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Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Friday September 13, 2019 

10:00 – 11:30am 
**NOTE NEW NUMBER** 

Dial-in Number: (712) 770-4856 
Access Code: 646645# 

T-Mobile/Metro PCS users call 206-451-6057, then the above number

A. Welcome/Call Meeting to Order – Todd R. & Paul S. – 10:03am
1. Roll Call – John Lux
Paul Sirmons
Todd Roobin
John Lux
Kelly Paige
Herbert Miller
Susan Simms
Niki Welge
Gail Morgan
Jeanne Corcoran

Kimberly Heath-
Carrico 
Lindsey Sandrin 
Herta Suarez 
Tamara Jones 
Tyler Martinolich 
Larry Elkin 
Lisa Mills 
Sheri Taylor 

Nicholas Popp 
Maria Chavez 
Bill Williams 
Chris Cooney 
Gaby 
LaJeunesse 
Slater Bayliss 
Sarah Suskey

2. Media Guests, Recording & Mute Phones
John Lux asked if there were any media members on the call; there were none. John also 
reminded everyone the call was being recorded, if anyone needed to step away from the call 
please do not put the call on hold since most have hold music and he asked that everyone mute 
their phones when not speaking to avoid background noise. 

B. Agenda: Additions & Deletions – **MOTION TO APPROVE
Paul Sirmons asked to move the OFE Update before the 2020 Legislative Session.
Gail Morgan made a Motion to Approve the agenda.
Jeanne Corcoran seconded the Motion.
The Motion carried unanimously.

C. Minutes Approval - **MOTION TO APPROVE
1. June 25, 2019*

Kelly Paige made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 
Tamara Jones seconded the Motion. 
The Motion carried unanimously. 

D. OFE Legislative Update – Niki Welge
Niki Welge said there’s not a lot happening for the OFE legislatively. The FFEAC is drafting a
letter in support of the OFE and the industry as a whole. The letter will go to Ken Lawson from
DEO. The letter is in the final stages and will be voted on in the FFEAC meeting on 10/19. Kelly
Paige asked Niki to share the premise of the letter. Niki Welge said the letter talks about the
value of the OFE team, the performance measures, Labor Market Statistics data, and the value of
the industry as a whole.

Paul Sirmons asked Niki is Film Florida should focus on defending the industry and the Sales 
Tax Exemption program during the upcoming session. Niki Welge said from the Governor’s side, 
the OFE and STE appear to be safe but that doesn’t mean something from the legislature won’t 
come up.  
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Kimberly Heath-Carrico said she has talked to the head of the Relators and they appear willing 
to show support for the industry. Todd Roobin suggested John Lux and Kimberly connect.  
 
E. 2020 Legislative Session – Slater, Sarah, Paul, Todd & John 

1. Statewide Meetings w/Legislators* 
John Lux said page 7 is a list that John has been provided of meetings people have taken over 
the summer. The message continues to be building relationships. John encouraged people to 
continue to try to set up meetings. 
  

2. Set Visits 
John Lux said the effort continues to be to get legislators on set. It’s a lot of moving parts since 
there needs to be the correct combination of the type of project, the location, the approval of the 
producers, and the schedules of the legislators. The process has been very challenging, but the 
effort continues.  
 

3. Bill Sponsors & Filing Strategy for 2020 Legislative Session* 
Slater Bayliss said he’s happy to be in a good place with bill sponsors. Slater believes the 
Champions for the industry are in a good position to get a bill passed and then keep it in place. 
Slater also thanked everyone for taking the time to meet with legislators over the summer. 
Hopefully the meetings will lead to additional co-sponsors once bills are filed. Slater said while 
there is broad support, the challenge in the Florida House continues, although there appears to 
be support in future years. The 2020 legislative session is important for building additional 
momentum. Sarah Suskey reiterated Slater’s thanks for people taking time to meet with 
legislators and speak at delegation meetings.  
 
Kelly Paige asked if the language in the bill is remaining the same as last year. Paul Sirmons 
confirmed and noted page 9 shows the one sheet of the program. The only meaningful change is 
the change in terminology from calling it a grant program to a rebate program. Paul noted the 
program does not include purchases as a qualified expenditure. A few people voiced concern that 
purchases do not qualified and Paul explained the reasoning to ensure the ROI meets the 
minimum requirement. Paul explained the ROI challenge since Florida does not have a state 
income tax for labor.  
 
Slater Bayliss then explained the various committees a bill would be referred to. Todd Roobin 
asked Slater about any conversations that have been had with the Governor. Slater Bayliss said 
the Governor has been very strategic to get involved for his priorities but to stay out of things that 
aren’t his priorities. The goal remains to get the First Lady on a set to see first-hand the economic 
impact.  
 

4. Strategic Marketing 
John Lux reminded everyone that last session Film Florida did some strategic marketing to 
garner positive media coverage. Film Florida is in talks with the group again to do the same in 
2020. John is talking with people to help offset costs like was done for the 2019 session.  
 

5. Legislator Videos 
John Lux said at the end of the 2019 session, Film Florida captured videos of legislators 
speaking positively about the industry. There are 11 videos that Film Florida will be rolling out on 
social media throughout the Fall.  
 
Paul Sirmons asked about the recent report from the state economist about revenues for the 
state. Slater Bayliss and Sarah Suskey talked about how the economist is forecasting positive 
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revenues for the upcoming year but she is projecting a possible deficit in coming years so 
legislators are talking fiscal restraint which could play into conversations about the industry.  
 

6. Working Outside Florida List 
John Lux said Sandy Lighterman made a recommendation that Film Florida compile a list of 
names of people and companies that are working out of state or have left Florida. John said the 
list is over 300 names which is a lot but the perspective that close to 1,000 people move to 
Florida every day. John said it’s not meant to be used as a specific list of names but rather to 
prove a point that real people are leaving.  
 

7. Lost Business Map Update 
John Lux said the Lost Business Map will be discussed in the Film Commission Council meeting 
finalizing additional titles and dollars. Once the map is finalized, the map will be distributed as an 
updated tool for people to use in conversations and meetings.  

 
F. Open Comments  
Tamara Jones McKee talked about her meeting with Rep Kionne McGhee. Maria Chavez talked 
about her and other location managers setting up some meetings with legislators. 

 
G. Adjournment – 11:03am 
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