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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday June 25, 2019 

2:00pm – 3:30pm 
**NOTE NEW NUMBER** 

Dial-in Number: (712) 770-4856 
Access Code: 646645# 

T-Mobile/Metro PCS users call 206-451-6057, then the above number

A. Welcome/Call Meeting to Order – Todd R. & Paul S. 2:13pm
1. Roll Call – John Lux

Todd Roobin (via phone) 
Paul Sirmons 
John Lux 
Sandy Lighterman 
Kelly Paige 
Steve Lasky 
Kimmi Heath-Carrico 
Jeanne Corcoran 
Larry Elkin 
Bonnie King 
Carol Bressi-Cilona 
Nicholas Popp 
Chris Eaton 
Gail Morgan 
Tony Armer 

Michelle Hillery 
Declan Flynn 
John Cummings 
Tyler Martinolich 
Lindsey Sandrin 
Christy Andreoni 
Gaby LaJeunesse 
Alex Beaty 
Irina Kleesattel 
Ed Krout 
Chad Newman 
Ellen Schnur 
Miriam Goodspeed 
Lisa Dozois 
Alexa Sheehan 

Niki Welge 
Susan Simms 
Slater Bayliss 
Sarah Susky (via phone) 
Herta Suarez (via phone) 
Tamara Jones (via phone) 
Ray Watters (via phone) 
Bill Williams (via phone) 
Ashley Rushing (via phone) 
Veronica Henning (via 
phone) 
Chris Cooney (via phone) 
Herb Miller (via phone)

2. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones
John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call or in the room; there were none. 
John also reminded everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from 
the call please do not put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that 
everyone mute their phones when not speaking to avoid background noise. 

B. Agenda: Additions & Deletions – **MOTION TO APPROVE
Jeanne Corcoran made a Motion to Approve the agenda.
Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion.
The Motion carried unanimously.

C. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE
1. May 8, 2019*

Bonnie King made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Gail Morgan seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

D. Legislation Session Recap – Slater Bayliss & Sarah Busk
1. SB 526 / HB 1401 – Targeted Grant Program

Slater Bayliss thanked Tony Armer for setting up the tour to the Clearwater Marine Aquarium. 
Slater said he and Sarah are proud to work with Film Florida. The Legislative Session was 
effective in turning the page from the old program to the new thinking. The new program helped 
talk about what the industry can do going forward. There were successes starting with the bill 

MOTION 
TO 

APPROVE 

MOTION 
TO 

APPROVE 

1



 

 

*Backup Provided                     **Needs Motion & Approval 

sponsors. Slater said he was disappointed that the bill was not heard in the House. The bill got 
through the first Senate committee and the program got a lot of very positive media coverage.  
 

2. SB 1640 / HB 27 – Deregulation 
Slater said the Governor ran on platform of reducing regulations for professionals and talent 
agencies were part of that overall effort to deregulate. He said the thought of talent agencies 
being deregulated is terrifying and many legislators agree. The provision was removed in the 
Senate bill and the House hit a speedbump in the final hours of session so that didn’t pass. The 
conversations about talent agencies allows the industry to educate more which helps when there 
is a bigger “ask”. 
 

3. SR 1808 – Film & Television Production Resolution 
Slater talked about Sen Taddeo’s resolution in the Senate. It was a good opportunity for the 
industry to be talked about in 2 committees and on the Senate floor.  
 
Slater also talked about the importance of the Entertainment Industry Sales Tax Exemption 
program continuing. Slater said short of getting a new incentive bill passed, it was a very positive 
Legislative Session for Film Florida, especially the meetings that the Board had in March. Sarah 
Susky reiterated what Slater said and said the time and effort that the organization has invested 
in to build relationships is showing.  
 
E. OFE Legislative Update – Niki Welge 
Niki Welge said nothing happened to her department during the legislative session, which is a 
good thing. Niki said the new administration is taking a look at all economic development 
programs across the state. Niki’s office is under a legislative review, along with the sales tax 
exemption program. The numbers are very good so hopefully people see the value of the office 
and the STE program. The FFEAC is creating a sub-committee to create a letter writing campaign 
to Legislative Leadership about the value of the office and STE. 

 
F. The Advocacy Group at Cardenas Group Contract* - **MOTION TO APPROVE 
Slater Bayliss thanked Film Florida for the opportunity to work together over the last 3 years and 
he hopes we can continue working together in the future and is excited about the direction things 
are progressing.  
 
John Lux said the new contract with The Advocacy Group is in the agenda packet. Kelly Paige 
voiced her strong support for Slater and Sarah. John Lux recapped the history of the Film Florida 
lobbying efforts and contracts with The Advocacy Group. John Cummings said 30 years ago a 
lobbyist cost the same as it does now so to be paying the same now as they paid 30 years ago is 
remarkable.  
 
Larry Elkin made a Motion that the Legislative Committee recommend that the 
Board of Directors accept the contract with The Advocacy Group. 
Kelly Paige seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 
 
G. Looking Ahead – Slater Bayliss, Sarah Susky, Todd Roobin, Paul Sirmons, John Lux 

1. Statewide Meetings w/Legislators 
John Lux said the goal for the summer is for Film Florida members to meet with as many 
legislators as possible. The goal is NOT for members to be legislative experts, the goal is for the 
member to introduce themselves to local legislators, tell them their personal story and build 
relationships. Legislators are more likely to care about people than a nameless, faceless industry.  
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Slater Bayliss said the greatest asset Film Florida has is the people. There’s only so much that 
can be done during legislative session. Developing relationships with local legislators is going to 
get Film Florida further. Slater said it’s more about developing a personal relationship which will 
allow for deeper conversations that will be meaningful in the future. A single relationship in a 
specific committee down the line might make the difference between passing or not in the future.  
 
John Lux talked about getting an e-mail response from a legislator on June 15 responding to an 
e-mail he sent in early March about the bill. John said he gets calls and e-mails from people 
wanting to help the week before session starts. When people go to Tallahassee for meetings, 
those are update meetings, those aren’t meetings to build relationships or educate a legislator 
about an issue. If people want to educate legislators about the industry, the time to do it is when 
they are at home, and will give you 30 minutes+ for a meeting, not in Tallahassee when you get 
10 minutes. 
 
Paul Sirmons asked how someone can participate. John Lux explained the process where he 
helps people schedule the meetings and prepare for the meetings.  
 

2. Set Visits 
John Lux said another initiative is to get legislators on set for visits. The projects need to be 
family friendly and welcoming to the intrusion of legislators on set. Since there are more projects 
now than a year ago, hopefully there will be a willing set and the schedule will work for the 
legislators so they can see the people involved and better understand the economic impact of a 
project in their area. Kelly Paige also recommended that film festivals invite legislators to 
opening night parties or big screenings.  
 

3. Bill Sponsors & Filing Strategy for 2020 Legislative Session 
Slater Bayliss talked about having strong supportive bill sponsors. Sen Gruters has indicated he 
wants to sponsor the bill again. Slater doesn’t think the industry could ask for a better sponsor for 
a variety of reasons. In the House things are different because members have limits on the 
amount of bills they can file and leadership asks members to keep bill slots open for leadership 
priorities. There are a couple legislators that are viable options and Slater believes there will be 
someone to file a bill, time will tell who gets it in the end.  
 
John Lux said the terminology used for the 2019 bill was a “targeted grant program” but the 
feedback saying grant might not be the correct word so the terminology going forward will be the 
“targeted rebate program”.  

  
4. Feature Florida Partnerships- Chris Ranung 

John Lux said Chris Ranung was not able to make the Legislative Committee meeting but will be 
at the Board Meeting and he will give an update regarding his private funding program.  

 
H. Open Comments  

 
I. Adjournment 3:36pm 
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