
Film Florida 
Education Council Meeting 

October 12, 2017 
10:30-11:30 am 

 
Conference dial-in number  

 
Attendees: Lisa Mills, John Lux, David Jaffe, Bonnie King, Matt Wohl, Steve McDowell 
 

I. Call to order 
 

II. Approval of agenda 
 

III. Approval of minutes, May 23, 2017 and August 24, 2017 
 

IV. Old Business 
a. Survey of media production programs in Florida, Report/Revision Steve McDowell 

 
Overview: Education Council tried to bring together information about what we are doing, share 
among education, industry and government sectors, identify areas of priority that are not being 
addressed.  Survey went to about 140 educational institutions, received 50 responses.  Short 
report, summary of responses to questions and appendix with full responses.  Interest in 
festivals to show work, interest in internship opportunities. 
 
Lisa Peterson is interested in looking at the report and data.   
 
Next step for distribution: need to get a good summary.  Could provide a deeper dive 
explanation of the next Board meeting.  Could provide executive summary to all on the Board, 
and raw data upon request. 

 
b. Educational Institutions – Marketing/Capstone Projects 

 
John Lux has been reaching out to members to get materials from their students’ capstone 
experiences.  Try to promote the best work of students.  Use to highlight and sell Florida Film 
Education as a whole.   
 
How should this be organized?  Try to archive and use capstone projects at schools?  What sort 
of site should be used for distribution? (YouTube? Facebook? Hosted site?)  Could link to 
schools’ platforms.  We need to decide how we are going to use this. 
 
Do some festivals restrict online access?  Understand this is okay for student competitions, but 
may be an issue in general categories of entries.  Schools may say that they can distribute 
student work after one year.   
 
Could create and archive CD.  This would give John Lux something to show off what students are 
doing. 
 



Two groups to work on this.  One or two people could look at guidelines or conditions.  One or 
two people could look at what we want to do with it. 
 
Bonnie: we could contact film organizations in other states and see how they are using student 
films to promote the film business. 
 
Matt: he has chaired film programs.  This can be a discussion between the film program and the 
student regarding when the program has permission to use the material. 
 
Other examples will help us figure out how others states use student films to promote film 
education. 
 
John: State film offices list film festivals, but don’t show student films.  This could provide more 
video for marketing purposes.  We have no specific plan at this point, but the request to 
members did produce a lot of responses and we have a lot of video in a folder.  We could post 
examples on social media periodically, or post on a website.  Social media channels will probably 
have more traffic than the website. 
 
Student work could help show the legislature the importance of the industry and educational 
programs.  Need clear sense of purpose in promoting this work.  This could also assist in building 
membership.  We have sought work from members and non-members in the past year, 
providing an open showcase for the whole community.  Could make this member benefit in 
future years. 
 
Matt: could work on guidelines.  Has run some student showcases, and can take a first pass at 
this. 
 

 
c. Memberships 

 
No new material to discuss on memberships. 
 
 

V. New Business 
 

a. Discussion of legislative issues and the proposal for the Educational Retention Act. 
 

b. Major event coming up on October 21 in Orlando.  Film Florida Digital Focus.  Excited 
about the event. 
 

VI. Future meetings: 
 

a. December 11, 2017 is the next Film Florida quarterly meeting. 
 

VII. Adjournment 


