gail Morgan made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Paul Sirmons seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 

b. January 11, 2017 
Paul Sirmons made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Christy Andreoni seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
IV. Legislative Update 

a. Slater B. & Sarah B. 
Slater and Sarah were not able to make the meeting at the last minute and Kelly had her flight 
move up to early morning so they were not able to make the call. Paul Sirmons gave the update 
for the team. (See below) 
 

b. Bill drafting update – Paul Sirmons 
Paul Sirmons gave an update on where our proposal is in bill drafting. The Education Retention 
Program proposal is in bill drafting right now. They are waiting on answers to a couple questions. 
Paul and Graham are working on those answers. Once they have answers, they will put the final 
touches on the bill language. Slater and Sarah believe there is a good chance the proposal will be 
filed as a bill. They are making progress with legislators that like what the bill looks like. The main 
purpose of the bill is to create dialogue so we can talk to legislators about the industry. That 
remains important, even if the bill does not get passed.  
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Paul Sirmons also said that there appears to be progress in potentially getting the LA Office 
position reinstated to a FTE. Paul asked Niki if she had any further information. Niki Welge said 
she has not been given any indication either way if progress is being made. Paul Sirmons 
mentioned that there is a possibility that the position may be included in the Governor’s proposed 
budget. Even if it’s not in the Governor’s budget, it could be included later. 
 
Paul Sirmons reiterated that even if a bill is filed, that doesn’t mean the bill would ever get heard 
in a committee, but it allows us to talk to legislators and continue/begin the education process. 
Todd Roobin asked for clarification about who decides what committees a bill goes to and if a bill 
gets on an agenda. Paul Sirmons said that typically leadership helps the committee Chair decide 
if a bill will be added to an agenda or not. 
 

c. Outside group potential legislation – Kelly Paige 
In Kelly‘s absence, Paul Sirmons gave an update: Paul Sirmons said the COMPASS proposal is 
also in courtesy drafting. They had someone in the House and Senate fill but there’s no indication 
whether they have people to file the bill after drafting. 
 

d. Legislative Delegation Meetings – John Lux  
John Lux talked about the legislative delegation meetings being held around the state. Film 
Florida has had a numbers of members speak at local delegation meetings. Gail Morgan 
mentioned that Sarah Busk spoke at the delegation meeting in her county. 
 

e. Tourism Day – Kelly Paige & John Lux 
John Lux talked about how he and Kelly have been trying to firm up plans for our time in 
Tallahassee. Paul Sirmons said he had just spoken to Kelly and we will not be participating in 
Tourism Day. Film Florida will be organizing a day where a small group of the organization will be 
in Tallahassee for meetings during the legislative session. John Lux continued that we’re trying 
to lock in days for our time in Tallahassee. Michelle Hillery asked if it was our decision or VISIT 
FLORIDA’s decision to not be included in Tourism Day. John Lux said since they were in a 
transition, we reached out and they have not given us a response. At the same time, we’ve been 
told by our lobbying team and some legislators that we should do our own day. 

 
V. Open Comments  

Tony Stopperan asked if the COMPASS bill and our bill would be seen as competing. Paul 
Sirmons said there is a high likelihood that the bills will be seen as competing. Tony Stopperan 
then asked if there was a strategy if one bill starts getting traction versus the other, will each 
group support the others. Paul Sirmons said those conversations will be ongoing and he’s sure 
each side will consider that at the time. But we are still awaiting answers to specific questions 
about the COMPASS proposal so we better understand how it works.  
 
Graham Winick voiced displeasure that in this meeting, and our last meeting, we’ve had no 
representation from our lobbyist. Michelle Hillery asked if schedule coordination is a problem, we 
need to look at better scheduling because they need to be present. Paul Sirmons said he spoke 
with Kelly and she has been in close contact with Sarah and Slater and since it was committee 
weeks, things have come up where it’s not possible to be on the call. John Lux added that our 
meetings have coincided with committee weeks so we might need to alter weeks that have Slater 
and Sarah available. Paul Sirmons added that if the Governor’s budget comes out and/or if our 
bill or the COMPASS bill gets filed, we might need to meet sooner rather than later. Gail Morgan 
said we could have a meeting next week since it’s been a while since we have heard from Slater. 
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VI. Adjournment  10:06am
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