
  

 

Film Commission Council Meeting Minutes 

Christy Andreoni, Chair and Sandy Lighterman, Co-Chair 

Thursday, February 12, 2019; 3:00pm-4:00pm EST 

Conference Call Line: (641) 715-0700; Code: 646645# 

   
I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

a. Roll Call 

Christy Andreoni 

Gail Morgan 

John Lux 

Sylvia Royer 

Esther Molina 

Tyler Martinolich 

Sandy Lighterman 

Niki Welge 

 

b. Press or Public in Attendance 

There was no press on the call. 

 

II. AGENDA: ADDITIONS & DELETIONS *** MOTION TO APPROVE  

Sandy Lighterman made a Motion to Approve the agenda. 

         Todd Roobin seconded the Motion. 

        The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 

III. MINUTES *** MOTION TO APPROVE 

a. February 12, 2019* 

Todd Roobin made a Motion to Approve the agenda. 

Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion. 

The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Trade Shows & Events Recap – John Lux 

a. NATPE 

John Lux reported that NATPE was the best attended in recent years, with 22 

members participating through Film Florida. 

 

Rolando Aedo with the GMCVB noted that NATPE has committed to three 

additional years in Miami. 

 

b. Sundance 

John noted that Film Florida does not count Sundance as an official tradeshow that 

the organization participates in, but many of our members attend. The GMCVB in 
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collaboration with the Miami-Dade Film Commission (Sandy Lighterman) had a 

special set up, several panels and VIP events. Gail Morgan added that it was a 

good relationship-building opportunity. Sandy noted that Miami will be reconsidering 

their involvement next year due to some issues with shared space with other film 

commissions. 

 

c. RealScreen Summit 

John explained that this was the first year Film Florida officially participated in this 

tradeshow, with 8 members participating. Sandy noted that she felt there was not 

enough shared space, making it difficult to meet people as compared to past 

summits in D.C. Bonnie King agreed and felt that the seminars were fantastic, but 

since they are held simultaneously, you are limited to what you can attend. Tyler 

Martinolich added that making personal meetings ahead of time seemed to be the 

best way to operate within this sales mission rather than running into opportunities 

on the floor, which was a limitation compared to past summits as well. 

 

d. Upcoming: SXSW, eMerge Americas, Tribeca Film Festival, Produced By, 

Realscreen West 

John noted that announcements/invitations for these tradeshows will be sent out to 

membership soon if they have not already. So far, there has not been any interest in 

eMerge Americas so John assumes that Film Florida will likely not move forward with 

that opportunity. Sandy suggested that Film Florida promote MMFM as an 

inexpensive local opportunity, and John confirmed Film Florida will do so in 

collaboration with Patty Arias as we have done in the past. 

 

B. Legislative Update – Todd Roobin/John Lux 

Todd Roobin reported on the current status of SB 526, which has been filed by Senator 

Gruters, the Chair of the Florida Republican Party. The bill has been referred to 3 

committees, with Senator Gruters’ committee coming first. Todd noted that our lobbying 

team is currently working on a House sponsor to file a companion bill. 

 

Todd explained that Senator Linda Stewart filed a bill to allow bed tax dollars to be used for 

our industry. Todd noted this was a huge surprise to Film Florida, and we have since 

reached out to Senator Stewart with questions about the bill. Senator Stewart is not working 

with anyone in the industry directly. This has no companion bill in the House, and Slater has 

suggested it likely does not have a long shelf life in Tallahassee since leadership does not 

seem interested in opening the bed tax discussion during this legislative session. Sandy 

added that the bed tax bill could pose some obstacles with local tourism department and 

might complicate things if people compare this bill to ours (SB 526). Michelle Hillery agreed 

and explained it could put TDCs, FRLA, and other organizations against the film industry 

when they are competing for the same dollars. Gail added that we have seen bed tax in the 

spotlight in recent years in bills proposing it is used for infrastructure repairs, which brought 

about complicated issues and negativity. Rolando echoed their concerns and explained that 

the GMCVB has formulated their legislative priorities which include film incentives, but they 

would fight this particular bed tax bill should it gain any momentum. John explained that the 

guidance Film Florida has received so far from our lobbyists is to hold on any strategic 

moves because the bill is considered DOA and there is a fine line between strategy and 

insulting a longtime supporter. Slater and Sarah will closely monitor the situation from their 

end, and in the meantime, we hope to get Senator Stewart’s support on SB 526 since she 

sits on two of the committees it will be heard in. 

 



John noted that he is traveling to Tallahassee next week for Florida Chamber event and has 

booked meetings with various legislators. John will report back on his trip on a future 

Legislative Committee call. 

 

C. Film Florida Member Festivals Survey Update – Christy Andreoni 

Christy Andreoni explained that the Film Florida Member Festivals Survey was recently 

sent out and the results will be reviewed during a future Film Commission Council meeting. 

 

D. Florida Office of Film & Entertainment Update – Niki Welge/Susan Simms 

Niki Welge provided an update on the current status of the OFE during the transition of 

gubernatorial leadership. Cissy Proctor resigned from her position with the DEO and has 

been replaced by Ken Lawson, former VISIT FLORIDA President. Having a background in 

tourism for the last two years, he understands the importance of marketing efforts. Greg 

Britton, DEO Director of Strategic Business Development has resigned, and Maureen Smith 

is now the Interim Division Director, but Niki is uncertain as to who will be taking over as her 

immediate supervisor over OFE. In the midst of the transition, the OFE has been asked to 

limit travel to critical needs. The OFE is also holding on releasing their newly finalized 

Strategic Plan until after legislative session. 

 

Niki noted that a recurring topics among her division that can be highlighted as benefits of 

the film industry are that entertainment is relatively recession proof since people seek an 

escape during difficult times, and our industry is environmentally friendly/green and does not 

negatively affect the environment. Both of these things (economy and environment) are very 

important topics for the state during this legislative session. 

 

Susan Simms reported that due to the travel restrictions Niki commented on, she is in a 

holding pattern on upcoming tradeshows. Susan discussed the successes of other recent 

tradeshows, including Florida’s strong presence at Sundance and the strength of our 

indigenous film community at these various prestige film festivals. Susan then spoke in 

detail about the upcoming AFCI week and what it will entail.  

 

E. Future Quarterly Meeting Locations – John Lux 

Christy Andreoni quickly ran through the following upcoming Quarterly Meetings, noting 

that John now has these pre-scheduled through 2021.  

a. March 25 & 26, 2019 – Tallahassee 

b. Annual Meeting June 24-26, 2019 – St. Pete/Clearwater 

c. September 2019 – Boca Raton (Governor’s Conference on Tourism) 

d. December 2019 – Orlando 

 

F. Council Member Updates Per Jurisdiction 

 

V. OPEN COMMENTS   

Christy Andreoni reported that for anyone that was not present at the Orlando Quarterly 

Meeting in December, Tyler Martinolich and Todd Roobin presented on their local incentive 

programs (for Tampa Bay and Jacksonville). If anyone wants additional information on these 

programs, contact Christy and she will connect you with the appropriate parties. Sandy 

Lighterman (Miami) and Jeanne Corcoran (Sarasota) will present at upcoming in-person Film 

Commission Council meetings. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT – 4:02pm 


