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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Friday April 28, 2017 

9:30 – 10:30am 
Todd Roobin, Co-Chair and Paul Sirmons, Co-Chair 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 
Access Code: 646645 

 
I. Call Meeting to Order - Todd Roobin 9:36am 

a. Roll Call – John Lux 
Todd Roobin 
Kelly Paige 
John Lux 
Christy Andreoni 
Ellen M. Schnur 

Susan Simms 
Gail Morgan 
Jeanne Corcoran 
Lindsey Sandrin 
Graham Winick 

Bonnie King 
Marty Lewis 
Herta Suarez 
Larry Elkin 
Slater Bayliss 

 
b. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones 

John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call, there were none. John reminded 
everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from the call please do not 
put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that everyone mute their phones 
when not speaking to avoid background noise.  

 
II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  

Bonnie King made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Kelly Paige seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
III. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

a. April 13, 2017* 
Bonnie King made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Ellen Schnur seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 

IV. Legislative Update 
a. Update on retaining OFE and Sales Tax Exemption – Todd R. 

Todd Roobin said that Slater and Sarah are very pleased with where we are this morning with 
our legislative priorities. In the TED offer budget spreadsheet, the OFE and LA Liaison position 
are funded by the Senate. Slater Bayliss joined the call and said that as of now, we’re in a great 
place. The Senate came with their first offer which was very good for us. Slater anticipates both of 
our items (OFE and LA Office) to bounce from TED up to the Appropriations Chairs.  
 
Slater Bayliss said it appears the sales tax exemption program is safe. The Senate doesn’t 
seem at all interested in taking up that issue. Slater credited John Lux for organizing and 
coordinating the letter writing campaign and to Kelly Paige for insisting it not be a template letter. 
The personal stories had a great impact on those that read the letters and there really wasn’t a 
discussion about the program after we presented those letters.  
 

b. Update on reinstating LA Liaison as FTE – Todd R. 
Bonnie King asked if the LA Office was fully funded. Kelly Paige said that the number that was 
put in originally was not the “full” amount but the DEO said the more important issue was the FTP 
position and they would be able to find the remaining money needed to make the position full but 
it would be covered as long as the FTP position was adopted. 
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c. Talent Agency De-Regulation HB 7047 / SB 1396 – Kelly P. 

Slater Bayliss said they have been working hard on Sen Passidomo so she eliminates the talent 
agency de-regulation from her bill. It appears later in the day she will be conforming to the 
Houses’ position which is great news.  
 
Marty Lewis asked for verification that the de-regulation of talent agencies is not going to 
happen. Slater Bayliss confirmed.  
 
Todd Roobin asked Slater if there was anything we needed to be on-call for to do a call to action 
or special relationship calls. Slater Bayliss said not at this time. 
 
Kelly Paige asked Slater when he expected the budget to be “done”. Slater Bayliss said Sen 
Latvala said he hoped to have all unresolved issues bumped up to the Appropriations Chairs by 
Saturday so they could get the budget done by Wednesday which would get people out on Friday 
as scheduled but it’s possible they finish the budget after that and have people come back the 
following week to vote and pass the budget. Kelly Paige asked Slater if he thought it was 
possible the Governor would veto the budget and require everyone to come back and start over. 
Slater Bayliss said the budget has been put together in a way that the House and Senate could 
both have a veto-proof majority. 
 
Kelly Paige thanked Herta Suarez and SAG-AFTRA for their help and support. Herta Suarez 
said it was their office in New York and the local office in Miami. They connected with every 
Senator and Representative involved in the process.  
 

d. SB 1576 / HB 1345 (COMPASS Bill) – Where It Stands – Kelly P. 
Kelly Paige said SB 1576 was heard in one committee in the Senate and not placed on any 
agenda in the House so the bill is dead. In the one committee it went in front of, we heard some 
comments from Senators that this industry is important so we received a little insight into their 
thinking. 
 
Jeanne Corcoran asked if anyone testified before the one committee that could be helpful in any 
of our efforts going forward. Kelly Paige said one person spoke on behalf of the proposed bill. 
We need as many people working together in the industry. We need to continue educating 
legislators since so many aren’t aware of the impact of our industry. 

 
V. Open Comments  

Kelly Paige said that we will send something to the Legislative Committee as soon as we have 
information about the progress of our legislative priorities.  
 
Jeanne Corcoran and Todd Roobin reminded everyone that they should attend our Annual 
Meeting in Destin at the end of May. It’s important that people show Gail the support since she is 
hosting the meeting. 

 
VI. Adjournment 10:10am 

 


