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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Friday February 1, 2019 

9:00 – 10:00am 
Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 

Access Code: 646645# 

I. Welcome/Call Meeting to Order – Todd R. & Paul S. – 9:04am
A. Roll Call – John L.
Paul Sirmons
Todd Roobin
John Lux
Kelly Paige
Christy Andreoni
Ellen M. Schnur
Herbert Miller

Niki Welge 
Michelle Hillery 
Gail Morgan 
Silvia Royer 
Larry Elkin 
Lisa Mills 
Graham Winick 

Nicholas Popp 
Maria Chavez 
Bill Williams 
Wendy Keeling 
Chris Cooney 
Slater Bayliss 
Sarah Busk 

B. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones
John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call or in the room; there were none.
John also reminded everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from
the call please do not put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that
everyone mute their phones when not speaking to avoid background noise.

II. Update on Legislation – Slater Bayliss & Sarah Busk
Slater Bayliss reported on the current status of Film Florida’s legislative efforts. Slater feels we
are in a good position with the Senate Bill now filed by Senator Joe Gruters, Chairman of the
Republican Party of Florida. On the House Side, Representative Holly Raschein had put our bill
into drafting, but has now moved onto the Speaker’s leadership team and is no longer permitted
to put forward member bills. Slater’s team continues to work with Rep Raschein and the
leadership of the Legislative Committee to identify a new House sponsor. There have been in
depth conversations with Chip LaMarca and James Buchanan. There will be more updates in the
coming weeks.

Sarah Busk added that the Speaker of the House this year has asked every member of his 
caucus to hold two bill spots for him since he has a long list of priorities to cover, so many of our 
potential House sponsors are in a bit of a holding pattern, but we should know more after the 
upcoming Committee Week. They can file a maximum of six bills each per session.  

Sarah Busk noted that last year, Rep Raschein had submitted an appropriation request for Film 
Florida for targeted marketing. Slater and Sarah have spoken with Senator Gruters and Senator 
Ponder and they have both been asked to move forward with it again as a possibility this year. No 
guarantees, but it is being worked on. The total appropriation amount would be $1 million. 

Niki Welge inquired about whether the Florida Office of Film & Entertainment may be at risk 
again this year, as it has been in recent sessions. Slater responded saying that it is a possibility, 
since Speaker Oliva feels just as passionately as Corcoran did about the lack of good policy 
behind incentives. Slater anticipates it will be part of the conversation this year, which makes our 
conservative program bill even more important for Film Florida to put forward and have a 
platform. Slater also noted that there have been rumblings that the Democrats may be putting 
forward a separate budget this year, which could eliminate the Sales Tax Exemption Program. 
Graham Winick asked whether it would hurt us if we were included in the separate Democrat 
budget. Slater said it was uncertain as far as our targeted grant program goes, but for the Sales 
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Tax Exemption program, it is not good to be back on the chopping block after fighting the 
Republican attempt to eliminate that program in past years. 

 
Kelly Paige noted that Governor DeSantis seems to be focusing on a deregulation program, 
which may or may not include Talent Agents again this year. Slater expects to see a large bill 
filed but it has not come forward yet. Representative Halsey Beshears is the person Slater’s team 
worked with in the past to remove the Talent Agent aspect to deregulation efforts and Rep 
Beshears will be spearheading this new effort, so from an education perspective Slater feels we 
are in a good place not to be included. It will remain on the radar. 

 
Chris Cooney asked whether Senator Gruters is equipped to respond to criticism about the bill 
he has filed. Slater responded that he has been provided editorials from past years and recent 
data to speak positively about the program, and as a passionate advocate himself, Slater feels he 
is prepared. Slater added that Film Florida in conjunction with Chris Cooney have a plan to do 
some offensive-minded PR efforts, which will be discussed more at future meetings. 

 
III. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  

Michelle Hillery made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Paul Sirmons seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

 
IV. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

A. December 7, 2018* 
Paul Sirmons made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Nicholas Popp seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

 
V. Bill Language Review* – Paul Sirmons & Todd Roobin 

Paul Sirmons spoke about the current Senate Bill that has been filed. Many notes were provided 
from Niki Welge on the initial draft, and while those notes were incorporated into a new draft, an 
older draft was one that was filed by Senator Gruters. Paul promised those changes would be 
incorporated into future drafts throughout the bill drafting phase. Paul noted that the current bill 
includes a low percentage of 12% shaped after the North Carolina program, but it will be a 20% 
total program with two bonuses available: family-friendly (3%) and underutilized regions (3%) with 
a maximum of 23%. Paul reiterated that there are many changes to be made and does not want 
to get into the weeds of the current bill, but welcomed any feedback from the call attendees to be 
emailed to John Lux for consideration. 

 
Lisa Mills asked whether there is a one-sheet or paragraph description of the bill that can be 
released to the public outside of the Committee, or if we are still holding on speaking about the 
bill for awhile longer. John responded that while the bill isn’t a secret since it is a public document, 
we were asked by Senator Gruters not to push it publicly since he has a strategic vision of how to 
handle the PR rollout. Additionally, what is in the bill right now is not the final bill since many 
changes are still to come, so it would be better to wait until a new draft is official. Film Florida is 
working on a one-sheet that will be shared with membership once ready. In the meantime, John 
encouraged people to talk about the program in general to colleagues and other industry 
professionals, but keep it simple with describing it as a “targeted grant program” until some of the 
other changes are made. 
 

VI. Florida TaxWatch Report Rollout – John Lux 
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John Lux explained that we are still in a holding pattern with the Florida TaxWatch report rollout 
per Senator Gruters’ request so that it can be used as ammo to give reasoning of why the bill was 
filed. There was some positive feedback after it was initially released and John is anxious to get 
the word out since it is such a positive for our industry, but it is important to be strategic about the 
timing. 

 
VII. Legislative Meetings & Delegation Meetings* 

John Lux pointed to page 25-26 in the agenda packet showing a list of what legislators John has 
met with in recent months. John requested that anyone who speaks at delegation meetings or 
speaks with individual legislators email him with a recap so he can continue to keep a record of 
relationships. 
 

VIII. Open Comments  
Bill Williams, A Cut Above Video noted that he will be will traveling to Tallahassee with the 
American Advertising Federation (AAF) to lobby to the Brevard delegation. Bill asked if there was 
anything specific he should focus on. John responded that he has a pretty good sense of the 
Brevard delegation members’ stances, so he will send him some notes and talking points to 
prepare. 

 
John Lux added that Film Florida President Bonnie King approved his attendance at the Florida 
Chamber Legislative Fly-In in February, which is a preview to legislative session. Since we are a 
Florida Chamber member, we were invited to participate. This will give John a chance to have 
some early meetings with key legislative leadership. John will also be part of an interview for the 
Florida Television & Internet Group out of Tallahassee while there. 

 
John noted that Monday, March 25th is our next Board Meeting in Tallahassee, followed by 
targeted meetings with legislators on Tuesday, March 26th with Film Florida leadership led by 
Slater and Sarah. We continue to be advised that bringing a busload of people (as we have done 
in years past with Rally in Tally) is not in our best interest to be most effective with the current 
legislative leadership. Smaller, targeted meetings have been recommended. 

 
Niki Welge provided an update on the current status of the OFE during the transition of 
gubernatorial leadership. Cissy Proctor resigned from her position with the DEO and has been 
replaced by Ken Lawson, former VISIT FLORIDA President. Having a background in tourism for 
the last two years, he understands the importance of marketing efforts. Greg Britton, DEO 
Director of Strategic Business Development has resigned, and Maureen Smith is now the Interim 
Division Director, but Niki is uncertain as to who will be taking over as her immediate supervisor 
over OFE. In the midst of the transition, the OFE has been asked to limit travel to critical needs. 
They are also holding on releasing their newly finalized Strategic Plan until after legislative 
session. 

 
Paul Simons asked if Niki’s team has met with the Governor’s new team yet. Niki shared a story 
about running into the First Lady, Casey DeSantis at a local ice cream establishment, and they 
had a positive conversation about the industry. She has a history working in Broadcasting, so she 
understands incentives and the production world. She has since come to visit the OFE team in 
person at the office. She is an important part of the DeSantis team as far as priorities and policy 
goes, so her support could be a benefit for us. Niki nor Ken Lawson have received direction from 
the Governor’s office for the film industry as a whole as of yet.  

 
Graham Winick noted that the Governor’s budget was released before the call today, and 
nothing listed is specific to film. Paul Sirmons asked if the Sales Tax Exemption program was 
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listed, but Graham said this budget is more about dollars being put forward, not removed. Niki 
noted that DeSantis did pitch another $85 million for the job growth grant fund, and there have 
been conversations about broadening the scope of that fund. The fund is administered by her 
division of DEO. Todd Roobin asked about the status of the Quick Action Closing Fund. Niki 
said some contracts are still being administered, but it is no longer active for new applicants and 
is tightly controlled. Paul Sirmons asked whether the OFE is finished administering all tax credits 
from the former film incentive program. Niki confirmed all audits and tax credits have been 
completed. 

 
Todd Roobin gave special thanks to John Lux for his efforts on behalf of Film Florida, as well as 
Niki Welge and the OFE team. 

 
IX. Adjournment – 9:54am 
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