
*Backup Provided   **Needs Motion & Approval 

Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

9:30 – 10:30am 
Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 

Access Code: 646645# 

I. Welcome/Call Meeting to Order – Todd R. & Paul S. 9:34am
a. Roll Call – John L.

Paul Sirmons 
Todd Roobin 
John Lux 
Christy Andreoni 
Shelly Bandy  
Ellen M. Schnur 
Tony Stopperan 

Herbert Miller 
Michelle Hillery 
Jeanne Corcoran 
Lindsey Sandrin 
Silvia Royer  
Bonnie King 
Herta Suarez 

Larry Elkin 
Lisa Mills 
Sheri Taylor 
Nicholas Popp 
Anne Russell 
Sarah Busk 

b. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones
John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call, there were none. John reminded 
everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from the call please do not 
put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that everyone mute their phones 
when not speaking to avoid background noise. 

II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE
Jeanne Corcoran made a Motion to Approve the agenda.
Herta Suarez seconded the Motion.
The Motion carried unanimously.

III. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE
a. January 24, 2018*

Jeanne Corcoran made a Motion to Approve the minutes.
Paul Sirmons seconded the Motion.
The Motion carried unanimously.

IV. 2018 Legislative Session Recap – Sarah B. & Todd R.
Todd Roobin said legislators completed the 2018 Legislative Session in Tallahassee. Of the
1,654 general bills filed this year, only 10% crossed the finish line. Regardless of the issue,
getting a bill of any kind passed in the Florida Legislature has become increasingly difficult. While
Film Florida did not submit a policy request on behalf of the industry this year, COMPASS filed
their Motion Picture Capital Corporation legislation again and like last year, the bill passed
favorably through one committee in the Senate but was never placed on an agenda in the House.

A small number of Film Florida Board Members traveled to Tallahassee at the end of January and
with the help of our Government Relations team from The Advocacy Group at Cardenas Partners,
we met with more than 15 legislators about our industry. The conversations that were had, and
the information acquired were extremely helpful as we look towards the future with the 2018
elections and 2019 legislative session. Film Florida is already actively communicating with the six
current candidates for Governor and on the suggestion from our Government Relations team, we
have invited each of them to speak on camera directly to the 50,000+ Floridians that work in the
film, television, and digital media production industry. Once we have completed filming, we will be
releasing the videos on social media, on our website and through e-mail blasts so everyone can
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be educated when they vote for our next Governor. The goal is to release the videos over the 
summer.  
 
Sarah Busk said the legislative session was one of the more dramatic sessions she’s ever been a 
part of. From Hurricane Irma coming through Florida during committee weeks, then the sex 
scandals, followed by the Stoneman Douglas High School shooting a lot of emotional events 
have happened the last 6+ months. Beyond that Sarah gave a recap of big ticket items that 
affected the budget conversations.  
 
Sarah said now that session is over people will turn their attention to campaigning. There are 142 
seats in the House and Senate up for election plus every member of the Cabinet including the 
Governor. Film Florida has a plan to communicate with each candidate to ensure they are familiar 
with the organization and industry so relationships are formed early. Sarah said Film Florida had 
great meetings with legislators at the end of January which laid groundwork for future requests. 
Sarah said it’s clear that relationships continue being built which is very important. 
 
Sarah said specific things she and Slater were monitoring included maintaining the OFE and 
Sales Tax Exemption program after the hard work everyone did in 2017. While there was a de-
regulation bill filed again this year, talent agencies were not included in large part due to the work 
that was done in 2017 showing legislators why that would be a bad thing. And after some initial 
concern, it was confirmed that the LA Liaison position was included in the recurring budget for 
DEO. Many of the “home rule” bills that the group was following failed to get passed, however HB 
585 was not passed directly but rolled into the overall tax package that was passed. This program 
included an expansion of what can be done with tourist development taxes in a county. 
 
Michelle Hillery complimented Sarah and Slater for their efforts and professionalism. She said 
while in Tallahassee it was clear that everyone we met with knew about our industry and was well 
versed which is a tribute to Slater and Sara’s groundwork. Michelle also said it’s obvious how well 
respected Slater and Sarah are at the Capitol which gives Film Florida instant credibility. 
 
Todd Roobin echoed Michelle’s comments. Todd added that at the end of the day the Film 
Florida group ran into Adam Putnam in the Capitol Courtyard and the group had a good 
conversation regarding our industry. 
25.00 

V. Legislative Outreach – John L. 
 

VI. Future Proposed Program(s) – Paul S. 
 
VII. Next Meeting – John L. 

 
VIII. Open Comments  
 

IX. Adjournment 10:20am 
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