
 

1 

  

Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Friday March 31, 2017 

10:00 – 11:00am 
Todd Roobin, Co-Chair and Paul Sirmons, Co-Chair 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 
Access Code: 646645 

 
I. Call Meeting to Order - Todd Roobin 10:05am 

a. Roll Call – John Lux 
Todd Roobin 
Kelly Paige 
John Lux 
Christy Andreoni 
Ellen M. Schnur 
Tony Stopperan 

Herbert Miller 
Susan Simms 
Niki Welge 
Michelle Hillery 
Gail Morgan 
Lindsey Fuller 

Sandy Lighterman 
Herta Suarez 
Jud French 
Matthew Pacheco 

 
b. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones 

John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call, there were none. John reminded 
everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from the call please do not 
put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that everyone mute their phones 
when not speaking to avoid background noise.  
 

II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  
Ellen Schnur made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Michelle Hillery seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 

III. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE 
a. February 24, 2017* 

Michelle Hillery made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Christy Andreoni seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 

IV. Legislative Update 
a. Strategy for retaining OFE and Sales Tax Exemption – Todd R. 

Todd Roobin gave a recap of the previous legislative call. We had a lengthy conversation prior to 
session where our lobbyists strongly urged us to not file the education retention bill in light of HB 
7005 and focus on our legislative priorities. This past week the Senate Subcommittee on 
Transportation and Economic Development submitted its budget which included funding for the 
OFE. Currently there is no bill in the Senate that eliminates the sales tax exemption program. 
Todd said the letter writing campaign that we worked on in the last couple weeks was very 
successful.  
 
Kelly Paige said the Governor’s office was very impressed with the letters. Slater suggested we 
put the best letters on top and the people that we met with in the Governor’s office read the first 
couple which were the best. They were very impressed that there were individual letters and not 
templates. The letters were impactful in the Governor’s office and with Senator Latvala. 
 
Todd Roobin said that Slater said we need to stay on message that eliminating the sales tax 
exemption program in HB 7005 is a tax increase on businesses.  
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Kelly Paige said that right now there is no companion bill to HB 7005 in the Senate but that does 
not mean there won’t be negotiating. We know we will be part of the negotiating, as is the case 
with all the agencies that are part of HB 7005. 

 
b. Strategy for reinstating LA Liaison as FTE – Todd R. 

Todd Roobin said the Senate supports this legislative priority of ours and have included it in their 
budget. The House did not include it but the hope is that it is small enough to get through the 
negotiating and get to the final budget. 
 
John Lux said that it sounds like we are in a decent position right now at this point in the 
legislative session but would it be a good analogy to say that we are about at halftime so there’s 
still the entire second half to play in session so a lot is still to be decided? Kelly Paige agreed. 
 
Sandy Lighterman said that HB 17, which impacts local government, is still alive in the House 
and is in a committee. There is a companion bill in the Senate but it doesn’t appear to be moving. 
Sandy said the bills, if passed, would make a lot of local agencies obsolete in 2020 with 
everything having to go through the state. The House believes this removes regulations and 
helps economic development but the Senate and locals believe it will lead to the wild wild west. 
 
Kelly Paige said the only silver lining in this is that it would not start into 2020 so another 
governor could come in and repeal it. It would take any power away from local municipalities. 
There is a lot of push back in the Senate and a portion of the House. 
 

c. Talent Agency De-Regulation HB 7047 
Kelly Paige said this bill would deregulate several agencies from the DBPR, including talent 
agencies. There’s a huge issue if this happens since talent agencies come in contact with 
minors/children. There are a lot of steps a talent agency needs to go through to get licensed, all 
of which is to ensure the safety and well-being of children. Film Florida is going to write a letter to 
the House and Senate sponsors of the bill explaining why regulation is important. The next stop 
would be the Commerce Committee so a letter would go to them as well. Kelly said the Senate 
bill does not include talent agencies. Kelly believes this is being driven by money but legislators 
don’t understand the implications dealing with children. Herta Suarez said that SAG-AFTRA is on 
the same page and are working their angles to keep this bill from being passed. Herta said this 
would be another negative strike against our industry if this is passed. Herta believed it was 2012 
when they tried to get this to happen. Matthew Pacheco said he came from the beauty industry 
and this type of deregulation is not new from that industry so he is not surprised they are trying to 
do this type of thing.  
 

d. SB 1576 / HB 1345 (COMPASS Bill) – Where It Stands – Kelly P. 
Kelly Paige said the bill was sponsored by legislators in the House and the Senate and has 
some co-sponsors in the House. The COMPASS team has done a great job proposing an 
innovative bill. Unfortunately, the bill has not been placed on any agenda in either the House or 
the Senate. If the bill is not heard in any committees in the next 1-2 weeks, it’s all but dead.  
 

e. Recapping Meeting and Day at Capitol March 21, 2017 – Kelly P. 
Kelly Paige said it was a very good day at the Capitol. It was telling to see the support from the 
Governor’s Office when it came to the tax increase and keeping the OFE open. The message that 
“someone needs to be there to answer the phone” was very well received and given the 
challenges we currently have in the state, raising taxes on our industry would be a huge blow. 
They read the letters and were very thankful we provided them with. We also met with Senator 
Latvala and he assured us he is working very hard to help us achieve our legislative priorities. We 
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can see his efforts based on initial budget submissions. It was a good day at the Capitol. It’s 
frustrating in one sense that everyone we met with and talked to supports us and sees the 
importance of our industry. John Lux said that everyone that we met with, as well as legislative 
aides, received a thank you e-mail from Film Florida sent by him and signed by Kelly and John. 
John also thanked Slater and Sarah for setting up the meetings. The meetings orchestrated by 
Slater and Sarah were set up beautifully. Everyone we met with was aware of the situation so we 
could jump right in to meaningful discussion as opposed to spending time introducing challenges. 
Slater and Sarah made sure we were meeting with the “right” people.  

 
V. Open Comments  

Niki Welge said they are focusing on the Transportation and Economic Development budgets 
since that is the first step to see what the House and Senate are thinking for their office. The 
Senate includes funding for the OFE and the FTE for the LA Office while the House has the OFE 
completely eliminated. The Senate and House are $2 billion apart so there’s a lot of negotiating to 
be done. Kelly Paige she believed the Senate increased the DEO budget by $3 million. Kelly 
also said this type of discrepancy between the House and Senate is normal, but the philosophical 
differences are more important than the money. Kelly believes there will be a special session, as 
the Speaker has suggested there will be a special session and it appears it will happen. 
 
Todd Roobin said we know the House is standing firm on their priorities so a decision on our 
priorities will be determined during conference negotiations. Kelly Paige said that a number of 
years ago, the House was very supportive of us and the Senate was the challenge. Over the 
years, those Representatives moved over to the Senate and new members of the House were 
elected. So our supporters moved into the Senate which where our support is now and we need 
to work on the House and continue educating the Representatives. Educating the House is the 
most important task for Film Florida in the coming years.  
 
John Lux said he was going to be cancelling the upcoming legislative committee meeting invites 
since the original meeting dates and times aren’t working for calendars. Stand by for new meeting 
invites. 

 
VI. Adjournment 10:44am 

 


