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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday June 26, 2018 

12:45 – 2:00pm 
The Brazilian Court Hotel 

301 Australian Ave, Palm Beach, FL 33480 
 “Pavilion-Fatio Conference Room” 

Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 
Access Code: 646645# 

I. Welcome/Call Meeting to Order – Todd R. & Paul S. – 1:05pm
A. Roll Call – John L.

Todd Roobin 
Paul Sirmons (via phone) 
Bonnie King 
Susan Simms 
Niki Welge 
Herb Miller 
Chris Ranung 
Lisa Dozois 
Alexa Sheehan 

Larry Elkin 
Sandy Lighterman 
Tony Stopperan 
Rory Lee 
Gail Morgan 
Kelly Paige 
Chad Newman 
Michelle Hillery 
Gulcan Uncl 

Myrian Konika 
John Lux 
Ellen Schnur (via phone) 
Linette Nodarse (via phone) 
Leah Sokolowsky (via phone) 
Nicholas Popp (via phone) 
Lindsey Sandrin (via phone) 
Tamera Jones (via phone) 

B. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones
Todd Roobin asked if there were any media members on the call or in the room, there were
none. John Lux reminded everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away
from the call please do not put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that
everyone mute their phones when not speaking to avoid background noise.

II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE
Sandy Lighterman made a Motion to Approve the agenda.
Bonnie King seconded the Motion.
The Motion carried unanimously.

III. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE
A. April 9, 2018*
Bonnie King made a Motion to Approve the minutes.
Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion.
The Motion carried unanimously.

IV. The Advocacy Group at Cardenas Partners Contract* - **MOTION TO APPROVE
Todd Roobin said the contract included in the agenda packet is for another year with Slater
Bayliss and Sara Busk with The Advocacy Group at Cardenas Partners. The firm will represent
Film Florida as the Government Relations firm of record. Todd said the contract is identical to the
previous year except for the updated dates.

Bonnie King made a Motion to Approve the contract. 
Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

V. Lost Business Map*
John Lux said the last page of the agenda packet is the updated Lost Business Map showing the
projects that Florida has lost due to a lack of a funded state-wide program. The total is now over
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$1 billion of known lost opportunities. Paul Sirmons suggested that we change the word “role” to 
“jobs”. 
 

VI. Legislative Outreach – John L. 
A. Industry Support Videos 
John Lux said the goal is to capture stories from people that benefit from the industry but don’t 
work directly in the industry. Only about 5 videos have been really effective so the deadline has 
been extended and hopefully more videos will be sent in. The final video will probably be a 
compilation video using the best parts of all the videos to prove the point. 
 
B. Communicating with Legislators Webinar 
John Lux said based on Sandy Lighterman’s suggestion Film Florida did a “Communicating with 
Legislators” webinar. The video was cut down and put out via e-mail blast to everyone. Niki 
Welge suggested we send the video to Nicholas Popp so he can give to FFEAC members. 
 
C. Gubernatorial Candidate Videos 
John Lux said the goal was to get all gubernatorial candidates on camera “speaking directly to 
the 50,000+ Floridians that work in the industry”. Thus far 4 Democrats are on camera, the plan is 
to reach out to Jeff Green and per Slater the 2 Republican candidates probably won’t go on 
camera until after the primary election. John said the organization is working on set visits and 
round table discussions.  
 
D. E-Mails and Meetings with House/Senate Candidates 
John Lux said he is reaching out as many legislators as possible to set up meetings throughout 
the state to continue the education process. Sandy Lighterman asked if we’ve considered 
hosting forums around the state again. John Lux said Slater and Sarah believe if forums are 
done, next year is a better year since legislators aren’t worried about campaigns and would 
consider participating. 
 
Kelly Paige talked about the possibility of having a rally to get the industry together. Kelly would 
hope to gather hundreds if not thousands to show legislators that our industry has votes and 
show strength in numbers. Sandy Lighterman said if we were going to do rallies, we need to rent 
buses to a single location or need to do multiple locations. John Lux said he will continue the 
conversation with Sandy, Kelly and Slater/Sarah to see if this is something that get the desired 
results. 
 
E. Partner Associations 

1. Florida TaxWatch Research Project 
2. VISIT FLORIDA 
3. FRLA 
4. Florida Chamber 
5. AIF 

John Lux said Film Florida is a member of the above organizations to continue the goal of 
building meaningful relationships with groups that can help us. John had a kick-off meeting with 
Florida TaxWatch for the research project they are doing about the industry. The tentative 
schedule is for the report to be done in September. Paul Sirmons asked if there will be some sort 
of press conference when the report is released. John Lux said depending on the results, we’ll 
have the discussion about the best way to get the word out, whether the big roll out comes from 
TaxWatch or Film Florida.  

 
VII. Future Proposed Program(s) – Todd R. & Paul S. 
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A. Proposed Concepts (Retention/Recovery & Education Retention Programs) 
Todd Roobin said that as was discussed at the last Legislative Committee Meeting, Film Florida 
has 2 possible pieces of legislation in bill draft form that are ready to be submitted if the timing is 
right. Both programs are very fiscally conservative.  
 
B. Flow Chart* 
John Lux said the flow chart in the packet is the final flow chart of the wire frame that was shown 
at the last Legislative Committee Meeting. John said the numbers are round numbers shown for 
hypothetical purposes, the point of the flow chart is the process and workflow. 
 
C. Additional Suggestions 
Todd Roobin asked Chris Ranung for an update on the COMPASS legislation. Chris Ranung 
said he still plans to submit an updated legislative program. Sandy Lighterman said she’s 
spoken to legislators and they said if the industry is not on the same page everything will be 
tossed out. Chris Ranung said that if the legislature shows they are receptive to an “incentive” he 
will support anything Film Florida puts out there. The goal of his program was to have something 
that is not an incentive. John Lux said the decision about how Film Florida proceeds will be 
determined after the election in November.  

 
VIII. Open Comments  

 
IX. Adjournment – 2:05pm 
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