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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday May 23, 2017 

3:00 – 4:30pm 
“Grande Ballroom” 

Emerald Grande at HarborWalk Village 
Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 Access Code: 646645 

 
I. Call Meeting to Order – Kelly Paige 3:08pm 

a. Roll Call – John Lux 
Kelly Paige 
John Lux 
Christy Andreoni 
Bonnie King 
Susan Simms 
Jeanne Corcoran 

Nancy McBride 
Alexa Sheehan 
Niki Welge 
Larry Elkin 
Michelle Hillery 
Rita Troxel 

Gail Morgan 
Graham Winick 
Sheena Fowler 
Alex Katsaros 
Herb Miller 

 
b. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones 

Kelly Paige asked if there were any media members on the call, there were none. John Lux 
reminded everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from the call 
please do not put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that everyone mute 
their phones when not speaking to avoid background noise. 
 

II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  
Michelle Hillery made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Bonnie King seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

 
III. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

a. May 12, 2017* 
Gail Morgan made a Motion to Approve the minutes.  
Jeanne Corcoran seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

 
IV. Legislative Update 

a. Legislative Session Recap 
Kelly Paige said the OFE will stay in place, the sales tax exemption will stay in place for 
businesses. The letter writing campaign was instrumental to keep the tax exemption in place. 
The talent agency regulation also remains in effect. Senator Latvala also was able to 
reinstate the FTE for the LA Office. When the budget gets to the Governor, we will let 
everyone know through e-mail. If we make it through the veto process, we will maintain our 4 
for 4 on legislative priorities. It was a very successful legislative session, especially 
considering the philosophies in Tallahassee right now, but it’s already time to start working on 
our strategy for next year since session starts in January. Kelly confirmed that Paul Sirmons 
and Todd Roobin will remain co-chairs. Graham Winick said he has some additional time 
available so he can contribute more if needed. 
 
Michelle Hillery said since we know we will probably be in the same position next year to 
defend the OFE, we need to start now with the campaign to promote the importance of the 
OFE. Graham Winick said the problem is that the perception is that OFE only handles an 
incentive so we needed to show why they are important overall. The benefits of the OFE 
needs to be part of a campaign, possibly using some of the letters we received.  
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Michelle Hillery also said we need to work better and closer with the FFEAC since those 
members were put there by either the Governor, Speaker and President, those people have 
an open line to those leadership legislators. 
 
b. Government Relations Team Review 
Kelly Paige said our Government Relations team did a tremendous job. It wasn’t just about 
having a lobbyist, but it was having those lobbyists since they have the relationships we 
needed this year. Niki Welge spoke very highly of the job done by our Government Relations 
team. Kelly Paige said that the credibility of Film Florida is raised significantly by having The 
Advocacy Group on retainer.  
 
Michelle Hillery made a motion that the Legislative Committee make a 
recommendation to enter into negotiations with The Advocacy Group for 
the 2018 Legislative Session.  
Bonnie King seconded the motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 
 
c. Enhancing Partnerships (Florida Chamber, Florida TaxWatch, Visit Florida, etc.) 
John Lux said we have built some great relationships over the last couple years. Film Florida 
is a member of Visit Florida and the Florida Chamber. We plan on continuing to nurture those 
relationships. We hope to work with the Florida Chamber and their economist to take a 
deeper dive on our Lost Business map. The group agreed to have further conversations with 
the Florida Chamber. 
 
Graham Winick said this is a good opportunity to explore additional partnerships as well. 
The Attractions Association and Restaurant & Lodging Association are two that we should 
look at. We can talk to those associations about how our industry further helps other 
industries and how we can work together. 

 
V. Open Comments  

 
VI. Adjournment 4:10pm 
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