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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Friday March 10, 2017 

1:00 – 2:30am 
Todd Roobin, Co-Chair and Paul Sirmons, Co-Chair 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 
Access Code: 646645 

 
I. Call Meeting to Order - Todd Roobin 1:03pm 

a. Roll Call – John Lux 
Paul Sirmons 
Todd Roobin 
Kelly Paige 
John Lux 
Ellen M. Schnur 
Herbert Miller 

Susan Simms 
Niki Welge 
Jeanne Corcoran 
Lindsey Fuller 
Julie Gordon 
Sandy Lighterman 

Graham Winick 
Herta Suarez 
Slater Bayliss 
Sarah Busk 

 
b. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones 

John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call, there were none. John reminded 
everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from the call please do not 
put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that everyone mute their phones 
when not speaking to avoid background noise.  
 

II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  
Kelly Paige made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
III. Minutes Approval - NONE 

 
IV. Legislative Update 

a. SB 1576 / HB 1345 (COMPASS Bill) – What it is – Kelly P. 
Kelly Paige said the COMPASS bill has sponsors in both the House and Senate, both 
Democrats. Kelly thinks the bill may not be heard in the House and might be heard in the Senate. 
Chris is working towards getting co-sponsors in the House  

b. SB 1576 / HB 1345 (COMPASS Bill) – Where It Stands - Slater B. & Sarah B. 
Slater Bayliss said he doesn’t have a lot to add to what Kelly said and agrees with her. Slater 
said it could be considered the right bill in the wrong year. Jeanne Corcoran asked about HB 
1393 and a companion SB. Slater Bayliss said they are public records bills that go along with the 
original bills. Todd Roobin asked if Chris Ranung or Fred Moyse were on the call, neither 
responded. 
 

c. HB 7005 – Slater B. & Sarah B. & Kelly P. 
Sarah Busk said HB 7005 was just passed off the House floor by a vote of 87 – 28. The Speaker 
asked Democrats to vote in favor of the bill, some Republicans did not vote for the bill. It is over 
the 2/3 majority needed if the Governor vetoes the bill, but the veto would only happen if the bill 
also passes the Senate. Kelly Paige said the bill has passed the House, and asked Slater/Sarah 
if there is a companion bill in the Senate and if not, do they expect a bill to surface. Slater 
Bayliss said there currently is not a companion bill and he doesn’t expect a matching bill to be 
filed. He does, however, believe there will be a bill or bills filed in the Senate that deal with certain 
aspects of HB 7005. He does not believe it will be the House bill but there will be a negotiation 
dealing with Visit Florida and Enterprise Florida. 
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i. Recapping House Rules & Policy Committee meeting, including Rep 

Richardson’s amendment 
Kelly Paige asked if we could skip the conversation about Rep Richardson’s amendment 
since it’s not relevant after the House passed the bill. Todd Roobin agreed.  
 

ii. Strategy for retaining OFE and Sales Tax Exemption 
Slater Bayliss said the OFE and sales tax exemption are two separate things although 
part of the same conversation. The strategy of a tax increase happening if the sales tax 
exemption is eliminated has resonated, and Rep Joe Gruters spoke of that on the House 
floor. Slater/Sarah are speaking with additional legislators about the tax increase and he 
doesn’t believe the Governor will sign off on a tax increase. Slater said the OFE is a 
different discussion and he believes there is an appetite for some to restructure/reformed 
version of the film office. Slater said despite the good work the OFE does on many fronts, 
the OFE is seen by some as an office that facilitated a failed incentive program. Our goal 
is to come up with some policy recommendations to keep some form of a film office. 
 
Sarah Busk said she agreed with Slater’s take and there are a lot of conversations going 
on in Tallahassee. The conversation about Visit Florida and EFI was complicated with 
Chris Hart’s resignation. It decreases the appetite for saving the economic development 
organizations with that happened. There’s a lot of time to go still though so the 
messaging is very important. Sarah agrees that the tax increase on our industry 
messaging has been well received thus far.  
 
Sandy Lighterman asked if the tax increase is being positioned as a tax increase on 
businesses. Slater Bayliss said they are positioning it as a tax increase on Florida 
businesses that are vital for economic development and tourism.  
 
John Lux said yesterday the Governor put out a press release specifically including, by 
name, the OFE. John asked Niki if that means Niki can now be more vocal in her defense 
of her office since she has to follow the Governor’s messaging. Niki Welge said it was a 
press release that listed the programs that would be eliminated if the bill passes so she 
would have to speak with leadership about speaking out on the bill. Todd Roobin said he 
would hope she could be pro-active instead of reactive about the topic.  
 
Slater Bayliss said he has an ongoing dialogue with the Governor’s Office and they are 
aware of the jobs our industry produces. The lack of ROI in the recently sunset incentive 
program is possibly keeping the Governor from being more vocally supportive of our 
industry. That said, his staff is fully appreciative of us bring information to them about our 
industry and specifically about the tax increase the House has just passed. The hope is 
that the ongoing dialogue helps us be part of the discussion at the end of session.  
 
Kelly Paige said the more we talk about the old program and how much money or 
projects we’re losing, the more legislators think of the old program which is something 
they believe was a failed program. We need to be laser focused on our top priorities.  
 
Slater Bayliss said he believes the best days for our industry are ahead of us. He 
believes it’s important that in the future if/when there is some type of “program” there is 
somewhere for it to be housed. It’s incredibly important that when the legislature wraps 
up their business and the Governor signs the budget into law, that we are sending the 
message that Florida is open for business and interested in recruiting films and television 



 

3 

  

shows around the world. The way to do that is fund the LA Office, keep the OFE open 
and keep the sales tax exemption. 
 
Paul Sirmons said that while the amendment on the floor the previous day was a great 
effort, the message was missed that this has nothing to do with an incentive, this is about 
keeping the OFE open, like it has been for 40+ years, so we can continue to have an 
industry. This has nothing to do with an incentive, it’s just the office. How do we get that 
point across to legislators? 
 
Sarah Busk said the amendment never had a chance to pass but he wanted to keep the 
conversation going and Sarah will help convey the message points. 
 
Slater Bayliss said John and Kelly have been working hard to get letters from people 
talking about the sales tax exemption. He thinks it might be something to think about to 
gather letters that speak more about the OFE as well.  
 
Todd Roobin asked Slater Bayliss to clarify what letter he is referencing. Slater Bayliss 
said the letter we have been asking for is regarding the sales tax exemption. Slater said 
we might need a separate letter from the film commissioners outlining the importance of 
the OFE to local film commissioners. This would be outlining all the things the OFE does 
to coordinate things for the entire state, if that office is gone, there’s nobody to answer 
the phone. Kelly Paige said currently 49 states have state film offices, Vermont is the 
only one that does not. It would definitely be sending a signal if us and Vermont do not 
have an office. Sandy Lighterman said Miami-Dade County passed a resolution to not 
eliminate the OFE and not eliminate the sales tax exemption. Slater Bayliss said that is 
helpful and asked that we get him that paperwork. Sandy Lighterman suggested other 
local film commissioners to do the same in their communities. Sandy also said that she 
agrees that the current state film office is seen as an office that administers an incentive 
that is no longer in existence. Sandy asked if we should put together a list that includes 
the current non-incentive related responsibilities of the OFE as well as potential new 
things so it looks like a fresh new approach. Slater Bayliss agreed, saying the hope is 
that the Senate doesn’t take up HB 7005 and the OFE and sales tax exemption are fine, 
but he believes there will be continued discussion so we need to be ready in case our 
industry does become a negotiating point. 
 

iii. Strategy for reinstating LA Liaison as FTE 
Slater Bayliss reiterated that he and Sarah have had multiple discussions with the 
Director of DEO making sure she was aware of our attempts to get the LA Office 
reinstated as an FTE. They needed to make sure that if they were successful in getting 
the legislature to accept that proposal, that DEO would be receptive of that and would 
recommend that the Governor accept the line in the budget and not veto it. Paul 
Sirmons said he hopes Niki can meet with individual legislators and explain what the 
OFE does. Susan Simms said Niki did a one sheet that outlines everything from the 
OFE but Niki is not allowed to seek meetings with legislators, she can only meet with 
legislators if they ask to meet with her. 
 

iv. Strategy for reaching out to House & Senate Members regarding HB 7005 
Kelly Paige said her suggestion is that we continue working on the Senate and stay 
away from the House since that bill has already cleared the House. Slater Bayliss 
agreed and said we know who our allies are in the House and we will continue 
communicating with them. We are continuing to work with our allies in the Senate with 
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the hopes that any bill that might come from the Senate does not include the OFE or 
sales tax exemption. We have a plan in place and we just need to keep our head down 
and stay out of the fight.  
 
Todd Roobin reiterated that we need to keep our head down and not rattle any cages. 
Sarah Busk said things are going to happen, bills will be filed, people will say things, but 
none of that changes what our objectives are. It’s easy to get wound up over things that 
happen during session but unless Slater and Sarah tell us, it doesn’t necessarily change 
what is happening behind the scenes. 

 
d. Quarterly Meeting and Day at Capitol 

i. Meetings w/Legislators – Slater B & Sarah B 
Slater Bayliss said the smaller our footprint the better in Tallahassee. They will facilitate 
the meetings that we require of him but the things we’re working on are smaller 
conversations.  
 
Sandy Lighterman said she’s going to Tallahassee and just wants to make sure that it’s 
a good use of time to meet with legislators but she wants to make sure she doesn’t say 
the wrong thing. Slater Bayliss said it’s always good to put a face with an issue when 
talking with local legislators. Slater said we will have targeted meetings and he will make 
sure we know the message points best suited for those meetings. We need to be 
thoughtful and strategic about our messaging.  
 

ii. Quarterly Meeting details – John Lux 
John Lux said our Quarterly Meeting is Monday March 20 in Tallahassee. We will have 
lunch from 1-2pm followed by the meeting from 2-6pm. Committee and Council meetings 
will be meeting prior to the BOD meeting. Those that are in attendance will then have 
meetings at the Capitol on Tuesday March 21. 

 
V. Open Comments  

Sandy Lighterman talked about HB 17 and SB 1158. These bills are regarding local regulations 
and permitting. The bills essentially say by 2020 all of the local regulations would be done away 
with and everything would need to be done through the state. Local municipalities can’t regulate 
anything, it has to be done through the state.  

 
VI. Adjournment 2:00pm 


