
  

 

Film Commission Council Meeting Minutes 

Christy Andreoni, Chair; Chad Newman, Vice Chair; Tyler Martinolich, Secretary 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020; 2:30pm – 4:00pm EST 

Conference Call Line: 712-770-4856, Access Code: 646645# 
   

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

a. Roll Call 

Christy Andreoni 

John Lux 

Bonnie King 

Tyler Martinolich 

Chad Newman 

Lindsey Sandrin 

Gail Morgan 

Susan Simms 

Niki Welge 

Sandy Lighterman 

 

b. Press or Public in Attendance 

There was no press on the call. 

 

II. AGENDA: ADDITIONS & DELETIONS *** MOTION TO APPROVE  

Gail Morgan made a Motion to Approve the agenda. 

         Bonnie King seconded the Motion. 

        The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 

III. MINUTES *** MOTION TO APPROVE 

a. December 5, 2019* 

Tyler Martinolich made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 

Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion. 

The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS  

A. COVID-19 

a. Updates on current status of permitting process and other services 

Each Film Commission representative reported on the current status of their 

permitting process and work from home procedures. Film offices in Miami-Dade, 

Tampa-Hillsborough, Sarasota, and the Keys have officially rescinded all active 

permits and are not currently taking applications. All other film offices are accepting 

applications on a case-by-case basis (small crews, available locations, etc). Sandy 

Lighterman recommended that each representative check in with their county’s Risk 

Management department to ensure that permitting is still allowed under pandemic 

circumstances. 

MOTION 

TO 

APPROVE 

Courtney Dietsch 

Tony Armer 

Hilary Webber 

Jesse Brock 

John Cummings 

Dana (Universal) 

Veronica Hennig 

Todd Roobin 

Jeanne Corcoran 

 

MOTION 

TO 

APPROVE 
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b. Resource information to reference

Christy Andreoni referred to Film Florida’s website page dedicated to Coronavirus

information which includes updates on location closures, permitting process updates,

and health and economic resource information relevant to the production industry.

Film Commissions are encouraged to share this page with their local production

communities.

c. Best practices for office & production environments

Christy Andreoni referred to health guidelines from the CDC that can be utilized for

office environments and production sets. However, it was noted that production has

recently halted due to stay at home orders and social distancing measures.

d. Lost business information for Film Florida & OFE

Christy Andreoni reminded all Film Commission representatives to send lost

business information associated with the Coronavirus regularly to both John Lux with

Film Florida and Niki Welge with the OFE as both entities will be collecting and

reporting this data.

Various Film Commission representatives shared some specific examples of

cancelled or postponed projects, as well as some potential leads that are still in

contact for pre-production.

B. Local Incentive Map* – John Lux

John Lux presented a draft of a map of Florida highlighting the local incentive programs in

various counties. The goal is to utilize this map as a resource on the Film Florida website, as

well as printed collateral at trade shows and sales missions. John asked that any revision

requests be sent to him directly via email.

C. Membership Recruitment – Christy Andreoni/John Lux

Christy Andreoni and John Lux explained that this agenda item was included before

things escalated with Coronavirus, and membership recruitment efforts are expected to slow

in light of the financial struggles many are dealing with across the industry. However,

Christy recommended that if Film Commissions are scrubbing their contact lists as they are

working on items remotely, they are encouraged to provide that information to John so that

he can continue to build a contact list of future potential members.

D. Trade Shows, Sales Missions & Events – John Lux

John Lux reported on trade show and sales mission cancellations in light of the Coronavirus

pandemic. Film Florida will not lose any money on these opportunities, however it is a major

loss for relationship building and project development in the industry overall.

John also noted some of the Film Florida member film festivals that are postponing.

Michelle Hillery reported on the status of The Palm Beaches Student Showcase of Films

and plans for a live Facebook Watch Party to announce the winners.

E. Future Quarterly Meeting Locations – John Lux

a. Annual Meeting June 2020 – Key West

Chad Newman reported that the tentative Annual Meeting dates are June 15-17,

2020, at Margaritaville Resort Key West. This will be reconsidered as things move

forward with the pandemic and a clearer timeline emerges.
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b. September 2020 – Orlando (with Governor’s Conference on Tourism) 

John Lux reported that the September Quarterly Meeting will be held in Orlando 

from September 8-9, with the Governor’s Conference taking place over the following 

days. 

 

c. December 2020 – Orlando 

The December Quarterly Meeting will take place in Orlando as usual in conjunction 

with WIFT-FL’s Jingle Mingle event. 

 

F. Production Repeat Offenders – Christy Andreoni 

Christy Andreoni asked if any film commissions had any recent production issues or 

individual offenders to share with the Council. No reports were shared. 

 

G. Florida Office of Film & Entertainment Update – Niki Welge/Susan Simms 

Niki Welge provided updates related to the operations of the Department of Economic 

Opportunity, as all employees (including the OFE which falls under the department) have 

been directed to managing the various reemployment assistance and financial support 

programs managed by through the state. Niki noted that some of these programs are not 

available to freelancers in the industry, and she is getting clarification on what support 

services they can utilize as things progress. Niki will share information as it becomes 

available that is specific to the production industry. 

 

Niki reported on the status of the OPPAGA and EDR report. They will be reviewing the 

Sales Tax Exemption and Production Industry Tax Credit programs for FY16/17, 17/18, and 

18/19. This will include an analysis of administrative operations and ROI on each program. 

Reports are a statutory requirement. Various film commissions may be contact by OPPAGA 

as part of their report. Reports will be completed by the end of the calendar year. 

 

Niki noted the anticipated impacts of the Coronavirus on the DEO (and therefore OFE)’s 

budget. Since they had to catch up to remote work environment preparations by purchasing 

laptops, etc., Niki anticipates their travel budget for the year being significantly reduced. 

Michelle Hillery asked how other Film Commissions anticipate this may impact their 

budgets, and based on various TDC vs. Economic Development models, various Film 

Commission representatives responded with their outlooks. 

 

Susan Simms reported on Coronavirus’ impact on production overall as it relates to the 

industry in LA and its relationship to production in Florida. 

 

H. Council Member Updates 

  

V. OPEN COMMENTS   

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT – 3:52pm 

  

 

 

*Backup Provided 

**Needs Motion & Approval 
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