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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Thursday April 18, 2019 

2:00pm – 3:00pm 
**NOTE NEW NUMBER** 

Dial-in Number: (712) 770-4856 
Access Code: 646645# 

T-Mobile/Metro PCS users call 206-451-6057, then the above number

A. Welcome/Call Meeting to Order – Todd R. & Paul S. - 2:03pm
1. Roll Call – John Lux

Paul Sirmons 
Todd Roobin 
John Lux 
Bonnie King 
Herbert Miller 
Susan Simms 
Niki Welge 

Gail Morgan 
Jeanne Corcoran 
Sandy Lighterman 
Herta Suarez 
Tamara Jones 
Larry Elkin 
Sheri Taylor 

Graham Winick 
Nicholas Popp 
Chris Cooney 
Ashley Rushing 
Randy Baker 
Slater Bayliss 
Sarah Susky 

2. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones
John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call or in the room; there were none. 
John also reminded everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from 
the call please do not put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that 
everyone mute their phones when not speaking to avoid background noise. 

B. Update on Legislation – Slater Bayliss & Sarah Busk
1. SB 526 / HB 1401 – Targeted Grant Program

Todd Roobin provided a recap explaining that back in February, SB 526 was heard in the 
Senate Commerce & Tourism Committee and things were looking optimistic for our proposed 
program, but since then the bill has not been agenda’d in further committees or been able to bring 
on significantly more co-sponsors. Sarah Busk highlighted the successes of securing two 
prominent Republican champions in Senator Gruters and Representative Buchanan this year. 
Though the philosophical pushback on incentives remains strong, particularly with Speaker Oliva, 
the team continues to work with supporters and build upon the support to keep momentum going 
in coming years and distance industry from the old program. Moving forward, Sarah 
recommended the focus of building stronger relationships with the incoming Speaker (Rep Chris 
Sprowls) and Senate President (Senator Wilton Simpson). 

Sarah referenced some other challenges outside of organization’s control this year including 
budgetary restrictions in dealing with recent hurricane relief efforts, healthcare and education. 
Todd asked why the bill did not move forward specifically in the Senate after a successful first 
Committee stop. Sarah responded that bills rarely move forward if there is no sign of movement 
for the companion bill (in the House).  

Paul Sirmons asked whether there is any chance our program could be attached to something 
else before the end of session. Sarah responded that anything is possible in the last two weeks 
of session. Graham Winick asked if it may be possible that Rep Sprowls could take a more 
active/influential position moving into the Speaker position before he officially takes the office, 
much like Richard Corcoran did years ago before he became Speaker. Sarah confirmed this is 
certainly possible. Sandy Lighterman noted that there is a lot of production activity in Sprowls’ 
area and it would be good to target a production visit in his backyard. Nicolas Popp commented 
that they are working on scheduling a visit for the I Saw a Man With Yellow Eyes production. 
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Graham suggested this be a priority around the Annual Meeting since it will be taking place in 
Sprowls’ region. 

 
Tamara Jones asked if there is a plan to schedule a set visit with the First Lady, what area of the 
state would be best to target. Sarah noted that conversations were in the works to set up a 
meeting with Harry Connick Jr during his filming in the Tampa Bay area. John Lux added that 
there hadn’t been much luck on that as of yet due to scheduling obstacles on both the production 
side and First Lady’s. Sandy Lighterman noted that the Marvelous Mrs. Maisel is filming in 
Miami in late June in case that may be an opportunity there. 

 
2. SB 1640 / HB 27 – Deregulation 

Todd Roobin reported on the status of the House and Senate bills that would affect deregulation 
for talent agencies. Sarah Busk explained that Representative Beshears was tasked with 
overseeing a review of professions that Governor DeSantis feels are overregulated and creating 
a barrier of entry to small businesses in Florida. Sarah noted that Film Florida has worked with 
Representative Beshears in the past and has continued to educate him this year about the 
importance or regulating talent agencies working with minors in the industry. At this point, any 
talent agent working with minors would have to go through a Level 1 background screening once 
a year. Sarah anticipates these bills moving forward since it is a priority for the Governor, but they 
are working to make sure minors in the industry are protected and would not be affected in 
deregulation efforts. Gail Morgan asked to clarify that any talent agencies that do not deal with 
minors would become deregulated, and Sarah confirmed this would be the case. 

 
Herta Suarez added that this is an important issue for SAG-AFTRA. Deregulating agents will 
bring chaos to the industry if there a limitations only on agencies that represent kids. Herta’s 
understanding is that the age limitations were removed in a last amendment in the House bill, but 
that the requirement for background checks remains regardless of talent age. Sarah confirmed 
this is correct for the House bill, but the Senate bill still includes the age limitations. 

 
3. SR 1808 – Film & Television Production Resolution 

Todd Roobin asked whether Sarah and Slater believe this resolution will make it to the floor and 
what it could mean if it passes. Sarah responded that typically the Senate would not move things 
forward that they do not intend to place on the floor. Sarah guessed that the likelihood of it getting 
a hearing on the floor is probably around 50% at this point. The legislature passes resolutions on 
a variety of issues every year. It would be a nice thing to have, but in terms of actually making a 
practical difference for the industry, it would not do much. Slater added that anytime something 
like this is on the table it’s an opportunity to talk about the industry and bring more 
supporters/sponsors in on the effort, so it is another platform and opportunity.  

 
Todd asked Slater to explain how he generally sees the rest of the session playing out and what 
steps should be taken from there. Slater explained that the rest of the session will be focused on 
budgeting. Slater believes are greatest success this year is that the narrative has been crafted 
away from the old program and established strong relationships with key leaders in the House 
and Senate. Slater recommended that people continue to work with their reps at the local level to 
build support and co-sponsors for future years. Paul Sirmons asked for Slater to craft a message 
explaining where our support currently lies with leadership in the House and Senate, explaining it 
would be helpful as we move forward with meetings to bring more supporters into the fold. 

 
C. OFE Legislative Update – Niki Welge 
Niki Welge explained that the OFE continues to keep track of all the bills that would affect the 
industry. Niki noted that if Enterprise Florida does not get funded, it will impact her department 
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significantly. Niki asked Slater and Sarah whether they have any indication of whether or not EFI 
funding will move forward. Slater responded that this is something Governor DeSantis is leaning 
in on, and he anticipates him getting involved before any funding is taken away from EFI or VISIT 
FLORIDA. Todd Roobin asked if Niki could clarify how this would affect the OFE. Niki explained 
that her department would be directly impacted because if EFI were eliminated, Strategic 
Business Development would take on their responsibilities. This may mean an expansion of the 
department with more staff being added, but that future is uncertain. Niki noted that Strategic 
Business Development is already a part of the agreed upon preliminary budget items, but they 
will keep a close eye on it during the final budgeting process. Slater and Sarah left the call at this 
point.  

 
D. Agenda: Additions & Deletions – **MOTION TO APPROVE  
Gail Morgan made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 
 
E. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

1. February 1, 2019* 
2. February 28, 2019* 

Sandy Lighterman made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Gail Morgan seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 
 
F. Session Take Aways & Learnings 

1. Relationship Building Strategy 
John Lux explained that per Slater and Sarah’s recommendation, John will be giving 
assignments to the Board of Directors and Committee leadership to meet with certain legislators 
and build one-on-one relationships over the summer. This local relationship building will be 
essential for setting up co-sponsors and champions in coming years. This effort will start around 
June 1. 

 
Sandy Lighterman recommended that Film Florida consider having an event where Rep Sprowls 
is the guest of honor, and we have guest speakers come to speak positively about the industry. 
John agreed this would be an effective strategy, and one of the programs Tony Armer is putting 
together surrounding the Annual Meeting is an industry summit. This may be an opportunity to 
have a legislative panel where Chairman Sprowls would be invited, or an event could be 
scheduled just for him. 

 
2. Set Visits 

John Lux reiterated that there is a concerted effort to schedule a set visit for the First Lady, and 
they are targeting the Hallmark films in production in Tampa Bay since they are family-friendly. 
The coordination has been difficult so far due to scheduling on both sides so John is not sure 
what will be possible, but it is an ongoing effort. Aside from the First Lady, Film Florida will also 
try and schedule as many set visits with key legislative leaders as possible. 

 
3. Strengthen Partnerships  

John Lux explained that Film Florida’s three main partnerships in Tallahassee are the Florida 
Chamber, Florida TaxWatch, and Associated Industries of Florida. They have all served as strong 
partners this year and will continue in following years. The Florida TaxWatch report is expected to 
have legs and useable statistics for a couple of years to come. John also noted that 
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strengthening our relationships in the media will help in the long run with positive/consistent 
coverage of our industry. 

 
G. Open Comments  

 
H. Adjournment - 3:10pm 
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