
Film Commission Council Meeting Minutes 

Christy Andreoni, Chair; Chad Newman, Vice Chair; Tyler Martinolich, Secretary 

Wednesday, May 13, 2020; 2:00pm – 3:00pm EST 
Conference Call Line: 712-770-4856, Access Code: 646645# 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

a. Roll Call

Christy Andreoni

John Lux

Tyler Martinolich

Gail Morgan

Susan Simms

Niki Welge

Sandy Lighterman

Michelle Hillery

Donyelle Marshall

b. Press or Public in Attendance

There was no press on the call.

II. AGENDA: ADDITIONS & DELETIONS *** MOTION TO APPROVE

Michelle Hillery made a Motion to Approve the agenda. 

Todd Roobin seconded the Motion. 

The Motion was carried unanimously. 

III. MINUTES *** MOTION TO APPROVE

a. April 29, 2020*

Todd Roobin made a Motion to Approve the minutes. 

Sandy Lighterman seconded the Motion. 

The Motion was carried unanimously. 

IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. COVID-19

a. Updates on current status of permitting process and other services

Each Film Commission representative reported on any new information

regarding the current status of their permitting process, work from home

procedures, impacts to any existing local incentive programs, and budgetary

concerns.

b. Production updates (lost business, potential future leads, etc)

MOTION 

TO 

APPROVE 

Tony Armer 

Veronica Hennig 

Todd Roobin 

Marty Lewis 

Maggie McCarty 

Sheena Fowler 

 Gaby LaJeunesse 

 Meagan Happel 

MOTION 

TO 

APPROVE 
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Film Commission representatives reported on the specifics under which they 

are currently reviewing and issuing permits, including recommended 

language additions, health & safety plan reviews, and other procedures that 

can be considered for best practices across the state. Since many are still 

figuring out an official policy, this will continue to be discussed in the coming 

weeks. 

 

Niki Welge reported on the status of the travel restrictions from New York, 

New Jersey and Connecticut, which continues through July 7th requiring 

travelers from those states quarantine for 14 days upon arrival in Florida. Gail 

noted that Louisiana was also included as part of another Executive Order. 

Niki will keep an eye on this as we begin to process leads from these areas. 

 

c. Production Set Guidelines Update – Sandy Lighterman/John Lux 

John Lux reported on the status of Film Florida’s release of 

Recommendations for Clean & Healthy Production Sets. The feedback has 

been mostly positive and Film Florida has been cited in many articles as one 

of the first associations in the country to release recommendations. A zoom 

panel was hosted by Film Florida with many top industry professionals 

speaking about recommendations based on department. Sandy Lighterman 

and John are currently reviewing recommended additions that were 

submitted for future updates. 

 

B. Florida Office of Film & Entertainment Update – Niki Welge/Susan Simms 

Niki Welge reported on the status of the OFE returning to the office, which they 

anticipate will be a phased in approach. The OFE is fielding a lot of questions about 

the status of filming in Florida and is processing accordingly by sending leads out 

across the state for individual film commissions to respond based on the status of 

permitting in their areas. 

 

To date, 1.4 million unique claims for Florida reemployment assistance have been 

submitted, and over 1.1 million have been processed. 693,000 claimants have been 

paid. 58,000 federal reemployment assistance application have been submitted. 

 

Niki brought up a discussion of PPE inquiries across the industry so that crew 

members can be protected while working on set. At this point, the state is not able to 

assist with free PPE as the focus is on hospitals and nursing homes, but Niki 

inquired about whether anyone has any local information on whether that is being 

made available to other industries. Participants on the call noted that current 

permitted productions had been bringing their own gear, but further research would 

be helpful to share Florida-based companies that can provide PPE to support local. 

 

Susan Simms shared information coming out of the industry in LA and what it could 

mean for trends developing for production in general when things ramp back up. 

Susan has been continuing conversations with potential clients to keep them abreast 

of any updates from Florida so that we are ready to move forward as soon as things 

reopen. 

 

Susan spoke about the webinar hosted by Tony Armer/St. Pete Clearwater Film 

Commission this morning through Screen International’s “Screen Talks”, noting a few 
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takeaways including: 33 production areas have reopened; there is reluctance from 

talent and crew to get on planes to travel for production work; lots of caution and 

concerns for a second wave; reluctance from crew to sign waivers; incentives have 

clearly taken a back seat to safety amidst this crisis. 

 

C. General Updates from Film Florida – John Lux  

John Lux provided updates regarding the upcoming Annual Meeting (being held 

virtually via Zoom), the 2nd edition of the CoVideo-19 project, Film Florida’s 

Commission Conversations project, Recommendations for Clean & Healthy Sets 

town hall and potential additions, and Film Florida’s ongoing participation in panels 

and podcasts across the state. 

 

V. OPEN COMMENTS   

Christy Andreoni posed a question on behalf of Sandy Lighterman regarding feelings about 

adding official rules and guidelines on future permits. Responses in general indicated most film 

commissions are offering recommendations, but looking to production professionals to provide 

their specific plan that each approving municipality would review rather than provide standard 

mandates across the board.  

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT – 3:22pm  

 

*Backup Provided 

**Needs Motion & Approval 
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