
 

 

Film Florida  
Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes  

Kelly Paige, Chair and Sheena Fowler, Co-Chair  
Monday, June 29, 2015 : 9:00am – 11:00am 

 
Dial-in Number: (760) 984-1000 

Access Code: 1086645# 
 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 9:10am 
 

II. AGENDA: ADDITIONS & DELETIONS 
There were no additions or deletions to the agenda as presented. 
 

III. MINUTE APPROVAL 
Jeanne Corcoran made a Motion to Approve the Legislative Committee meeting 
minutes from June 2, June 15 and June 16, 2015. 
Jud French seconded the Motion. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 

IV. BUSINESS 
a. Welcome 

Sheena Fowler opened the meeting by encouraging all attendees to be open 
and honest about how we move forward for the future of our industry. 

i. Representative Mike Miller Introduction 
Dave Caserta thanked Representative Mike Miller for being a man of 
integrity who was there to support our industry no matter what issues 
arose.  
 

b. Legislative Re-Cap Discussion 
i. Film Florida Lobbyist Feedback – Dave Caserta 

Dave Caserta congratulated Film Florida for the efforts put forth this year. 
We did everything we could, had our bills moving and had the plan laid 
out cleanly moving through session. Just like the local match last year, we 
had some obstacles thrown our way, when at the end of the day we have 
an incredibly successful existing program. Dave suggested that we 
reevaluate and think about how we move forward knowing what we do 
now about philosophical differences in the legislature. Solutions can 
include the state, but we also need to move toward other creative ideas 
that will help our industry. 
 

ii. House Champion Representative Mike Miller Feedback on Session 
Representative Mike Miller thanked Film Florida and stated that he 
looks forward to continuing fighting for the film, television and digital 
media industry in Florida. Rep. Miller thanked Senator Detert for her 
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guidance as a champion, and plans to focus on building more 
relationships with the leadership in the House and the Governor’s Office 
during the upcoming session. 
 
Rep. Miller suggested that we move away from the word “incentive” and 
also focus on funding for special projects (i.e. the quick action fund) so 
that we do not miss out on the films and television shows that can bring 
major economic benefits to the state. 
 
Sandy Lighterman thanked Rep. Miller for his support and candor, and 
asked about the fine line between pushing too hard and not hard enough. 
Sandy asked if events like Rally in Tally and massive email outreach to 
legislators make a real difference. Rep. Miller responded that while 
events like Rally in Tally are great for energizing an effort, the real 
difference comes from working from the top with major leaders in the 
legislature. That will be his focus moving forward. 
 
Michelle Hillery asked what our current status is regarding the bill 
language. Rep. Miller deferred to us to determine what might change in 
the next phase of drafting. Kelly Paige noted that with Committee Week 
in September, we need to have any new language prepared quickly. 
 
John Lux asked whether having the QTV bill in play helped or hurt us, 
and what it is looking like for QTV next year. Rep. Miller responded that 
even though it was a separate program, it hurt because it confuses 
legislators and looks related to ours. Kelly Paige noted that everyone that 
was against our program was for QTV. Dave Caserta added that our 
association is meant to encompass the entire industry, and therefore we 
must aim for a project that benefits everyone and includes all facets of the 
industry as much as possible. 

 
c. Office of Film & Entertainment 

i. Staff Reduction 
Kelly Paige announced that the LA Liaison office will officially shut down 
after 20 years. There will be no more marketing wing that promotes 
Florida outside of our state. Kelly suggested that this is the essential time 
to rally the troops and save our statewide industry, as this closure will 
affect every region and every film commission office that will be losing 
leads. 
 

ii. Marketing Efforts 
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Michelle Hillery suggested that a conversation is continued during the 
Film Commission Council meeting in regards to the LA office. Rep. Miller 
stated that he would do everything he can to help the situation, and Kelly 
Paige echoed the same sentiment on behalf of Senator Detert. 
 

iii. FFEAC Call 
 

d. Legislative Effort Moving Forward 
i. Incentive Structure 

Sandy Lighterman questioned measurements of this industry in terms of 
an incentive. Since rebates are more measurable, is it a better word to 
use than incentive? Jud French responded that the idea from Amy Baker 
with EDR was that we set up an appropriation rather than a tax credit that 
we find a recurring fund source for. Representative Miller noted that the 
EDR explained in a general presentation that the ROI formula was 
developed from an Australian university. He suggested we could work 
with our state universities to develop a formula with dynamic scoring. 
Sandy Lighterman suggested we start a Kickstarter campaign to fund 
industry research for a formula that works across the board. 
 

ii. Other Ideas 
Paul Sirmons explained that when he was the State Film Commissioner, 
the office was part of EOG and he reported directly to the Governor. Over 
time it has been taken further steps away from the Governor and they are 
unable to speak on behalf of our program to legislators. Film Florida has 
grown in membership to include unions, film commissions, small 
businesses, large businesses, etc. Paul suggested we research into the 
possibility of a P3, wherein the state could match operating costs with 
Film Florida and we could carry some of the messaging power that has 
been taken away in past years. 
 
Diliana from FilmGate stated that it is essential that we make sure the Bill 
has a point system that benefits productions that hire local crew and are 
made by local filmmakers. Rep. Miller agreed that was a crucial part of 
the ranking system developed this year, and is the focus of the Bill to 
support Florida jobs. 
 

V. COMMENTS 
a. Open for discussion 

Chris Ranung, President of IATSE Local 747 and COMPASS, shared that there 
is great energy in this organization and in this industry, and it is true that we need 
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to work together. IATSE and COMPASS formed to represent the union workers, 
non-union workers and business that support high impact film and television. 
Chris explained that membership for IATSE and COMPASS has reduced greatly 
over the past 2 years due to loss of jobs in Florida and people moving. 
 
Kelly Paige agreed that the loss to our industry is evident. Florida used to host 
hundreds of commercials a year, and it has dropped 10-fold. Lauren O’Quinn 
recounted her experience as an actor who is losing regular contracted work. 
John Peros as a casting director has seen the collateral damage that perception 
from losing the high-impact incentive for film and TV has caused. Crews are 
leaving and producers are following where the major crew base is located, even 
for non-incentivized projects. 

 
Legislative Co-chairs Sheena Fowler and Kelly Paige announced that they will 
both be stepping down as Chairs. The new Chairs will be selected as soon as 
possible. Michelle Hillery thanked them for their service and added that they will 
still be part of the Committee and build upon their existing relationship with 
legislators. 
 
Dave Caserta reiterated that the only way to find a solution moving forward is to 
get creative. Sheena Fowler stated that the legislature can vetoe and turn down 
Bills, but they can’t deny or shut down what we can pull together as an industry.  
 
Paul Sirmons added that while the conversation is dire now, he feels that this 
next year is our best chance. It is a unique year wherein both Marco Rubio and 
Jeb Bush are running for President and are great supporters of the film industry. 
While he cannot be in Tallahassee very often, Paul offered to Co-Chair the 
Committee pending further discussion. 
 
Michelle Hillery suggested that the Strategic Futures Committee work with the 
Legislative Committee to set up a strategic plan of action/road map so we have a 
plan moving forward. 

 
VI. Adjournment – 12:01pm 
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