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Legislative Committee Meeting Agenda 
Friday February 10, 2017 

9:15 – 10:15am 
Todd Roobin, Co-Chair and Paul Sirmons, Co-Chair 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 
Access Code: 646645 

 
I. Call Meeting to Order - Todd Roobin 9:17 

a. Roll Call – John Lux 
Paul Sirmons 
Todd Roobin 
Kelly Paige 
John Lux 
Christy Andreoni 
Ellen M. Schnur 
Susan Simms 
Niki Welge 

Michelle Hillery 
Gail Morgan 
Jeanne Corcoran 
Sheena Fowler 
Julie Gordon 
Graham Winick 
Slater Bayliss 
Sarah Busk 

 
b. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones 
John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call, none responded. John 
reminded everyone that the call was being recorded for the purpose of taking minutes, and to 
mute your phones unless you are speaking.  
 

II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  
Michelle Hillery made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Kelly Paige seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
III. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

a. January 25, 2017 
Christy Andreoni made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Ellen Schnur seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
IV. Legislative Update 

a. Careers and Competition Subcommittee Bill – Slater B & Sarah B. 
Slater Bayliss commended everyone on the call for banding together over the last week, not 
a good week for anyone in the economic development world but from a Film Florida 
perspective, we put up a nice, respectful defense of our industry. Kelly did a great job under 
the circumstances at the Careers and Competition Subcommittee meeting. Each speaker 
was supposed to have 3 minutes, that was quickly taken down to 1 minute and the Chair was 
then cutting people off early so Kelly did a great job getting some important points on record. 
She expressed a defense of the OFE and losses to her businesses and noted that if this bill 
passes it would be a tax increase on our industry. Slater believes the tax increase talk 
resonates with conservative Republicans.  
 
Sarah Busk thanked Kelly for coming up to Tallahassee to speak and that this was the first 
step and there is a long way to go. Kelly Paige thanked Sarah for helping her be able to talk 
when the Chair of the committee initially said she was just waiving in opposition. Kelly asked 
Slater to talk about Rep Gruters possibly filing a bill that includes Visit Florida and Enterprise 
Florida. Slater Bayliss said that any bill in the Florida House that doesn’t include the OFE is 
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a good thing. Slater continued to say that there is a good dialogue with Rep Gruters 
regarding our industry and he understands the tax increase ramifications from the current 
House bill. Slater said having a good dialogue with the Governor’s office is important and is 
currently happening.  
 
b. Bill drafting update – Slater B. & Sarah B. 
Slater Bayliss said that Film Florida was very wise to create a task force that lead to an 
innovative bill (Education Retention Program). Slater made the point that he is concerned that 
the narrative we could be pushing is that the investment Florida is making in film and digital 
media degree programs is a bad investment. He doesn’t want conservative legislators to see 
this as an opportunity to pull funding from colleges and universities. Slater also said the bill 
that has come out of drafting is not perfect but it’s important that if we’re going to file the bill 
that it is filed ASAP.  
 
Todd Roobin asked when Slater suggested we needed to have the bill filed. Slater Bayliss 
said “the first of January” suggesting time is of the essence. Slater’s point is that if we are 
going to file the bill, we need to do it immediately.  
 
Slater Bayliss said the process should be: First, decide if we are going to file the bill. 
Second, file the bill. Third, work on revisions to the bill if necessary. Slater said the bill can be 
amended in its first committee if necessary which is very common. 
 
Kelly Paige said we need to think about this. We could be playing with fire if we file the bill. 
Our priority was to have a platform to talk about our industry which is why we said we needed 
to file a bill. But with the Careers and Competition Bill, we now have that platform to talk 
about our industry so we might not need the bill. Kelly suggested that we talk to some of our 
schools to make sure they are in the loop and agree with our approach of filing this bill. 
 
Todd Roobin suggested that we immediately contact some of the schools that could be 
impacted to see what their responses are if we are going to file a bill. Graham Winick said 
that we have discussed this in our Education Council and David Jaffe and Tony Stopperan 
have been included and are on board. These schools have made a decision to invest in this 
industry and are not turning back. Paul Sirmons added that he agreed with Graham that the 
schools have had opportunities to get more involved and engaged. Paul also doesn’t see the 
Speaker then going after segments of education since he continues to talk about the 
importance of education. Paul doesn’t see legislators targeting particular institutions over one 
industry. Graham Winick asked Slater if best case scenario, aren’t we potentially looking at a 
bill without an appropriation. Slater Bayliss agreed with Graham and Paul, but he doesn’t 
want the narrative turned into that our schools shouldn’t be investing in industries that don’t 
have good job prospects. Slater added that he’s not saying this isn’t a reason to not file, but 
he needs to bring it up to think about.  
 
Kelly Paige asked if he knows of anything specifically or is this just his opinion to be 
concerned about. Slater Bayliss did not say he knows of anything specific. Kelly Paige 
suggested that if that is the narrative that legislators come back with so we need to be 
prepared for that and have our comeback. Kelly suggested we talk after the call and come 
with a plan to make sure colleges and universities are in the loop.  
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Graham Winick made a motion that Film Florida ask that the Education 
Retention Program Bill be filed 
Jeanne Corcoran seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Slater Bayliss asked if he should tell Senator Bean to file the bill after this call or is he 
waiting until we hear back from the Deans of the schools? Todd Roobin said the 
recommendation comes from the Legislative Committee to the Executive Board. Kelly Paige 
suggested we wait until over the weekend for people to review the bill. Todd Roobin said 
everyone on the call would receive the bill draft language, we would also be reaching out to 
the schools. Todd Roobin and Kelly Paige said any comments on the bill draft language 
should go to Paul and Todd and they would address the notes as necessary. A deadline was 
set for Monday 2/13 at 9am for any comments or recommendations. Kelly Paige said to keep 
in mind that bill drafting is essentially done so unless it’s something glaring, please hold off 
until the bill gets to committees and can be amended. Paul Sirmons added that when we go 
to the schools, we need to keep it a positive. 
 
John Lux asked if there is an update from House Bill Drafting. Slater Bayliss said the House 
bill draft has not been released nor have we been contacted. Once the Senate bill is filed, the 
House could just pull it over to the House to match. Slater said the Senate bill is pretty tight 
so the hope is the House will just pull it over. 
 
Slater Bayliss said the Senate Appropriations Committee had Amy Baker in their committee 
yesterday and asked questions that would lead them to show Visit Florida and Enterprise 
Florida are good for the state. There was nothing in the Senate Committee that included our 
industry. 
 
Michelle Hillery said that our industry was brought up in a previous committee when Senator 
Artiles asked a question about the article in the Miami Herald when compared to other states 
thriving. Kelly Paige and Slater Bayliss said the stats Senator Artiles was referring to came 
from the EDR report from 2 years ago, those aren’t new numbers. We were a little surprised 
at the ROI for the tax exemption because we have been told different numbers but Kelly said 
Niki’s reporting numbers don’t come from her but from the Florida Department of Revenue 
which measured differently than the EDR. 
 
Slater Bayliss cautioned that he would not recommend us engaging Senator Artiles on the 
topic of our industry based on his past history of being against the industry. Kelly Paige 
agreed saying he has been doing this a long time and is good at his job. We could be giving 
him ammunition if we engage him. Paul Sirmons said we seem to be getting pulled back into 
the old program. We should focus on the program that we proposed last year which had a 
projected 1:1 as well as the focus on the new program, investing in our students. 
 
Todd Roobin said to be looking for the upcoming e-mail with the bill draft and get notes back 
by Monday morning. 

 
c. Outside group potential legislation – Kelly Paige 
Kelly Paige talked to the other group about the status of their bill and it was still in drafting. 
We are not aware of legislators that have committed to sponsoring. 
 
d. Quarterly Meeting and Film Day – John Lux 
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John Lux said our quarterly meeting is being moved to Monday March 20 in the afternoon. 
We’ll just have a quarterly meeting, no committee or council meetings. Our meetings at the 
Capitol will be Tuesday March 21 with Slater and Sarah setting up meetings. We will have a 
room block for Monday March 20 but we don’t have a block on Tuesday March 21. The full 
information will be sent out next week. 

 
V. Open Comments  

Jeanne Corcoran asked if anyone was planning to attend the lunch that Speaker Corcoran is 
speaking at in Sarasota. Kelly Paige is looking at her schedule to determine her availability. 
Jeanne asked that we send her questions or talking points to ensure we ask the right questions 
without being overly aggressive. Slater Bayliss said the best question to ask is why the Florida 
House is looking to raise taxes on this important job creating and tourism enhancing industry. 
Kelly Paige reiterated that the tax increase story took the narrative away from everything else 
and got interest. 
 
Michelle Hillery said the letter that went out to the film commissioners included a note that the 
committee bill included a tax increase.  
 
Niki Welge said the committee bill would be discussed in the Revenue Estimating meeting on 
Friday February 10. Also SB 838 is a companion bill to HB 223 which would change the sales tax 
exemption in a decade. 

 
VI. Adjournment 10:09am 


