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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday May 8, 2019 

10:00am – 11:30am 
**NOTE NEW NUMBER** 

Dial-in Number: (712) 770-4856 
Access Code: 646645# 

T-Mobile/Metro PCS users call 206-451-6057, then the above number

A. Welcome/Call Meeting to Order – Todd R. & Paul S. – 10:02am
1. Roll Call – John Lux

Paul Sirmons 
Todd Roobin 
John Lux 
Bonnie King 
Ellen M. Schnur 
Herbert Miller 

Susan Simms 
Niki Welge 
Gail Morgan 
Lindsey Sandrin 
Sandy Lighterman 
Tamara Jones 

Graham Winick 
Nicholas Popp 
Chris Cooney 
Slater Bayliss 
Sarah Busk Suskey 

2. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones
John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call or in the room; there were none. 
John also reminded everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from 
the call please do not put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that 
everyone mute their phones when not speaking to avoid background noise 

B. Agenda: Additions & Deletions – **MOTION TO APPROVE
Gail Morgan made a Motion to Approve the agenda.
Ellen Schnur seconded the Motion.
The Motion carried unanimously.

C. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE
1. April 18, 2019*

Nicholas Popp made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Gail Morgan seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

D. Legislation Session Recap – Slater Bayliss & Sarah Busk
1. SB 526 / HB 1401 – Targeted Grant Program

Slater Bayliss said there was good communication throughout session, Slater thanked John Lux 
for the partnership throughout session. Slater said the goal of the session was to flip the 
narrative, stop defending the old program, and give legislators something they could support. The 
session had some very positive things considering the headwinds we face in the Florida House 
but also a few disappointments. The Chairman of the Republican Party of Florida being the Bill 
Sponsor is a huge step. The House Sponsor knew the situation when he chose to file a bill for the 
industry. Paul Sirmons lead the team in drafting the bill. Slater was a little disappointed that some 
legislators that were thought to be strong supporters did not co-sponsor the bills.  

Slater Bayliss said the plan was to create momentum in the Senate where there could be 
conversation near the end of session but that didn’t happen. The narrative has changed, the 
conversation is positive and the good work the local film commissions are doing is showing that 
the local incentives are working by bringing the smaller budget projects to Florida.  
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There is a quick turnaround to the 2020 session so there is a lot of work to be done in building 
relationships during the summer. Sarah Busk Suskey echoed Slater’s comments about the hard 
work and said having a new program to discuss has changed the temperature in the legislature 
as well as other stakeholders.  
 
Chris Cooney said he agreed with Sarah and Slater regarding the heavy lift that has been done 
and the hard work to get to where things finished, the question is how to take the next steps. 
Slater Bayliss thanked Chris Cooney for his support in telling the story and helping build the 
momentum. 
 

2. SB 1640 / HB 27 – Deregulation 
Slater Bayliss said the de-regulation bills in the House and Senate, which contained many items 
to be deregulated, not passing was the one priority of the Governor’s that didn’t get across the 
finish line. Slater said prior to the bills not being brought up for a final vote, he and Sarah had 
good conversations with both the House and Senate sponsors. Sarah Busk Suskey said she 
expected the same effort of de-regulation to happen in 2020. Slater Bayliss said one thing that 
has been good for Film Florida is to no longer be seen as a group that only wants incentives. The 
more the organization is seen as a trusted group to work with on a variety of issues the better the 
overall efforts will be seen.  
 

3. SR 1808 – Film & Television Production Resolution 
Slater Bayliss said the resolution was very important to Sen Taddeo. Slater believes it’s a good 
step for the industry to have some “floor time” and a good talking point over the summer. 

 
E. Looking Ahead – Slater Bayliss, Sarah Busk Suskey, Todd Roobin, Paul Sirmons, John 

Lux 
1. Relationship Building/Education 

Slater Bayliss said he can’t overstate the importance of people meeting at home with their local 
legislators. Anyone that can take time to meet with their local legislators is immensely important. 
John Lux said he will be sending members of the Legislative Committee and Board of Directors 
assignments for the summer (between Memorial Day and Labor Day) where each member will 
get 2-4 names in the legislature to reach out and get meetings to talk about the industry. The 
meetings are educational in purpose, not a specific legislative ask. Paul Sirmons asked is if Sen 
Gruters is interested in sponsoring a bill. Slater Bayliss said Sen Gruters is definitely interested 
in continuing as the Senate Sponsor.  
 
Sandy Lighterman asked if the organization is considering inviting Rep Sprowls to attend a 
session where members of the industry can speak to him. John Lux said he is working with 
Slater and Sarah to see if Rep Sprowls would be interested in attending. Todd Roobin asked if 
she believed the organization should invite Sen Gruters to our Annual Meeting to present him 
with an award of appreciation. Sarah Busk Suskey also said it might be good to invite Rep 
Sprowls as well so he and Sen Gruters can communicate further. Sarah further said a set visit 
would be a good idea for Rep Sprowls.  
 

2. Set Visits 
John Lux said he is working on set visits for legislators. The challenge is always scheduling. 
Sandy Lighterman said there is an opportunity of set visits in Miami but it would be the week 
before the Film Florida Annual Meeting. John Lux said Bonnie King also knows the need is there 
for the series on the Space Coast in the Fall. 
 

3. What Type of Bill(s) Should We Consider for 2020 
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Sarah Busk Suskey said she would recommend continuing the conversation with the Targeted 
Grant Program. The narrative was positive and continuing that conversation would be the best 
option.  
 

4. Bill Sponsors 
John Lux said Sarah had said Sen Gruters would be willing to sponsor a bill in the Senate. John 
asked Sarah is Rep Ponder is an option for 2020 in the House. Sarah Busk Suskey talked about 
the bill sponsor process in 2019 because Leadership asked most Republicans to hold back filing 
bills for other priorities. Sarah doesn’t believe Rep Buchanan would be offended if he was not 
asked to sponsor again. Sarah confirmed that Rep Ponder said he would sponsor a bill. John 
Lux asked about Rep Raschein. Sarah Busk Suskey said Rep Raschein is part of the Upper 
Leadership level of the Speaker’s office so she is unable to file bills. Sarah reiterated that Rep 
Raschein is one of the biggest supporters.  
 

5. Bill Filing Strategy 
John Lux asked about the challenge of getting co-sponsors since the House bill was filed on the 
first day of session. John asked if there was an advantage of filing very early, like in September, 
so there’s more time to get co-sponsors and gain momentum before session. Since many people 
speak at local delegation meetings or meet with legislators before session, those meetings could 
be used to ask to co-sponsor as opposed to just informational meetings. Sarah Busk Suskey 
agreed that filing earlier is better. Since the bill has already been filed in 2019, the strategy should 
be to file as soon as possible. Paul Sirmons said people that meet with legislators over the 
summer can talk about the legislation so less education will be needed. John Lux said the logical 
workflow is that people talk to legislators over the summer about the Targeted Grant Program 
then after Labor Day the bills are officially filed in the House and Senate, then people can work on 
getting co-sponsors with those legislators that members had meetings with over the summer.  

 
F. OFE Legislative Update – Niki Welge 
Niki Welge said her office and division got their budget and the FTE’s stayed the same. Niki said 
the OFE is a blank slate with Governor DeSantis since he’s still learning more about the industry 
and office. Niki’s team is preparing numbers and information to show the importance of the 
industry and the OFE. The Governor is evaluating all programs and offices and will make further 
decisions leading into the next legislative session.  
 
G. Open Comments  
John Lux reminded everyone that the Film Florida Annual Meeting is June 24 – 27 in St. 
Petersburg. There will be an informal reception on Monday night, Tuesday starts with a Behind 
the Scenes tour of the Clearwater Marine Aquarium followed by lunch and meetings in the 
afternoon. Then additional meetings and our Board Meeting will be Wednesday 6/26. Finally the 
St. Pete/Clearwater Film Commission is doing an Industry Summit on Wednesday 6/26 – 
Thursday 6/27 with panel discussions, keynote speakers and networking.  

 
H. Adjournment – 10:51am 
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