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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Sunday August 27, 2017 

2:00 – 3:30pm 
The Diplomat Beach Resort 

Room 214 
Dial-in Number: (641) 715-0700 Access Code: 646645# 

 
I. Welcome/Call Meeting to Order – Todd R. & Paul S. – 2:02pm 

a. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones 

Todd Roobin 
Chad Light 
Lura Readle Scarpetti 
Niki Welge 
Sandy Lighterman 
Consuelo Sanchez 
Herb Miller 
Michelle Hillery 
Maria Chavez 
Sherrill Smith 
Pam Holdridge 
Lori Wyman 
Graham Winick 
Gail Morgan 

Bonnie King 
John Lux 
Eric Raddatz 
Leah Sokolowsky 
Seth Schachner 
Carolyn Herman 
Slater Bayliss (phone) 
Sarah Busk (phone) 
Paul Sirmons (phone) 
Sheena Fowler (phone) 
Matt Wohl (phone) 
Alexa Sheehan (phone) 
Susan Simms (phone)

 
Todd Roobin asked if there were any media members on the call, there were none. Todd 
reminded everyone that if anyone needed to step away from the call please do not put the call on 
hold since most have hold music and he asked that everyone mute their phones when not 
speaking to avoid background noise. 

 
II. Agenda: Additions & Deletions - **MOTION TO APPROVE  

Bonnie King made a Motion to Approve the agenda.  
Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

 
III. Current Legislative Climate – Slater B. or Sarah B. 

Slater Bayliss said Film Florida kicked off the last legislative season with an Op-Ed in a number 
of publications that closed the book on the old program and pivoted to the future for the 
organization and the industry. That forward looking perspective allowed the organization to have 
a very successful legislative session. Sarah Busk agreed saying they were very proud of 
representing Film Florida and look forward to continuing the relationship. 
 
Kelly Paige said Slater, Sarah and Senator Jack Latvala deserve a lot of credit for the success of 
last legislative session.  
 

a. What's Happened Since Session 
Sarah Busk said that it was a successful legislative session for Film Florida and a successful 
session for the House, Senate and Governor’s priorities. Senator Latvala has announced he’s 
running for Governor and the expectation is that Speaker Corcoran will announce after the 
upcoming legislative session.  
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b. New Senate & House Committee Changes & Other Changes 
Sarah Busk said since the end of session, a number of changes have been made in both 
House and Senate committees. A number of candidates are running for different seats in 
special elections while some legislators are resigning for other opportunities so there is a lot 
of movement. 
 
Sarah Busk said it’s vitally important that we nurture new relationships with legislators since 
Senator Latvala is terming out and Rep Mike Miller is running for Congress so the biggest 
champions will be leaving.  
 
c. Gubernatorial Candidates 
Slater Bayliss said at this point 7 years ago, nobody had heard of Rick Scott so there’s still a 
lot of time before the election but some of the candidates have announced but not all.  
 
d. Current Climate 
Slater Bayliss and Sarah Busk believe the climate in Tallahassee will be similar to last year. 
The exception is that it is an election year. 
 
e. Rep. Mike Miller News 
Sarah Busk said Representative Miller has been one of the industry’s largest supporters in 
the Florida House. He has announced that that he will not be running for re-election but 
rather running for Congress.  

 
IV. Legislative Ideas – Todd R. & Paul S. 

Todd Roobin said a number of people sent possible concepts for a future program benefiting our 
industry. Graham Winick submitted small programs as opposed to a large-scale program. The 
Education Retention program was the start of these types of small programs. Another option is 
the Arts Hall of Fame in Florida, focusing on legacy-concept projects to keep them in Florida as 
opposed to leaving our state to do work. Another one is similar to the film fund to entice private 
investment.  
 
Sandy Lighterman said the biggest problem the industry has in Tallahassee is the ROI/Florida 
model in which it is evaluated. She suggested Film Florida work to get program measured using 
one of the other formulas as opposed to the single one size fits all program that the EDR grades 
us. Slater Bayliss said the former Speaker Steve Crisafulli filed a bill prior to becoming Speaker 
trying to measure programs differently and it wasn’t passed. Slater said the best argument is to 
look at the overall impacts of our industry (infrastructure, tourism, etc.) since the ROI 
measurement as it sits now is not going to be helpful.  

 
V. Current & Potential Future Champions – Slater B. or Sarah B. 

Slater Bayliss said a number of legislators have been very good to the industry. Film Florida 
could find something positive to work with most legislators on. As we turn away from a traditional 
incentive, we will find more legislators to work with and give people the tools to work with 
Floridians on. 

 
VI. Film Florida Day in Tally – Sarah B. 

Sarah Busk said she and Slater believe this upcoming year would be a perfect time to do a 
reception in Tallahassee with a celebrity to remind legislators why the industry is vital to the 
state’s economy. Sarah suggested some meetings during the day then a reception in the 
evening. A sub-committee was formed including John, Bonnie, Gail, Sandy and Kelly. Sarah 
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suggested 25-ish members of the industry for the day at the Capitol then migrating to the evening 
reception.  

 
VII. Legislative Priorities & Strategy – Todd R. & Paul S. 

See above IV Legislative Ideas above 
 
VIII. Upcoming OPPAGA & EDR Reports – John L. 

a. Lapsed Incentive Program 
b. Sales Tax Exemption Program 

Sarah Busk said both the OPPAGFA and EDR reports are due January 1. These reports will 
shine a light on the old incentive program and sales tax exemption but everyone has done a good 
job talking about the positives of the sales tax program. 
 
Michelle Hillery said with the OPPAGA and EDR reports coming out in January, Film Florida 
needs to be prepared, not to defend the program, but to point out what is missing from the reports 
and show the overall impact of our industry. Legislators will listen to the reports so whether it’s 
defending the programs and/or the industry, the legislators will listen to what the information is, 
Film Florida needs to make sure all the information is out there, not just what comes in the 
reports. Slater Bayliss said Film Florida should highlight the overall impact of our industry 
statewide from the city to county to state level. Film Florida should coordinate with our allies in 
telling that story. 
 
Niki Welge said the GDP is stated by EDR. The narrative is ROI but Film Florida can also point 
to the GDP stat from the same report. Michelle Hillery said Film Florida should do a side-by-side 
comparison showing what the EDR includes versus factual information that is not included. 
 

IX. COMPASS Bill Update – Todd R. & Paul S. 
Todd Roobin said he spoke with Chris Ranung about the COMPASS bill. Chris indicated that 
they intend to file an updated bill. Chris said their approach is focusing on television and film 
projects in the $2 - $8 million range. Todd said Film Florida’s hope is that Chris collaborates with 
us so we can share our past experience to possibly enhance his bill. 

 
X. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE 

a. May 23, 2017* 
Minutes were not addressed/approved during the meeting. 

 
XI. Trade Shows 

Sarah Busk said the Speaker will continue to focus on spending habits of tax-payer funded 
organizations. Film Commissioners should be prepared to justify their spending. Graham Winick 
and Paul Sirmons agreed that Film Florida’s message is that we work collaboratively to reduce 
costs for marketing and sales which helps everyone save money. 
 

XII. Open Comments  
Kelly Paige said she is starting a Political Action Committee (PAC) to work with candidates that 
support the industry. Maria Chavez said she spoke with Chris Ranung and they will have the 
same lobbyist on their team for this year’s session.  

 
XIII. Adjournment 3:25pm 


