
 

1 

  

Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Friday May 12, 2017 

9:15 – 10:15am 
Todd Roobin, Co-Chair and Paul Sirmons, Co-Chair 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 
Access Code: 646645 

 
I. Call Meeting to Order - Todd Roobin 9:18am 

a. Roll Call – John Lux 
Todd Roobin 
Kelly Paige 
John Lux 
Christy Andreoni 
Ellen M. Schnur 

Herbert Miller 
Susan Simms 
Niki Welge 
Gail Morgan 
Graham Winick 

Jud French 
Larry Elkin 
Slater Bayliss 
Sarah Busk 

 
b. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones 

John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call, there were none. John reminded 
everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from the call please do not 
put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that everyone mute their phones 
when not speaking to avoid background noise.  
 

II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  
Christy Andreoni made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Gail Morgan seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

 
III. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

a. April 28, 2017* 
Kelly Paige made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Gail Morgan seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

 
IV. Legislative Update – Slater Bayliss and Sarah Busk 

Slater Bayliss said it has been a privilege to work with this team. The way the team pulled 
everything together to work on a pre-determined strategy was very rewarding. Slater and Sarah 
work with a lot of big companies and they enjoy working for them but working with Film Florida is 
a labor of love because it directly impacts people in the industry. They are thankful to be part of 
the team and proud of what was accomplished during session. We were able to achieve our 
overall goal which was to show that Florida is open for business. Film Florida put out a good 
recap of what was achieved including keeping the OFE open and keeping the sales tax 
exemption program intact. We also kept the regulation of talent agencies. And reinstated the old 
position into a new position in the LA Office. Senator Latvala carried the water for the industry 
and the Governor still needs to approve that. 
 
Sarah Busk reiterated the thanks to this group. Things sometimes move really quickly during 
session so to have people ready to act back home really helped things in Tallahassee. Sarah 
thanked everyone for our level of commitment. Kelly Paige said Slater and Sarah deserve a lot of 
credit. We went into session looking for one objective and we ended up with 4 priorities. Without 
Slater and Sarah being in Tallahassee every day, we definitely don’t get 4 of 4 objectives, maybe 
we don’t get any of them. Todd Roobin agreed with Kelly. Slater and Sarah are the consummate 
professionals. We couldn’t bat 1000 or get an A+ without Slater and Sarah’s guidance. Niki 
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Welge said the OFE wants to thank everyone. Slater and Sarah worked really hard and had a 
very heavy lift. And to everyone at Film Florida, these were very personal issues in addition to the 
entire industry. Everyone at the OFE is very grateful for the drive and the effort put forth. Susan 
Simms agreed with Niki. It was obviously personal for Susan since one of the direct asks was her 
personal position. She is very grateful for the effort and enthusiasm that everyone showed.  
 
Kelly Paige asked Slater and Sarah if, once everything is finalized, we should send something to 
Senator Latvala. Slater Bayliss said yes absolutely, Senator Latvala really believes in the work 
our industry does. There are probably some strategic ways to thank him. Slater also suggested 
that we reach out to Governor Scott since his office was collaborative and had aligned interests.  
 
Kelly Paige said without the Governor’s support, some of our objectives wouldn’t have been met. 
Slater Bayliss suggested an official letter from Film Florida be sent to the Governor’s office. 
Sarah Busk said the budget was passed Monday night. The budget is “engrossed” and “enrolled” 
by the staff, then the official version get filed. The budget was filed on Wednesday. The President 
and Speaker can sign and transmit the budget at any time. Once the budget is transmitted, the 
Governor has 14 days to approve/veto the budget. Sarah recommended that we get something to 
the Governor before he receives the budget. 
 
John Lux asked that since we went through the effort from the Florida House to close Visit 
Florida, Enterprise Florida and the other 22 departments or agencies, since next year’s session is 
early and committee meetings start in just 6 months, should we expect the Speaker to make 
those same efforts again next year or was this a one-time effort? Slater Bayliss said it’s a little 
too early to tell and some of that will be driven by how the Governor reacts to the budget he will 
be presented with. That said, we should be prepared for all of those issues to return. 
 

V. Open Comments  
Todd Roobin asked if there were others that we should send thank you letters to besides 
Senator Latvala and the Governor. Slater Bayliss said once we send those letters, we need to 
quickly pivot to continue making new friends and educating newer legislators. Slater said our next 
call should probably be about preparing for next session. 
 
Todd Roobin said our next Legislative Committee Meeting will be in Destin as part of the Annual 
Meeting. In that meeting we will begin talking strategy for the next legislative session. Kelly Paige 
said once the budget is signed, we will let everyone on the committee know where things stand.  
 
Kelly Paige thanked Todd and Paul for co-chairing the committee and hope to see them both 
next year. Graham Winick asked if there was an overall sentiment this may lead to more 
possibilities next year. Slater Bayliss said he’s the eternal optimist. Hopefully we won’t need to 
focus so much on defending things and we can be more offensive next year. We’ll have to look at 
the environment legislatively. We need to look at cultivating new relationships and champions.  
 

VI. Adjournment 9:53am 
 


