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Legislative Committee Meeting Agenda 
Thursday February 2, 2017 

9:30 – 10:30am 
Todd Roobin, Co-Chair and Paul Sirmons, Co-Chair 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 
Access Code: 646645 

 
I. Call Meeting to Order - Todd Roobin – 9:34am 

a. Roll Call – John Lux 
Paul Sirmons 
Todd Roobin 
Kelly Paige 
John Lux 
Christopher Chapman 
Christy Andreoni 
Ellen M. Schnur 
Tony Stopperan 
Herbert Miller 
Susan Simms 

Niki Welge 
Michelle Hillery 
Gail Morgan 
Sheena Fowler 
Sandy Lighterman 
Graham Winick 
Bonnie King 
Jud French 
Slater Bayliss 
Sarah Busk

 
b. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones 
John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call, none responded. John 
reminded everyone that the call was being recorded for the purpose of taking minutes, and to 
mute your phones unless you are speaking. 
 

II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  
Kelly Paige asked that we add a new item “b” under legislative update- the new 
Committee Billed recently filed in the Careers and Competition Subcommittee. 
Michelle Hillery made a Motion to Approve the agenda. 
Christy Andreoni seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
III. Minutes Approval - NONE 

 
IV. Legislative Update 

a. Bill drafting update – Slater B. & Sarah B. 
Slater Bayliss noted there are 3 items that Film Florida has tasked Slater and Sarah with. #1 
is restoring the LA Office as a FTE, #2 is the Education Retention Program that is a result of 
the legislative task force that came from Graham then Paul put into bill form. And #3 dealing 
with the Speaker’s opinion on economic incentives, which is the item added to the agenda 
this morning.  
 
(This conversation came back after the lengthy conversation regarding the Committee Bill 
below). Slater Bayliss said the Education Retention Bill was still in bill drafting. Paul 
Sirmons had responded to a question, underscoring the challenges of getting a bill drafted 
and filed. The deadline to file in the House was last week so they are overwhelmed. Paul 
Sirmons mentioned that the original bill under Governor Bush was filed with no funding, then 
funding was added the following year. John Lux said 2 years ago when Rep Miller had 
success in getting through the bill through committees, it had no funding, which is why some 
legislators approved it during the process. 
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Todd Roobin asked Slater and Sarah to take us through the process after the bill comes out 
of bill drafting. Sarah Busk said after draft comes out, we’ll have an opportunity to review it to 
see if there are any negative ramifications from what they drafted. We have 2 legislators that 
have agreed to draft the bill but no assurance that they will file the bill. Discussions are 
ongoing to ensure we have sponsors if we choose to move forward with filing.  
 
b. Committee bill filed repealing statues (Careers and Competition Subcommittee) 
Kelly Paige said the LA Office task will be driven by the new bill that was filed, which 
eliminates VISIT FLORIDA, Enterprise Florida and the Florida Office of Film and 
Entertainment, along with the sales tax exemption program among other things. Niki Welge 
confirmed that the 5 statutes that are involved in her office would be repealed as of July 1, 
2017. This type of effort is happening in Texas as well. Kelly Paige asked if this bill would 
end the tax exemption. Niki Welge confirmed along with the entire Florida Office of Film & 
Entertainment. If this passed the entire office would no longer exist. If the bill were to pass, 
functions of Visit Florida and Enterprise Florida would go away and those that remain would 
be absorbed into DEO.  
 
Kelly Paige asked Slater to tell us where he thinks this is going. Slater Bayliss agreed that 
this would be a long process to get this passed into law. He believes the bill will pass the first 
committee in the House, and off the House Floor with little change. The Speaker has been 
talking about this for a couple years. The Senate will take a more deliberate approach but 
there will be trading between the House and Senate and Slater believes the Governor will not 
sign this bill but the discussion in the Senate will be more about reform. Getting a number of 
publications to publish the op-ed the last couple months allows us to be in front of this a bit 
talking about jobs and the industry.  
 
Sandy Lighterman asked Slater if it’s true that in the past the House was aligned with the 
Governor but now the Senate is more aligned with the Governor. Slater Bayliss said there 
has been a shift in the last 2 years, including economic incentives. Slater also reminded that 
the session is early next year so there is less time for Leadership to govern.  
 
Kelly Paige said she will be at the Careers and Competition Subcommittee meeting and 
asked if Paul Sirmons was available to join. Unfortunately Paul is not available. Sandy 
Lighterman asked about the game plan for speaking and opposing. Slater Bayliss 
reiterated that our best speaking point is the op-ed that has been published. The execution is 
that we need to respectfully talk about the positive impacts of our industry, be seen as a 
reasonable group that does good work. If we “light ourselves on fire” we jeopardize our ability 
to achieve either of our initial goals for this legislative session. 
 
Slater Bayliss believes even if (big if) the OFE is eliminated, there may be an opportunity to 
retain Susan Simms since marketing is a big selling point for the Governor but if things 
progress with the House Committee Bill, that may or may not impact our other goals. Niki 
Welge noted that regardless of what happens during this year’s session, there are audits to 
be done and tax credits to be awarded from the previous program, including approximately 
$36 million in tax credits. 
 
Todd Roobin asked where our organization should be in the next 2-4 weeks. Slater Bayliss 
recommended that Kelly speak before the committee using the talking points in the op-ed and 
talk about the importance of our industry. We are a stakeholder and hope to be at the table, 
and it would be terrible to lose everything that has been built. Slater believes that if people 
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have personal relationships with committee members we should reach out and ask for their 
support of our industry.  
 
Paul Sirmons asked about joining forces with people from Visit Florida and Enterprise 
Florida. Kelly Paige said she does not believe we should join forces since they are the 
biggest targets of this bill. Kelly believes we need to concentrate on our own narrative to not 
raise our profile to be on the same level as VF and EFI. Sarah Busk agreed that we are a 
small part of the entire bill with VF and EFI being the larger focus. We should focus our 
efforts in the Senate and the Governor’s office and the more we get ourselves wrapped up in 
the House discussion, the less we can do elsewhere. 
 
Slater Bayliss said we should look for places to talk positively about our industry and stay 
positive and not fight with the House. We need to work with the Senate to make sure we’re 
not on the table when things begin to get negotiated and cut. Slater also mentioned that we 
need to consider submitting the Education Retention Bill with no appropriation so we can talk 
structure and worry about money in a future year. Paul Sirmons asked if that was just the 
House or both House and Senate. Slater Bayliss said definitely the House and potentially 
the Senate as well because of how the budget process is slated to go this year. 
 
c. Outside group potential legislation – Kelly Paige 
Kelly Paige said the bill was still in drafting. Their group is in the same situation as ours, just 
waiting. We won’t know until we see the bill out of drafting. 
 
d. Film Day – Kelly Paige & John Lux 
Kelly Paige said we have decided to do our own day, not associated with Tourism Day. Kelly 
has spoken with Ken Lawson from Visit Florida. Kelly communicated our support of Visit 
Florida and wait in the back wings and we’d be happy to do whatever helps. We will have a 
day that we have meetings set up by Slater and Sarah to further educate legislators. John 
Lux said tentatively Wednesday March 15 will be our Board of Directors meeting with 
meetings at the Capitol on Thursday March 16. Graham Winick offered an objection to these 
dates since some will be at SXSW. SXSW is March 11 – 16, 2017. Todd Roobin also 
mentioned that he is unable to join due to a travel commitment. John Lux said Graham and 
Gail had already said they would be at SXSW and now Todd is unavailable.  
 
John Lux said we can open up the dates for everything. We initially used the dates based on 
the recommendation of Slater and Sarah. It is early enough in session to be meaningful, we 
are at the mercy of hotel availability as well as people’s schedules but we will make the effort. 
Paul Sirmons said that having Todd Roobin and Graham Winick is important so we should 
look at new dates. 

 
V. Open Comments  

Chris Chapman mentioned that from the producer side of things, incentives are less important 
compared to locations for low budget projects. What does make filming in Florida economical is 
the price per day or week in a specific location.  
 
Paul Sirmons said he is about to leave for Oklahoma for a film and he will be bringing students 
from Valencia College to be part of the shoot and they will also be shooting a couple days in St. 
Augustine. The film will be utilizing an incentive while in Oklahoma.  
 
Tony Stopperan talked about having Jason Blum at Ringling. Jason said big films will always go 
where big incentives but main-street films will be able to go where they are valued, with or without 
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incentives. Graham Winick agreed which is why we are focusing on the Education Retention 
Program, to keep the small to medium budget films in Florida because we know the large budgets 
will continue to look for big incentives. 
 
Susan Simms said that while we are very focused on the current situation, we also need to 
remember that the film office has been around for decades and the LA Office has been around for 
24 years. Slater said we need to make sure not to undo the work of the last 10 years but it goes 
back even further than that. It’s a 50 year+ history.  

 
VI. Adjournment – 10:50am 


